TEXT: Matthew 22:34-38PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Children's Sermon: Loving God


Dear Children,


For the last few months, I've talked to you about the Christian life.  Where does it begin?  It begins with baptism--right?  Wrong.  It starts with conversion.  God changes a sinner into a saint.  He does it--not magically--but by giving him repentance and faith.  Have you repented of your sins?  Have you believed in Christ?  If you have, you're a Christian.  If you haven't, you're not a Christian.  Even if you're very nice.


After being converted, you've got to "pursue holiness".  You'll never be perfect in this life, but you must try hard to obey God.  In what you do, of course.  But also in what you say, and what you think.  Are you "pursuing holiness"?  You'd better, for "Without holiness no one will see the Lord".  


The Christian "Grows in grace" his whole life.  But what then?  He dies.  Is that a terrible thing for the believer?  No it isn't.  We're sad when a friend of relative dies.  But he's not sad at all!  When the Christian dies, his soul or spirit goes back to God and is made perfectly happy and holy.  


Is that the end?  No it isn't.  For one day, the Lord will come again and raise the dead.  On that day, the believer's perfect soul will be put back together with a glorified body.  And the whole person--body and soul--will be "forever with the Lord".  


Salvation is a very great blessing; it's a blessing for which you ought to be very, very thankful.  


"Oh that men would praise the LORD


for His goodness,


And for His wonderful works


to the children of men".

Believers feel thankful to God.  We want to show it in some way.  How do we do that?  That's what we'll talk about today and for the next few months, the Lord willing. 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT


What's the best to thank God for what He's done for you?  There are many good ways.  Children can show their love for God by obeying their parents, by being good to their brothers and sisters, by trying hard in school, by reading their Bibles, by praying, and by cleaning up their rooms!  All good ways to say "Thank You" to God.  


But there's one way that is better.  What is it?  What's the Number One thing God wants you to do?  You don't have to guess; you don't have to take my word for it.  


Jesus Christ said, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment".  


And so, the best way to thank God for saving you is to love Him.  

THE EXTENT


How much should you love God?  Our Lord says, "With all your heart, soul, and mind".  

What does this mean?  It's hard to say exactly, but I know this much for sure: It means you're to love God more than anyone or anything else.  


What's your favorite thing to do?  You must love God more than that.


Who's your best friend in the world?  You must love God more than that person.  


What would you love to be when you grow up?  You must love God more than that.  


Some of you love to eat.  Pizza, ice cream, spaghetti, hamburgers, falafel, sushi, gumbo, whatever.  Did you know some people love to eat so much that the Bible says their "God is their belly"?  (Philippians 3:19).  If you love God "with all your heart, soul, and mind", you've got to love Him more than the yummiest food in the world.  


You all like to have fun.  Swimming, camping, playing video games, trading Pokemon cards.  Did you know some people prefer these things to God?  They're "Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God" (II Timothy 3:4).  


I hope you all love your parents.  But the Lord Jesus said that compared to your love for God, you've got to "Hate father and mother" (Luke 14:26).  


[He doesn't want you to hate your parents, of course, but to love them far, far, far less than you love God].


We're all born loving someone very much.  I was; you were; your kids will be too.  Do you know who that "someone" is?  Look in the mirror and you'll know.  You love yourself very much.  We all do.  The believer, though must love God more than himself.  Luke 9:23.  


Your love for God is not perfect.  Neither is mine.  But, as believers in Christ, you must try to love Him more every day.  It's possible to love some things too much.  But you can't love God too much.    

THE NATURE


What is love?  


There are two sorts of love.  One kind is undeserved.  What is someone is bad to you?  Should you hate him?   No, you should love him.  The Lord says so: "Love your enemies".  How do you show your love to bad people?  By being patient with them; by forgiving them; by praying for them; by trying to help them.  


Is that how you show your love to God?  By forgiving Him?  No, of course not!  The other kind of love is deserved.  It's the sort of love you owe to someone because He is lovable and has loved you.  

THE REASONS


Why should you love God so much?  Because He is so lovable.  And because He so loves you.  


I know you love your parents, but there are things in them  that are not so lovable.  Maybe they're impatient with you.  Or stingy.  Or too busy.  But God isn't.  He is "Slow to anger"; He "Daily loads us with all benefits"; He's always God time to for you.  If you love your parents--despite the bad things in them--you should love God all the more--for nothing is bad in Him!  


Think about what He's done for you.  He made you.  He could have made you a pig that rolls in the mud or a dog that eats its own vomit!  But He didn't.  He made you a human--in His own Image.  


He sustains you.  Not every kid woke up this morning.  Some kids died last night.  But you didn't.  Not every kid can come to church--they're too sick.  But you're not.  Why not?  Because God is keeping you alive and well.  


He gives you Gospel privileges.  Not every one of you is saved, but you've all heard the Gospel; you all have a Bible; you all have parents who pray for you.  Not everyone does.  A missionary told me he would go to homes in India asking people, "Do you know Jesus Christ?"  They'd answer: "No, He doesn't live in this village".  Our Lord said, "Kings and righteous men longed to see what you see and did not see it".  You ought to love Him for that.  


Some of you are saved.  You have every reason to love God.  He loved you first and sent His Son to the cross to save you from your sins. 

THE PROOF


How do you know that you love God?  I John  gives two very good tests.  


The first is obedience from the heart.  "This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments, and His commandments are not grievous" (I John 5:3).     


You prove your love to God--not by saying "I love you" all the time (though that's good too)--but by doing what He wants you to do.  I Samuel 15:22.  


The second way to show your love for God is to love others.  "If a man says, `I love God' but hates his brother, he is a liar.  For he who loves not his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God Whom he has not seen?" (I John 4:20).  


You can't forgive God.  You can't help God.  You can't include God.  But you can forgive others; help others; and include others.  By doing this, you show your love--not only for them--but for God.   Matthew 25:31ff.  

CLOSE


Loving God is the most important thing in all the world.  Do you love Him?  I hope you do.  If you don't, repent of your sins and believe in Christ.  When you do, you'll start loving Him, for "The Love of God is shed abroad in your hearts by the Holy Spirit Who is given to you".  


If you do love God, be thankful.  For you only loved Him "Because He first loved you".  Grow in love.  The best way to love God more is to know Him better.  For the more you know about Him, the more lovable He becomes to you.  


God bless you all.  God make you lovers of God above all others.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

