TEXT: Psalm 32

SUBJECT: Kids’ Sermon #28


Children,


Listen carefully today.  I prepared the sermon just for you.  I hope your parents get something good out of it too, of course, but I prayed about it and wrote it with you in mind.  So listen up; I’m asking questions.  

HAPPINESS

What is Psalm Thirty-Two about?  You don’t have to guess.  The first word tells you, “Blessed”!


That’s a word you can find all over the Bible.  Do you know what it means?  It means Happy.  Psalm One describes the Happy Man (and not just “man”, but woman, boy, and girl, too).   It’s all about happiness.


Some people think God wants you to be as unhappy as possible.  That’s why He has all those strict rules and punishes people in this life and the next—because He’s a Giant Party-Pooper.  Many people feel that way.  


But they’re wrong.  His Laws and punishments are not like cages to put us in, but like fences to keep out lions and tigers and other deadly animals.   You probably never thought about it, but the best thing about a zoo is its fences!  Without them, you couldn’t visit one--and live.  


And so, God does not want us to be miserable.  In fact, He made us “In His likeness and Image” and that means He made us for happiness.  How would you describe God?  You might say He’s all-powerful, all-knowing, everywhere at the same time, eternal, loving, and so on.  And you’re right.  But that’s not all He is.  God is also Happy.  He is “Blessed forever” the Bible says, and that means perfectly and unchangeably happy.  


Not only did God make us to be happy, He also gives us many things to be happy.  The Bible says, He gives us “All things freely to enjoy”.  This is true of everyone; even the unsaved enjoy good friends and good food and good health, and so on.  


But it’s especially true of believers.  God has given us “All things which pertain to life and godliness”; and that includes happiness.  


One more thing: God commands us to be happy.  Philippians 4:4 says,

“Rejoice in the Lord always

And again I say rejoice”.


And so, if God made us to be happy and gives us things to make us happy and commands us to be happy, it must be all right to be happy.   And, of course, it is.  


That’s what Psalm One is about.  Happiness.  

WHERE NOT TO FIND IT

How do you become happy?  Most people think happiness comes from “things”—bigger, better, or more “things”.  For kids, it might be a new bike, a better skateboard, more video games, and so on.  For grown-ups, maybe it’s a new car, a bigger house, a younger wife, or a richer husband.  But these people are wrong!  The Bible says,

“He who desires silver shall not

with silver be satisfied”.

Let me prove that to you.  Especially you younger kids.  A year ago, some of you went wild for Pokemon cards.  Yet, the minute you got one, you wanted another.  The card you were just dying for, didn’t satisfy you.  And where are they now?  In the back of your closet, under your bed, or at the dump.  


Happiness isn’t had by getting “things”.  No matter how many of them you get, you’ll want more.  No matter how good they are, you’ll want to get better ones.  On and on it goes, with some people.  They never find happiness.  Because they’re looking for it in all the wrong places. 

WHERE TO FIND HAPPINESS


If happiness can’t be found in “things”, where do you find it?  V.1 tells you.  
“Blessed [or,happy] is he whose

Trangression is forgiven,

Whose sin is covered”.


Happiness is found in one place only.  And that is in the forgiveness of sin.  Nobody is happy—nobody can be happy—until his or her sins are forgiven.  


Do you know why?  Because you’ve got a conscience—everyone does.  You conscience is sort of a judge that lives inside you.  When you do something good, it says “Well done!”   But when you do something wrong, it yells “Bad, bad, bad!”   Even if nobody saw you do it.  


That’s how the Psalmist felt, vv.3-4,

“When I kept silence, my bones grew old

through my groaning all day long.

For day and night Your hand was heavy

Upon me.  My vitality was turned into

The drought of summer”

Have you ever been in a room with someone who just won’t shut up?  And what he’s saying really gets on your nerves?  You can’t be happy until you can either leave the room or make him shut his big fat mouth!  

That’s what your conscience is doing right now—yelling it’s head off about your sins!   You can’t get out of the room—because you’re not inside of it; it’s inside of you!  

You’ve got to make it shut up!   The only way you can do that is by being sinless.  Only a perfect conscience is happy.  



Where do you get that?  It’s not in “trying harder” or in “going to church”, or in “reading the Bible” or “praying all the time”.  No, a perfect conscience can only be had through a perfect life.  


And nobody here has lived one.  But Someone has.  The Lord Jesus Christ lived a perfect life.  You can have His perfection put into your account.  It can belong to you as much as it belongs to Christ!


How do you get it?  It’s not by being good—because your good is not good enough.  It is through faith alone!  


Why?  Not because faith is a Super Good Work.  It’s the opposite of that.  Faith says “Lord, I’ve got no righteousness to give you.  Please give me the righteousness of Christ”.  


He will.  He promises to do that.  When you believe in the Lord Jesus.  


Faith is like empty hands—good for nothing but taking what Someone is giving you.  


That’s how you get a good conscience; that’s how you keep a good conscience.  Through faith alone in Christ alone.  

CLOSE AND APPEAL


Do you want to be happy?  You can be.  But not just any way you please.  No, you can be happy only if you’re forgiven by God.  And you’re forgiven by God only by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.  


I pray God will make every kid here—and not just every kid—happy this day.  For Christ’s sake.  Amen.    
