TEXT: Galatians 5:22-23

SUBJECT: Kids’ Sermon #32: Longsuffering


Children,


Listen carefully today.  I prepared the sermon just for you; I’m going to ask some questions as we go along in it.  For the last three months, we’ve talked about The Fruit of the Spirit.  

Do you remember what that is?  It is what the Holy Spirit produces in your life.  If you believe in Christ, the Holy Spirit lives inside you.  If He’s there, you and others will be able to know it by the kind of person you become.  


Does the Holy Spirit make us perfect?  Not in this life He doesn’t.  No one’s perfect; no one’s sinless; no one’s fully mature.  But, even though the Spirit doesn’t make us perfect in this life, He does make us better.  


He makes us more “loving, joyous, and peaceful” than we were.  But that’s not all He does.  He also makes us more…”longsuffering”.  That’s the subject for today.  

“The fruit of the Spirit is…longsuffering”.
MEANING


“Longsuffering” is not a word we use every day.  Do you know what it means?  It means to hold your temper.  The “longsuffering” person is the one who isn’t aggravated all the time; he doesn’t get mad when people interrupt him or feel offended by every little thing.  


In other words, he is patient. 

IN THE BIBLE


“Longsuffering” is a thing we see very often in the Bible.  Did you know that God is longsuffering?   Many verses says so, such as Exodus 34:6, Nahum 1:3, and Acts 13:18 say so.

“The LORD, the LORD God, gracious and merciful,

longsuffering and abounding in goodness and truth”.

“The LORD is slow to anger and great in power”.

“Now for a time of about forty years, He put up

with their ways in the wilderness”.


Although we do many things to provoke the LORD, He is very patient with us.  


Another longsuffering Person is the Lord Jesus.   No one was ever treated worse that He was.  His mom and dad embarrassed Him in public; His brothers thought He was crazy; His friends disappointed Him; strangers wouldn’t leave Him alone; His enemies “Hated [Him] without a cause” and finally crucified Him.  


He became angry at times, but we never see Him aggravated or cranky or lashing out at people for “bugging” him.  Why?  Because He was longsuffering.  


The Holy Spirit is also patient.  Ephesians 4:30 says, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God”.  The Holy Spirit is a person and so, He can be grieved or hurt or upset.  But He’s not grieved all the time!  We sin all the time, we doubt the Lord, we forget His Law, we hurt His people, and so on.  Because of our sins, you’d think the Holy Spirit would be grieved 24/7.  But He isn’t.  Why?  Because He’s longsuffering.  


Longsuffering is an attribute or characteristic of God.  But not only of God, for He shares it with us.  Some men in the Bible were famous for their patience.  Think of…

1. Moses.  

2. David (with Shimei).

3. Paul (with the Corinthians).  

Longsuffering appears many times in the Bible.  And always in a good light.  No one was ever condemned or criticized for being patient.   

THE DUTY


The Bible not only praises patience, it also commands it.  In other words, God wants you to be longsuffering.  His Word says so many times.   Here are some examples, Ephesians 4:1-2, Colossians 3:12-13, and I Thessalonians 5:14,

“Walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,

bearing with one another in love”.

“Put on tender mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind,

meekness, longsuffering, bearing with one another

and forgiving one another…”

“Be patient with all men”.


And so, does God want you to be patient?  If so, how do you know He does?

OBJECTS


So far the sermon has been pretty easy.  But now comes the hard part.   Who does God want you to be patient with?  The last verse I quoted probably tipped you off.  It said, “Be patient with all men”.   This means you ought to be patient with…


Family


Has your mom or dad ever frustrated you?   Maybe she’s cranky in the morning; maybe he’s a grouch when he gets home from work; maybe they’re stubborn or won’t listen or put unreasonable demands on you.   Parents can be that way.  I know, I am one!  The Bible assumes the same thing.  It warns parents to not “provoke [their] children to wrath”.  Why?  Because we’re liable to do just that.  


When your parents are this way—when they’re having “one of those days”—you need to be patient with them.  Don’t argue with them or sulk; be as quiet and sweet as you can and wait for the bad mood to change.  



You also need to be patient with your brothers and sisters.  Big brothers and sisters have a way of teasing or excluding the little ones.  Little ones often butt in places they don’t belong or tattle to mom and dad.  


It becomes very frustrating.  There’s only one way to make things right: Everyone needs to be patient with everyone else.  


You need to be patient with your family.


Friends

Your friends can get on your nerves too.  The more time you spend with them, the more likely they’ll drive you crazy.  How do you avoid this?  How do you stay good friends with your friends?  By being patient.  


Strangers

Strangers can also be very annoying.  You’re in a hurry, for example, and they won’t get out of the way.  Or they call you when you’re eating dinner.  Or they make a lot of noise.  Or, maybe they work at a fast-food place and they get your order wrong.  They may not mean any harm, but still, they make you mad.  


Enemies

Needless to say, enemies can make you mad.  They bully you, for example, or lie about you, or do other bad things to hurt you.  


You need to be patient with all these people.  Do you know why?  Because Jesus Christ was!  And He’s your example.  His parents embarrassed Him; His brothers hated Him; His friends disappointed Him; His enemies persecuted Him.  But He bore patiently with them all.  

BLESSINGS


Many blessings come from patience.  


It allows you to make friends, Proverbs 18:24.


It allows you to keep friends, Proverbs 15:18.


It makes annoying people easier to take.  


It pleases God.


It glorifies God. Matthew 5:14, 16.

HOW TO


How do you become more patient?  


Study the life of Christ.


Think of how patient the Lord has been with you, Ephesians 4:32.


Befriend people who are patient, Proverbs 13:20.  


Pray for patience, James 4:2
