TEXT: Romans 1:16

SUBJECT: Kids’ Sermon #47: Proud of the Gospel


Have you ever felt ashamed? 


I suppose every kid has at one time or another.  One boy is ashamed of his teeth; a girl is ashamed of her weight; others are ashamed of what they wear, where they live, or what kind of car their family drives.   Many kids are ashamed of their parents—either they’re too old or maybe they’re too strict.  I know a girl who’s ashamed of her mom because she thinks her nose is too big!  


There are many things to be ashamed of.  But there’s one thing we should never feel shame for: and that’s the Gospel.  

PAUL’S SHAME


The Book of Romans was written by…whom?  


He knew a lot about shame.  He wasn’t always a Christian, you know, in fact, before he was saved, he lived a shameful life.  He hated the Lord Jesus Christ with all his heart; he persecuted the church, torturing believers into denying the Lord; he even agreed to the murder of Stephen.  


About his old life, he said, 

“We ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient,

deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures,

living in malice and envy, hateful and hating 

one another”.


Looking back on the way he used to be, Paul said he was

“The chief of sinners”.  


Paul knows what it means to be ashamed.

THE GOSPEL


Paul was often ashamed of himself; he was sometimes ashamed of his friends and partners in the ministry; he was ashamed of his own people, the Jews, who were so stubbornly opposed to faith in Christ.


But there was one thing Paul was not ashamed of.  One thing never embarrassed him.  And that was the Gospel.  He says,

“I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ”.


In other words, he was proud of the Gospel.  

THE MEANING


Does anyone know what the word, Gospel, means?  I’m not asking what the Gospel is, but what the word itself means.  


It means Good News.  

THE CHARACTERISTICS


The Good News comes from…where?  


It comes from God.  And that means the Good News is true (because God cannot lie) and also that it’s really, really good.  

THE CONTENT


What’s in the Gospel?  


Let me be very clear on this one: kids often get this one wrong—and so do their parents.  The Gospel is not (1) be good, or (2) keep the 10 Commandments, or (3) obey your parents, or (4) believe in God, or even (5) repent of your sins and trust Jesus Christ.  


These are all good things to do, of course, but none of them is the Gospel.  The Gospel—you see—is not about what you ought to do; it’s about what Jesus Christ did.  

What did He do?   He did millions of things, of course.  Think of all the miracles He performed and all the sermons He preached, for example.  John says if everything Christ did was put down on paper, 

“The world itself could not contain the books”.


You ought to believe everything the Bible says about the Lord Jesus Christ.  But the Gospel is not the story of His teaching or miracles or other good works.  No, the Gospel is about three special things He did to save us.  I Corinthians 15 tells us what they are:

“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the Gospel:

that Christ died for our sins according to the

Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He

Rose again the third day according to the Scriptures”.


This is what the Gospel is—not what you do for Jesus Christ, but what Jesus Christ did for you.  He died for you, He was buried for you, He rose from the dead for you.  That’s the Gospel that Paul preached and the Gospel he was not ashamed of!

THE REASON--NOT


Why wasn’t he ashamed of the Gospel?  It’s not because the Gospel was popular or cool! If fact, it was very unpopular, and—for most people—it was the uncoolest thing in the world.  Paul says it is

“To the Jews, a stumbling block; and to the 

Greeks, it is foolishness”.


In other words, when most Gentiles heard the Gospel about a dying Lord who rose on Sunday morning, they laughed their heads off!  


Have you ever been laughed at?  Not in good fun, but in a mean, cruel way?  Did you like it?  Neither did Paul.  But even though the Gentiles thought the Gospel was the stupidest thing in the world, Paul was not ashamed of it.  


Most Jews, though, didn’t laugh at the Gospel.  They got mad about—not a little upset, but they exploded with rage whenever they heard it!  Why?  Because it says they didn’t recognize their Savior when He came, but thought He was a criminal who deserved to be hung on a cross.  


They so hated the Gospel that they persecuted the men who preached it—and Paul more than anyone else.  Yet even though his own countrymen got real mad about the Gospel, Paul was not ashamed of it.    

THE REASON


Why not?  The verse gives a reason:


The Gospel is “God’s power for salvation”.  Power can be used in two ways: to help and to hurt.  The greatest power in the world today is nuclear power.  Most of the time, it's used by doctors to heal patients of cancer.  But, at other times, the same power was used to destroy great cities—to blow them to smithereens!  


This is exactly what God’s power in the Gospel does.  First, he heals people of the spiritual diseases.  What’s wrong with the sinner?  Three things: He’s guilty, he’s dirty, and he’s under the wrath of God.  


The Gospel cures all three.  

When Jesus Christ died on the cross, He did not die for His own sins (for He had none).  No, what He died for was the sins of other people.  They were guilty, but He took their guilt upon Himself and suffered the punishment it deserved.  That means the believer in Christ is not guilty.  Though believers sin, the Law of God has nothing against Him because Jesus Christ bore the guilt in His place. 

In dying for us, the Lord also earned for us the Holy Spirit, whose work inside of us makes us clean.  The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sins, causes us to confess them, and enables us to do better.  Thus, the dirtiest, stinkiest sinner is made clean.

In dying for us, Jesus Christ took the wrath of God that we had coming, and therefore, God has no more punishment to mete out on the people Christ died for.  

The Gospel cures us.  That’s the positive side.  

But the Gospel also fights for us.  Because of its great power, it attacks and beats back the enemies who would have us believe a lie or live in sin.  I John 3:8 says 

“For this purpose was the Son of God manifested,

that He might destroy the works of the devil”.

Paul is not ashamed of the Gospel because it’s a powerful Gospel—strong enough to cure our sins and to destroy our enemies.  

THE RECIPIENTS


Who is the Gospel for?  It’s for everyone.  Why?


Because everyone needs it


--No one is too good to need it.


--No one is too bad to need it.


--No one is too young to need it.


--No one is too old to need it.


--No one is too smart to need it.


--No one is too dumb to need it.  


The Gospel is for everyone because God offers it to everyone.


The Gospel is for everyone because God commands everyone to accept it, Acts 17:30.


The Gospel is for everyone because everyone feels the need for it—even those who say they don’t.  Including you.  

THE SAVED


Though the Gospel is for everyone, it doesn’t save everyone.  It is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.  And to no one else.  


Thus, if you want your soul healed and your enemies defeated, you must believe the Gospel.  You must accept the Gospel story as true and trust yourself to Jesus Christ.  

THE CHALLENGE


If your parents could do this for you, they would.  But they cannot believe for you.  Neither can I—no one can.  You’ve got to believe the Gospel and trust yourself to Jesus Christ.  


Will you do it?  Will you do it now?  I hope you will.  Because God has no saving power outside the Gospel.  And no one is saved—or can be saved—without believing the Gospel.  So do it now.  


And God bless you.  Amen.  

