TEXT: Ephesians 6:1-3PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Children's Sermon: Obey Your Parents


Children, I want to talk to you this afternoon.  Every time I preach, I'm talking to you.  But especially today.  For, in these verses, the Word of God is speaking straight to you.  


Last time, I told you what the most important thing you can do is.  That is to 

"Love the Lord your God with all of your heart, soul, and mind".  


Do you want to do this?  If you do, you've got to obey Him.

"This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.  And His commandments are not grievous" (I John 5:3). 

THE COMMAND


One of the commandments you ought to keep is this one: "Children, obey your parents".


Some parts of the Bible are hard to understand.  But this one isn't.  What part of it do you have trouble with?  


"Children".  What does that mean?  A ninety year old man?  A fifty year old woman?  No, it means a kid; it means you.  


"Obey".  What does this mean?  Does it mean ignore?  Defy?  Sneak around?  No, it means do what you're told.  


"Your parents".  Who are they?  The people you see on TV?  Your friends?  Every adult?  No, they're your mom and dad.   


The verse means: Do what your parents tell you to do.  If they say, "Go to bed", then go to bed.  If they say, "Clean your room", then clean your room.  If your father says, "Stop fighting", then stop fighting.  If your mother says, "Do your homework", then do your homework.    


Is there any exception to the rule?  Is it ever right to disobey your parents?  Yes.  But only when they tell you to do something that you know God doesn't want you to do.  If your parents say, "Lie, cheat, steal, and murder", don't.  


Do your parents tell you to do these things?  Of course they don't!  Even bad parents want the best for their kids.  


The Lord Jesus wants you to obey your parents. 

WHAT THIS MEANS


You know what it means to obey.  It's to "Do what you're told to do".  That's part of it.  But not everything.  To obey your parents also means to:


1.
Do all you're told to do.  


Some kids will do some of what their parents tell them to do.  "Clean up your room" they're told.  They start to do it, but quit before the job is done.  Have they obeyed?  No, they haven't, for their parents didn't say, "Start cleaning your room", but "Clean your room".  


There's a good story about this in the Bible (though it doesn't involve children, but a man).  It's the story of King Saul; its told in I Samuel 15.  Tell the story.  


Here's the punchline: I Samuel 15:14-23.  


No one's perfect, I know. Parents are sometimes unclear about the details, but this remains true: Half obedience is disobedience.  You've haven't obeyed till you've done all you're told to do.

2.
Do what you're told to do when you're told to do it.  


"Get ready for bed" doesn't mean "Get ready for bed in an hour".  It means "Do it now".  Many kids don't know this; they wait and wait and wait till their parents get mad and make them do it!  


That's not obedience.  The Lord wants you to obey your parents right away.  Psalm 119:32.  


Delayed obedience is disobedience.    


3.
Do what you're told with a good attitude.  


Obeying your parents after arguing with them or with an ugly look on your face or while grumbling under your breath is not really obeying them.  Proverbs 23:26 says,


"My son, give me your heart,


And let your eyes observe my ways".

Obedience with a rotten attitude is disobedience.  


4.
Do what your parents want you to do--even if they don't tell you to do it.

No parent can make rules for every possible thing.  You've got to use your head.  For example,


Maybe your parents never told you, "Don't pour gasoline on the couch".  Or, don't throw the dishes at the cat.  Now, do they need to tell you things like these?  Of course they don't.  You know without being told. 


Before doing something, ask yourself: Would my mom and dad like this?  If not--don't do it!   

WHY TO OBEY YOUR PARENTS


Our verses give two good reasons to obey your parents: "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right".  


It's the right thing to do.  It may not be easy; it may not be fun; it may not be popular.  But it is right.  To be "right" means it pleases the Lord.  


God is pleased when he sees children obeying their parents.  He's unhappy when he sees them disobeying their parents, arguing with their parents, sneaking around their parents, and grumbling against their parents.  


This is the best reason of all to obey your parents: It makes the Lord happy.  


The second reason is also a good one: "Children, obey your parents in the Lord...that it may be well with you and that you may live long on the earth".
 


Obeying your parents is good for you now.  And when you grow up too.  


Think of all the trouble you'll stay out of at home by obeying your parents.  I never heard of a kid being punished for obeying his parents.  Have your parents ever said this:


"I've had enough of your good attitude!  "Stop doing what I tell you or you'll get a spanking!
"Any more obedience out of you, young man, and you'll be grounded!"  

Obedience will help you outside the home also.  


I know a man who went camping with his family.  His son was playing on a big rock when the Dad said, "Son, turn around and come here".  The boy did it without hesitation.  The father took him back to the rock and pointed to a scorpion. Had he said, "Why?"  Or, "I'll be right there, Dad", he would have been stung.  Obedience helped him.  


Obedience will help you when you grow up.  


Let me speak first to the girls.  When you grow up, you'll probably be married.  When you are, you'll need to obey your husband.  If you don't, you'll have a very, very, unhappy marriage.  The time to learn to obey your husband is before you get married.  You learn how by obeying your parents.  


A word to the boys.  When you grow up, you'll have bosses at work.  Or, customers or clients to please.  When you do, you must obey their wishes.  If you don't, you'll never make a living and be very, very unhappy.  You learn how to please them by pleasing your parents.  


To boys and girls.  Adults have to obey the law.  If they don't, they get into big trouble.  If they drive too fast, they get a ticket.  If they drive drunk, they go to jail.  You learn how to obey the law by obeying your parents.



But, most of all, obedience will bring the blessings of God--Psalm 19:11.  While disobedience must bring down His judgments.  On the lost, disobedience brings the eternal punishment of hell.  Even saved people suffer when they disobey the Lord (think of Samson).  


Two good reasons to obey the Lord: It's right and its good for you.  It doesn't always seem that way.  Some men in the Bible wondered why bad people were so often happy and good people were so often sad. Psalm 37 gives the answer to that problem:


"Do not fret because of evildoers, nor be envious of the workers of iniquity.  For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb...Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him...for those who wait on the Lord, they shall inherit the earth".

The happiness of the wicked is probably not real and surely won't last.  But the joy of the good is a true thing and will only get better.  

HOW TO


The Lord wants you to obey your parents.  To help you do it, let me tell you three things:


You must be saved.  Most kids are bad because they're not Christians.  If you want to obey your parents, from the heart, you must repent of your sins and believe in Jesus Christ.  That won't make you perfect, but it will change you for the better.


You must stay away from kids who tempt you to sin--Proverbs 13:20.  


You must think about Jesus Christ as much as you can.  The best way to please your parents is to please the Lord.  Before you do things or say things, ask yourself, "Does the Lord want me to do it or to say it?"  If He does, it will make your parents happy too.  


How do you think about the Lord?  By keeping His Word in your mind.  Here's a good verse to memorize, Psalm 119:9:


"How shall a young man cleanse his way?


By taking heed according to Your Word".
CLOSE


Dear children, I want you to be happy.  I want you to be holy.  You won't be either until you learn to "Obey your parents in the Lord".  May God teach you how.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

