TEXT: Galatians 5:22-23

SUBJECT: Kids’ Sermon #36: Meekness


Kids,


Listen carefully today.  I prepared the sermon just for you and I’m going to ask questions along the way.  


For the last few months, we’ve been talking about The Fruit of the Spirit.  What is that fruit?  Is it apples, oranges, grapes, and watermelons?  No.  It’s what God’s Spirit produces in your life if you believe in Christ.  


No believer is perfect, but every believer has these fruits in his life.  To some degree or other.  


So far, we’ve looked at the first seven fruits.  What are they?


Number eight is translated in different ways.  Most Bibles call it “gentleness”.  I’ve got no problem with that, of course, but I think the KJV is best here.  It says,

“The fruit of the Spirit is…meekness”.

THE MEANING


What is “meekness”?  Some people think it’s the same as “weakness”.  A meek person—they think—must be a big chicken!


But is that what it means?  No way.  The meekest Man in the Bible is Jesus Christ.  And nobody is braver than He is!  


“Meekness”, then is something else.  It’s a kind of humility.  Now, some humility is directed to God.  Remember the Publican?  He went to the Temple, but wouldn’t look up.  He beat his chest, and cried, 
God, be merciful to me,

The sinner!”


He was humble, but his humility was toward God.  That’s very important—but not what I’m getting at today.  “Meekness” is 

Humility toward other people.  


The meek person thinks other people are more important than he is.  


If you’re selfish, you’re not meek.  If you say things like, “Gimme that!” or “That’s mine!” you’re not meek.  If you get mad that other people get to do things you don’t, you’re not meek.  


Meekness thinks of other people.  It’s eager to share.  It’s happy when others have more than you do.  

THE DUTY


Does the Lord want you to be meek?  Or is He happier when you’re not?  Or, maybe He doesn’t care one way or the other.  Which is true?  


The first one is: The Lord wants you to be meek.  The Bible says so in many place.  Here are three of them, Romans 12:3, Philippians 2:3, and Matthew 11:29.

“For I say, through the grace that is given

to me, to everyone who is among you,

not to think of himself more highly than

he ought to…”


The person who is not meek thinks way too highly of himself.  He’s the kind of person who’s always right.  And who won’t be happy unless everyone is doing what he wants to do!    Meekness is the opposite of that.  It means putting yourself second.  

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition

or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each

esteem others better than himself”.


The person who’s not meek is selfish, conceited, and high-minded.  Exactly what the Bible says you ought not to be!  Meekness, though, thinks little of itself so it can put others first.

“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me,

for I am meek and lowly of heart…”


Do you know Who said this?  Do you know what it means?  It was Jesus Christ.  He says “follow My example”!  If the Lord doesn’t have to have His way all the time, then neither do you!  

THE TIME


When is the right time to be meek?  


The Lord wants you to be meek all the time.  Remember the verse we just read, Philippians 2:3?  It says,

“Let nothing be done through

selfish ambition or conceit”.


Another verse says the same thing in a different way, Titus 3:2,

“Remind them…to speak evil of no one,

to be no brawlers, but gentle,

showing all meekness to all men”.


The right time to be humble and quiet is…all the time.  Being selfish, pushy, and obnoxious is never right.  


But there’s a special time to be meek.  And that is when nobody else is!

When other people are being pushy and hateful and greedy, that’s when the Lord wants you to be your meekest!  Proverbs 15:1, Matthew 5:38-42.


These are hard to do.  That’s why you need God’s Grace to practice them.  Have you asked Him to save you?  Have you asked Him to help you to become humble and quiet?  If you want to be meek, you’d better.  


The Lord Jesus not only commanded us to be meek, He commanded Himself to be meek, I Peter 2:23,

“…When He was reviled, did not revile in return;

when He suffered, He did not threaten…”


One more thing here.  Do you ever witness for Christ?  Do you ever speak up for the Lord?  If you do, some people won’t agree with you and some will mad at you!  If they do, you be sure to witness to them meekly, II Timothy 2:25,

“The servant of the Lord must not quarrel,

but be meek to all, able to teach, patient,

in humility correcting those who are in

opposition, if God will perhaps grant

them repentance, so they may know the truth”.

HOW TO


If it’s the Lord’s will for you to be meek (or, meeker than you are), then you have to do something about it.  You have to obey the Lord.  Whether you want to or not.  Whether it’s fun or not.   How, then, do you become meek or meeker?


In the first place, think honestly about yourself.  Romans 12:3,

“I say, through the grace that is given to me,

to everyone who is among you, not to think

more highly of himself than he ought to think,

but to think soberly…”

Some of the hardest lessons you’ll ever learn are these: You don’t know everything, you’re not always right, it’s often better for you to cooperate with others than for others to cooperate with you.  But that’s what it means to “think soberly (or, honestly) about yourself”.  It means to remember: You’re not more important than everyone else.  


In the second place, think of how important others are.  


When people think too highly of themselves, they also think too lowly of others.  If all I care about is having my way, then I’ll never let you have your way.  I’ll be stubborn and selfish and mean.  


It’s not that other people are more important than you are, but that they’re equally important.  They’re as much in God’s Image as you are and  they’re loved by the same Savior.  If everyone is equally important, then we all have to cooperate, get along, and take turns.  


In the third place, think of how ugly selfish pride is.  


It’s very hard to see how ugly pride is….in yourself.  But it’s easy to see it in others.  Think about the conceited girl in school or the bully boy in the neighborhood or your selfish brother or sister.  Does pride look good in them?  It doesn’t look any better in you.


In the fourth place, remember that happiness can never be found in selfishness.  If you try to make everyone do exactly what you want them to do, when, and how, you’ll always be unhappy.  Do you know why?  Because they won’t do it.  Some will for a time, but not everyone and not forever.  


But, if you find your happiness in putting others first, you’ll never run out of joy!  No one will ever get mad at you for putting him first!  Jesus Christ said,

“This is My commandment,

that you love one another…

that your joy may be full”.


In the fifth place, study the life of Jesus Christ.  Matthew 11:29.


Finally, pray for meekness.  You pray for other things, I suppose.  Most of the things you pray for are far less important than meekness.  So why don’t you pray for it?  God will be happy with that request.  And He’ll give it to you if you ask in faith.  I John 5:14.  

