TEXT: I Corinthians 13:1-3

SUBJECT: Kids’ Sermon #55: The Importance of Love


This is the second Sunday afternoon of the month and that means…what?  It means it is time for another kids’ sermon.  Now, when I say, kids’ sermon, I don’t mean kids only—for I hope the adults will listen too.  And I also don’t mean my other sermons are not meant for kids—because they are.  God doesn’t have two Gospels—one for kids and the other for grownups; He also doesn’t have two Laws—one for people under 18 and the other for people over 18.  No, He has only One Gospel and One Law and they’re meant for everybody—whatever his or her age may be. 


The only real difference between the kids’ sermon and all the other ones is that in the kids’ sermons I ask questions and I expect the children to answer them out loud.  


I’d do the same thing for adults, but I’m afraid if I said they were wrong, they’d become offended or scared to ever speak up again.  Kids are more used to being corrected by adults than grownups are—and that’s probably why the Lord said that unless we become like little children we cannot enter into the kingdom of God.     


But that’s another subject.  Let’s get back to the kids’ sermon for today.  


Now children, today—with the Lord’s help—we’re going to start a study of I Corinthians 13.  In one word, can anyone tell me what the chapter is about?  One word only?  


It’s about love.  


The King James Version of the Bible uses the word, charity—and there’s nothing wrong with that except that the meaning of the word has changed in the years since this Bible was published.  Today, charity means giving to poor people.  And this is a very good thing to do: the Bible commands us to help the poor.  But that’s not what the word means here.  Here, charity means love.  


It’s not love that is always hugging and kissing and smooching (though I like all those things!), but the kind of love says no to your temper, no to your selfishness, no to your conceit, so that you can help other people.  That’s the kind of love Paul has in mind in this chapter.  


Next month, we’ll start to look at what love does and doesn’t do.  But for now, we’ll see how important this love is.  

THE STATE OF THE CHURCH


I Corinthians was written to a church…where?  


What kind of people made up the church?  Were they saved people or unsaved?  They were saved people.


But even though they were saved, they were very foolish and immature.  Do you know what immature means?  It means acting like babies! Paul knew they were immature because they were very, very selfish. 


Are babies thoughtful?  No, they’re selfish.  Did a baby ever wake up a three o’clock in the morning hungry and say to himself, “Oh, I don’t want to wake up mom, I’ll just go back to sleep and get something to eat at about nine!”   No, no baby ever did that.  Babies care only about themselves and what they want and when they want it!  


Christians can be this way too.  We can be selfish and when we are, Paul says we’re immature—we’re acting like overgrown babies.   

GIFTS AND LOVE


Would a selfish person rather give a gift or get one?  If he’s selfish, he’d rather get one—that’s what it means to be selfish—wanting things all the time!


What gifts did they want?  Most of all, they wanted the gift of tongues.  They also wanted the gift of prophecy, the gift of knowledge, and the gift of courage.  


Paul does not say these are bad, wicked, sinful things to want.  What he says is getting gifts is not the most important thing in the world!  To his way of thinking, there is something far more important than these things—and without it, the gifts do more harm than good.   


What is that something?  It is love.  


In the first three verses of chapter 13, Paul tells us how worthless other things are without love.  

TONGUES AND LOVE


The first gift he mentions is tongues.  Do you know what the gift of tongues is?  If you go to some churches, you’ll be told that tongues is an unknown language that is meant to praise God.  Some say it is the language of angels.  If you’ve ever heard tongues, it sounds something like this: !@#$% ^&*() )(*&^ %%$#@ #$%^&!!!!

Is this the gift of tongues?  No it isn’t.  Tongues sound something like this: Buenos dias, Senor.  Mi nombre is Michael.  Como se llama?  Que?  Eduardo Perez?  Muy Bien!  Benevinido, Hermano Perez.  


Tongues is nothing but foreign languages.  They were very exciting to the Corinthians, however, not because they liked the sound of Spanish or French, but because the languages were given without learning them!  A man came to church on the Day of Pentecost speaking Aramaic only: by nine o’clock in the morning, he could also speak Parthian, Medean, Elamitian, Cappodocian, Asian, Pontusian, Phrygian, Pamphylian, Egyptian, Libyan, Arabic, and so on!   That would be very exciting, wouldn’t it?  It would be something you’d like to do in public—to show off, maybe. 


But Paul says that if you could praise God in English, Greek, Hebrew, Latin, German, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, Angel, Cherubim, and Seraphim, but had no love, your amazing gifts would be worthless!  


And worse than that, it would be a nuisance to everyone who heard you.  It would be like sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.  Think about someone playing the cymbals all day long or banging pots and pans!  Even if they played well, it would give you a headache before long.  


The gift of tongues was a valuable gift—there’s no doubt about it—but love is worth far more than tongues.  And without love, tongues became a curse.  

PROPHECY AND LOVE


The second gift Paul mentions is prophecy.  In chapter 12 he says prophecy is worth far more than tongues.  You can see why: the man who speaks in tongues may say very beautiful things, but no one knows what he’s saying.  Prophecy, on the other hand, is speaking the Word of God in a way so


In those days, the Lord was giving special gifts to the church.  I say special gifts because He’s still giving gifts, though the ones we have today are a little less exciting than the ones they were getting back then.  


The most exciting gift they were given was the gift of tongues—and that’s the one everybody wanted more than any other thing!  


Do you know what the gift of tongues is?  If you go to Jubilee Christian Center, you can hear the gift of tongues.  It sound something like this: !@#$%^ &*()_ *&^%#*^ %$##!


This is not the real gift of tongues!  It’s gobblydegook or gibberish.  The gift of tongues—in fact—sounded something like this: Buenos dias, Amigo.  Mi Nombre es Michael.  Como se llama?  
