TEXT: Luke 4:31-44

SUBJECT: Luke #11: Almighty Word


Today, with God’s blessing, we’ll move on in our study of Luke’s Gospel.  


Last time, our Lord introduced Himself to His family, friends, and neighbors.  In one sense, they all knew Him—He was Joseph’s son.  But He wanted them to know Him more deeply than that.  


He went to the synagogue one Sabbath morning and preached from the prophecy of Isaiah.  Reading Chapter 61, verses 1 and 2, He preached one of the shortest—and most powerful sermons of all time,

“Today, this Scripture is fulfilled

in your hearing”.


At first the people were amazed at His wisdom and grace.  But the more they thought about it, the less they liked the sermon.  In applying the prophecy to Himself, the Man was claiming to be  Messiah.  This made them so angry that they tried to kill the Lord Jesus.


He’d let them do that, of course.  But not now.  For now, He’s got other things to do.  He slips through the angry mob and makes His way to another town in Galilee.  

THE STORY


It took place in Capernaum, a fishing village about twenty miles from Nazareth.  The first Sabbath there, the Lord preached in the synagogue with great effect.  The people had always listened to their rabbis, of course, but they’d never heard anyone like this Man.  What did He have that the others didn’t?  Only one thing: authority. 


This doesn’t mean He yelled louder than the others or used bigger words or cited more scholarly quotations.  No, it means He spoke as the Author of Scripture and not just a commentator on it.  The best rabbis spoke for God; Jesus Christ spoke as God. 


Maybe no one could quite explain the difference, but everyone felt it.  Others had more learning or eloquence or charm or “presence” than He did, but He had power.  His Word could do something.  


It’s not long until we find out what it could do.  One Sabbath morning, a man interrupts the service with a loud and ugly harangue,

“Let us alone!  What have we to do with You,

Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy

Us?  I know You, Who You are—the Holy

One of God!”


We don’t know who the man was, but we know what was wrong with him: He was possessed by an “unclean spirit”, and the Word of Christ made him mad!  I wonder how long the devil had gone to the synagogue without ever saying a word?  How many sermons did he hear before he heard one he didn’t like?


In any event, he rants and raves against the Word of Christ.  But not for long!  The Lord tells him to shut up and get out of here.  Which he does—instantly.  


The people are knocked out by what they’ve seen.  They can only say 

“What a Word this is!  For with authority

and power He commands the unclean spirits

and they come out”.


When the service is over, the people went out and told their friends about the power on display that morning.  Before long, everyone knew about it.    


After leaving the synagogue that day, the Lord went to the home of his friend Simon (or Peter).  Peter’s mother-in-law lived with him, but she wasn’t up that day, because she “was sick with a high fever”.  The Lord walked into the sickroom, stood over the dear lady, and “rebuked the fever”.  When the fever heard His voice, “it left her”.  


As the day wore on, every sick person in town came to the Lord and was healed.  The demon-possessed also came and the unclean spirits were cast out of them all.  


The Lord had become a celebrity in that town.  But He’s not staying to enjoy the perks.  First thing next morning, He got up and tried to slip off unnoticed.  But He couldn’t.  The people mobbed Him, begging Him to stay.  But He cannot oblige them, He says, because,

“I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities

also, because for this purpose I have been sent”.


And so, He quits Capernaum, and is soon found preaching the Word in other towns of Galilee.  


That’s the story.  

THE MESSAGE


Here’s the message: The Word of Christ overthrows the Kingdom of Satan.  


Review the story: A poor man is possessed by the devil.  The Presence of our Lord stirs him to rage, but one word expels him from the man and the synagogue.  Later that day, the same thing happens—only this time it’s many demons evicted and not just one.  But one or many, they’re all cast out in the same way: by the Word of Christ.


In the middle of the story the Lord heals the sick, also by the Word.  Now, is sickness the direct result of demonic activity?  No, of course not.  It would be unkind—and untrue—to identify sickness with sin—as though the healthy must also be holy while the sick are not!  


But without going that far, we can say that sickness is the indirect result of Satan’s work in the world.  Man was not made for disease; had he not sinned, there would be no sickness in the world.  But he did sin, of course--through the cunning of Satan.  In this way, the devil is the carrier of every disease.  


The sick are made well by the Word of Christ.  


At the end of the story, we see that same Word is going to overturn the devil’s rule.  The Lord will cast out demons and heal the sick, of course, but these are not His main works!  Chiefly, He’s come to “preach the Kingdom”.  The preaching is going to bring in the Kingdom of God by pushing back the tyranny of Satan. 


That’s the promise.  But it’s also what happened.  Our Lord never took up arms, the Apostles never ran for office, the Early Church never staged an Easter Cantata.  What they did was preach the Word.  And the Word—all by itself—

“Turned the world upside down”.


This shouldn’t surprise you.  The Word of God does just what the Lord says it will do.  And what’s that?  Here’s a sample,

“I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for

it is the power of God for salvation to everyone

who believes, to the Jew first and also to the

Greek” (Romans 1:16).

“The entrance of Your Words give light: It gives

understanding to the simple” (Psalm 119:130).

“Sanctify them through Your Word:

Your Word is truth” (John 17:17).

“The statutes of the Lord are right,

rejoicing the heart” (Psalm 19:8).

“Whatever things were written before, were

written for our learning, that we through

the patience and comfort of the Scripture

might have hope” (Romans 15:4).


Salvation, understanding, holiness, joy, and hope are all gifts of God given to us through the Word. Dr. Martin Luther was a very impressive man: physically powerful, strong-willed, brilliant, educated, with the people on his side and friends in high places.  Yet it did not rely on himself, the people, or the Elector of Saxony to win his battles.  He looked somewhere else,

“The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble

not for him; his rage we can endure, for

lo, his doom is sure, one little Word shall fell him”.


He trusted the Word alone to throw back the power of Satan.  There was another Reformer at the time named Zwingli.  When his people went to war against the Catholics, he put on the armor and marched with them.  He was fell in the Battle of Kappel.  When Luther heard about it, he said,

“He who lives by the sword shall

also die by the sword”.


We cannot admire Luther’s compassion here.  But his theology was right.  The Kingdom of Satan is not driven back the armies of men, but by the Word of God. 

“That Word above all earthly powers”.

That’s the message of our story: The Word of God—alone—overthrows the Kingdom of Satan.

THE CHALLENGE


If this is true, we’ve got to know the Word of God.  Satan is at war with the people of God.  The only weapon we can use against Him is the Word of God.  The Lord used the Word—and beat the devil.  Paul tells us to do the same thing,

“Put on the whole armor of God—

he says—especially, “The sword

of the Spirit which is the Word of God”.

