TEXT: Acts 9:6PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Kids Sermon #27: Knowing God's Will


Children, 


Today I'm going to talk to you about Knowing God's Will.  It is very important for everyone to know God's will.  But especially kids.  Because you're younger than the grown-ups are, you have more decisions left to make in your life.  And the more choices you have to make, the more you need to know God's Will.  


Listen carefully to what I say.  I'll ask questions.

WHAT IS THE WILL OF GOD?


What is the will of God?


The words are used in different ways in the Bible.  But here's what I mean by it today: God's will is what the Lord wants you to do.  


Did you know that what you do or say or think or feel matters to the Lord?  Psalm 8:4 says He is "Mindful" of us all.  He cares what you do.  And He wants you to do His will (rather than your own or someone else's).  


And so, God's will is...what?

CAN YOU KNOW GOD'S WILL?


Is it possible to know God's will?  Can you really know what He wants you to do?  Or do you have to guess?  


There's no guessing at all!  


Other people have known God's will.


--Noah, for example, knew God wanted him to build an ark.


--The Philippian jailer knew God wanted him to believe     in Christ.


--Jeremiah knew God wanted him to preach the Word.  


These people didn't guess or hope or think or wonder about God's will.  They knew it.  They knew it for sure.  


So can you.


God commands you to know His will, Ephesians 5:17,


"Therefore, do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is".    


Your relationships to God assume you know His will.  What is the Lord to you?  To every believer, He is


A Shepherd.  Do sheep know what the shepherd wants       them to do?  Of course they do.  And the Lord's          sheep hear His voice.  


A Friend.  Do you know what your friend likes and        dislikes?  Sure you do.  If the Lord is your Friend,     you know what He likes and doesn't like too, John 15:15, 


"No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing: but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from the Father I have made known to you".  


A Teacher.  Good teachers make their assignments clear.  They say, "The test is tomorrow", or "The term paper is due next Friday".  The students who listen know what the teacher wants.  And, the disciples (or students) of the Lord Jesus know what He wants.


If the Lord is your Shepherd, Friend, and Teacher, you can know His will for your life.  You can be sure of what He wants you to do.  


So, is it possible to know God's will?  Or, do you have to guess at it and hope for the best?   

WHERE DO YOU FIND GOD'S WILL?


God's will is not found inside you.  Many people confuse their own wishes with God's will.  If you want to do something really, really badly, it must be all right with God.  


Is that true?  The Bible says it isn't.  


Proverbs 28:26 says, "He who trusts in his own heart is a fool".


Proverbs 3:5 says, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own understanding".

Proverbs 22:15 says, "Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child"  


The Lord Jesus never tells us to follow our own desires, to do whatever we like, and so on.  In fact, He says the opposite,


"If anyone will be My disciple, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me".    


Do you know what it means to "deny yourself"?  It means to say No to yourself or to disobey yourself so you can obey the Lord.  


You don't find God's will in yourself.  You also don't find it in what most others are doing. Exodus 23:2 says,


"You shall not follow a multitude to do evil".  


Most people are going the wrong way in life.  If you follow them, you'll go wrong too.  C.S. Lewis once said,


"You don't find truth by counting noses".  


In other words, if ten kids want to steal and one kid doesn't.  You don't say, "Well it's ten to one, stealing must be the right thing to do".  


And so, you don't find God's will in yourself or in what most others are doing.  


Where can you find it?


You start to find it in your parents (especially if your parents are Christians).  Proverbs 1:8 says,


"My son, hear the instruction of your father and do not forsake the law of your mother".  


Your parents are not always right.  But because they're older and because they love you, they want what's best for you almost all the time.  You can trust your parents.  You're allowed to disobey them only--if you know for sure--that what they want you to do is against God's will.  And that hardly ever happens.  


As you get older, you become more responsible to find God's will for yourself.  Where you find it is in the Bible, II Timothy 3:16-17.  

HOW DOES THE BIBLE TEACH YOU GOD'S WILL?  


This is a tricky question.  So listen carefully and I'll try to explain it to you.


First, the Bible answers many questions directly.  For example, should you steal?  Exodus 20:15 is pretty clear on that one.  Or, should you obey your parents?  Ephesians 6:1 is pretty hard to misunderstand.  


But what about the other questions?  What if you're seven years old and you're just dying to drive a car?  Is that all right with God?  No it isn't.  Well, how can I say that?  God nowhere forbids a seven year old kid from driving a car?  In fact, the word, "car" is not even in the Bible.  


You've got to come to this one indirectly.  Before you can answer this one, you've got to ask some other questions.  For example, does the Lord want you to obey your parents?  Yes He does.  But do they want you to drive a car?  No.  That means God doesn't want you to drive a car.  The Lord also wants you to obey the law.  Does it permit kids to drive a car?  No.  That means God doesn't want you to drive a car.  


So, the answer is in the Bible.  But not directly.  You've got to study and think and talk to your parents about things like this.  


What about little things that don't matter much?  You have two clean shirts in your closet.  One is blue and one is red.  Which one does the Lord want you to wear?  


1.
Does He command for forbid either color?  No.


2.
Does wearing either one disobey your parents or break any law?  No.


3.
Does wearing either one hurt other people?  No.


4.
Are you wearing either one to show off?  No.


If something is not forbidden by God, your parents or the Law; if it doesn't hurt anyone or fill you with pride, then God's will is...


...Wear either shirt.  You're free to choose for yourself.  


As I told you before, these are tricky matters.  If you want to talk to me about them after church, please do.  But more importantly, ask your parents at home about them.  

IF GOD'S WILL CAN BE FOUND IN THE BIBLE, WHY DOESN'T EVERYBODY FIND IT?


Most people don't know God's will for their lives because they're unsaved, Romans 8:7.  


Believers don't find it sometimes because:


1.
They're too lazy to look for it by study, prayer, and hard thinking.


2.
They're too proud to accept it when they do read it in the Bible.  

HOW YOU CAN FIND GOD'S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE


1.
Listen to your parents with respect.


2.
Read the Bible carefully and with an eye to find God's will in it for you.


3.
Pray for understanding.


4.
Listen to sermons and discuss things with your parents, pastor, Sunday School teachers, and others.


5.
Obey what you know already.  

