TEXT: Matthew 5:43-48

SUBJECT: Kids’ Sermon #47: Love Your Enemies


This is the fourth Sunday afternoon of the month and time for another sermon, prepared especially for the kids.  Kids, please listen up!  What I have to say is important and it’s something that you’ll need to do something about soon—maybe even today.  

YOUR ENEMY


I want you to think of someone who doesn’t like you.  Maybe she’s a girl at school who excludes you and talks behind your back.  Or maybe he’s a boy at church who teases you and makes others laugh at you.  Maybe he’s a bully in the neighborhood who beats you up and makes you scared to go outside.  Or maybe an older sister who’s mean to you or a little brother who’s always tattling on you—and happy that he got you in trouble.   


These are people who don’t like you.  Maybe you’ve tried to be kind to them in the past, but they’re still mean and hateful.  


What do you call a person who hates you?  Who’s mean to you on purpose?  Who finds happiness in making you miserable?  


You call him an enemy. 

Everyone has enemies.  Even if you’re really nice and thoughtful, kind and patient, generous and easy-to-get- along-with, there is always someone who doesn’t like you and will treat you badly every chance he gets.

The Lord Jesus Christ assumes this is true.  He doesn’t say, “Love your enemies”—if you ever have any!  He knows people and he knows some of them are mean and hateful and selfish and cruel. 

He Himself had enemies—tons of them!  Though He never did a bad thing in His life, He was “Hated, cursed, persecuted, and spitefully used”.  (Spite is that feeling you have when your hurt others—and like it!).  Some kids are rough, but they’re not mean.  They might hurt you because they’re big or strong or lack self-control.  Other kids are worse than that—they mean to hurt you, but feel badly about it later.  But not these people!  The people who hated the Lord Jesus Christ were spiteful—they were happy to see Him suffer and die.  

At His crucifixion—the Lord said—His friends would “weep and lament”.  But His enemies?  They would “rejoice”.  You’ve had birthday parties; they had a deathday party when the Jesus Christ died on the cross.


The enemies He spoke of, then, were not people who aren’t crazy about you.  They’re people who are mean to you on purpose.  


Don’t answer this out loud, but can you think of an enemy?  Can you name someone who’s really mean to you, all the time, on purpose, and who never apologizes (unless someone makes him)?  


That’s your enemy.  You may want to be his friend or at least, to get along with him, but he wants no part of that!  He doesn’t like you and he wants to see you suffer.

LOVE


What should you do with these people?  How should you treat the kids who treat you so badly?  


Let me tell you what you want to do: You want to treat them the same way they treat you—or worse.  That’s called revenge.  Everybody in this room—including your parents and me, too—have felt this way.  And, at times, we’ve acted on the feeling.  If someone hits me, I hit back; if he talks behind my back, I talk behind his; if he laughs at me, I make fun of him.  


Revenge is what all the action movies are about.  If you’ve seen movies starring Clint Eastwood, Arnold Scwarzeneggar, Sylvester Stallone, Steven Segal, Jean Claude van Damme you’ve seen Revenge Movies.  Apart from their bad acting—and impossible heroics—the sad thing about these movies is that they make revenge look good.  


God says, 

“Vengeance is Mine; I will repay”.


Let me tell you what you ought to do: You ought to love the people who don’t love you.  


What does it mean to love your enemies?  


It doesn’t mean to hug and kiss them!  It also does not mean you have to become their best friend or to enjoy their company or to approve of what they do.  Actually, the Word of God forbids these things.  It says, for example,

“A companion of fools will be destroyed”.

“Make no friendship with an angry man”.

“Evil companions corrupt good morals”.


Loving your enemies means exactly what the Lord says it means: bless them, pray for them, do good to them.  


To “Bless” means to speak well to them—and about them too.  If your big sister calls you a little brat (or worse), you don’t have to call her a big fat slob (or worse).  Also, you don’t have to tell everyone how mean she is to you. 


Proverbs 31:26 says the godly woman (and it applies to men and kids, too) has 

“The law of kindness on her tongue”.


She tries hard to not answer an ugly word with an ugly one of her own.  Rather, she tries to give a sweet answer to people who don’t deserve one!  That’s what it means to

“Bless those who curse you”.


To “love your enemies” also means to “pray for them”.  Christians still sin, of course, and some of us still have a lot of meanness left over from when we were not believers.  But a kid who’s mean and cruel by nature and habit is unsaved.  This means—right now—he’s a prisoner to his own wicked desires, and that he will go to hell when he dies (unless God saves him).


Now, if you went to a prison and saw kids locked up in dirty, stinking little cells with a day set aside on which they’d be put in the electric chair and shocked until they die, do you think you might feel sorry for them and pray for them once in a while?  


Most kids would, I think.  But that’s the point: Mean, hateful kids are locked in a prison of selfishness and will one day be put to death—eternal death, by God Himself.  


So, instead of hating those who hate you, why don’t you feel sorry for them—and pray God would forgive them, for Christ’s sake.  


You also “love your enemies” by “doing them good”.  If a mean boy falls off his bike, help him up.  If a hateful girl is doing flunking at school, offer to help her.  If your friends are talking about that rotten kid, change the subject.   Some people are so miserable that they won’t let you help them.  If they won’t let you, you can’t do it.  But you can want to.     

REASONS


Why should you love your enemies and be kind to people who are mean to you?  There are two reasons for being that way:


Jesus Christ commands it.  “Love your enemies” is not a suggestion or a hint or advice.  It’s a command, an order, given by the Lord Jesus Christ.  He says nothing about “feelings” or “what might happen if you do”.  He says,

Just Do It!


The second reason to love people who don’t love you is Because God is that way.  

Did you know that most people in the world hate God?  They don’t believe in Him, they don’t fear Him, they don’t love Him, they don’t obey Him.  Yet, even though their awful enemies of God, He shows them love.

“He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good,

and sends rain on the just and the unjust”.


Look all around you and you’ll see the enemies of God being greatly blessed—they’re healthy, they do well in school, they’re good-looking, they’re popular.  Because God “loves His enemies”.


God is good to His enemies because He’s good, of course, but also so that you will learn from Him and do what He does to your enemies—including the very worst one!  

CHALLENGE


Most kids are mean to their enemies.  Some are open about it than others, but most kids are unkind to people they don’t like.  Do you know why they’re that way?  The Number One reason is they’re not saved.  


Do you hate your enemies?  Are you looking for a fight?  Would you like to see that bully suffer?  Or those snotty girls get what’s coming to them?  Maybe you feel this way because you’re not a Christian.  Your parents are, you go to church, you’ve read the Bible and prayed and all the rest.  But, you’re still not saved.   God commands you to love your enemies, but you will not—and cannot—until you repent of your sins and believe the Gospel.  


Here’s how it works: When you believe the Gospel, you’re amazed that God would love someone like you!  Despite all you’ve done against Him, He still loves you and sent His Son to save you from your sins.  Amazed by His love for you, you start loving others—including your enemies.  


If you are a Christian—but still have a hard time loving the people who treat you badly, well welcome to the club—we all have a hard time doing that.  You grow in this love by:

· Not giving in to your feelings.  Feeling angry and hurt is not nearly as bad as acting on those feelings.  The more you dwell on it or talk about it plan some evil, the less you will love your enemies.

· Meditating on God’s love for you.  If He loves you—just as you are—then you can love others—just as they are.  

· Prayer for grace.  

