TEXT: Psalm 51

SUBJECT: Kids’ Sermon #48: Mercy Please


Listen up kids!  Today is the second Sunday afternoon of the month, and time for another sermon especially for you.  I hope your moms and dads and others listen, too, but I want you kids to pay double attention to what I say.  Mainly because it’s the Word of God and something you need to know.  But also to answer the questions I have for you as we go along.  


The subject is Psalm 51 and, in particular, v.1.  We’ll look at the other verses later—the Lord willing—but for today, we’ll pretty much stick to the first one.  Before we get to it, though, let me remind you of some things I bet most of you already know.  

BACKGROUND: GOD’S GOODNESS TO DAVID


Psalm 51 was written by King David.  David was God’s favorite in the whole wide world—and had been for more thirty years when he wrote this Psalm.  


Do you remember some of the highlights of his life?  As a teenager, he was chosen to be the king of Israel (though it already had a king).  His father, Jesse, didn’t think much of the boys—and neither did his brothers—but God did.  He called David,

“A man after My own heart”.


A short time later, God’s Spirit came mightily upon the young man and allowed him to cut down Goliath with a slingshot.  From that day on, he was a hero in Israel.


And he lived up to it, killing more Philistines than any other man in the king’s army.   Because of his great success, the king became jealous of him.  Before long, he was chasing David all over the country, trying to kill him.  But instead of being angry and hateful, David was humble, patient, and loving toward the king who was treating him so badly.  


After Saul died, David became king in Judah.  But there were other men who wanted to replace him.  He fought them when it was necessary, but he also showed them mercy.  One of the possible kings David adopted into his own family and took care of him for the rest of his life.  


Over the years, David was a fine king.  Unlike Saul, he didn’t become proud of himself, but remained a humble servant of God his whole life.  


David was not only a strong warrior and a just king, but he was also a great prophet and poet.  Except for the Lord Jesus Christ, no one ever praised God more or better than David.  His people had much to be thankful for as they sang his psalms in the Temple and thought about them at home. 


Like other men, David grew old and gray and tired, but he never got tired of God!  The last public thing he ever said started this way,

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, our

Father forever and ever.  Yours, O LORD,

Is the greatness and the power and the glory

And the victory and the majesty.  And now, O God

 we thank You and praise Your glorious Name”.


That’s the kind of man David was—not perfect-- but holy and thankful and humble and brave and serious about serving the Lord who loved him.  

BACKGROUND: DAVID’S SIN


Psalm 51, though, is not about David’s sincere holiness or his  many victories.  No, it’s about his great sin and his terrible failures.  


David wrote the Psalm after he had done some very bad things: he stole a man’s wife, he murdered the man, and he covered it all up for a long time.  His heart was no long pure; his conscience wasn’t tender any more.  No, he was a guilty man who had hurt himself, hurt others, and even caused the Holy Name of God to be laughed at.  


Some Psalms make you smile and laugh.  But not this one: it breaks your heart.  And then heals the broken heart.  


Psalm 51 is called a penitential Psalm.   Does anyone know what “penitential means”?  It means “full of repentance”.  And that means full of sorrow, shame…and hope.  

DAVID’S DESIRE


If you read the first verse, you’ll find that David wanted one thing from God—one thing only.  What was it?  Mercy.

“Have mercy upon me, O God”.


Do you know what “mercy” is?  It is a favor someone does you when you don’t deserve it.   Has anyone ever done you a favor?  Maybe you’ve been snotty all day long, but your dad still took you out for a treat.  You deserved a big dish of Brussel sprouts, spinach or okra, but you got a bowl of ice cream instead!


That’s mercy.  


That’s what David wanted from God.  Do you know why?  Because he couldn’t live on God’s justice.  If God gave him what he deserved, David must be stoned to death for his sins and then go to hell forever and ever and ever. That’s justice.  You can’t fault God for it—He never did anyone wrong; He never once punished a girl for a sin she didn’t commit or punish a boy more than he sins deserved.


The justice of God is like bowl of diamonds at dinner.  It’s beautiful—but you can’t live on it!  We sinners can admire the justice of God and praise Him for it, but we can’t live on His justice.  We need mercy. 


This is true for big sinners, like David was at the time.  And also for little sinners, for people who never stole a man’s wife or murdered anyone.  It’s even true for very good kids, kids who obey their parents, listen in church, try hard at school, and get along well with their brothers and sisters.  Everyone needs mercy—including you!  Psalm 143 says,

“Do not enter into judgment with Your servant:

for in Your sight, no man living shall be justified”.


That means nobody—nobody at all—not David or Moses or the Apostle Paul, not your parents or your pastor or the missionary—nobody can stand up to the justice of God and come out all right!  And you can’t either.  Psalm 130 says

“If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities,

O Lord, who would stand?”


Nobody.  

David does not want what he deserves; he wants what he does not deserve.  He wants mercy.  


That’s a very hard lesson for kids to learn.  Many kids and grown-ups too, are self-righteous.  Because they’re not as bad as some others, they think they’re good enough for God.  All they want is for the Lord to give them what they deserve.  


I can only pray He doesn’t.  I don’t want justice; I want mercy.  I need it; I’ve got to have it or I’m cooked.  And so are you.  David needed mercy.  And so do you.  He prayed for it.  Have you?  

DAVID’S HOPE


Is asking for mercy a good thing?  It all depends on whom you’re asking.  If you asked a cruel and hateful man, one who took pleasure in meting out punishment, then asking for mercy would be a waste of time.  You wouldn’t get it, no matter how nicely you asked for it or how many tears you cried.  


But David didn’t ask some wicked old man.  He wanted mercy from God.  He knew he would get it.  Why?  Not because he asked nicely or cried about it or promised to do better.  You see, you cannot bargain with God.  Because you’ve got nothing He needs.  


David dared to ask God for mercy because he knew that God is merciful.  

“Have mercy upon me, O God,

according to Your lovingkindness;

according to the multitude of Your

tender mercies,

blot out my transgression”.


Why did David think God was so merciful?  Was it a luck guess?  No it wasn’t that.  David knew God was kind and generous to sinners for two reasons:

· He said so.  

Long before David was born, God appeared to Moses on a mountain top.  He came to him after Israel had committed some really wicked sins, worshiping the Golden Calf, if you remember the story.  There He told Moses something about Himself,

“The LORD, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,

longsuffering and abounding in goodness”.

· He actually did it.

Saying you’ll forgive others is a lot different than doing it.  Yet God did it in the history of the Bible and in the lives of people you know well and trust.  If you don’t believe God forgives sin—big ones even—you can ask your parents and other sitting here today and they’ll tell you He does.

CLOSE


People change all the time.  King Saul started off humble and ended up proud.  People are moody and unpredictable.  But God isn’t.  If He forgave David, He’ll forgive you.  If you ask Him.


So why don’t you do it?  And why not now?    

