TEXT: Job 19:25-27PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Children's Sermon: Resurrection


Children,


Four months ago we talked about starting the Christian life.  That life begins with conversion.  When God converts you, He changes you from saint to sinner.  He does it--not by waving a magic wand--but by giving you the gifts of repentance and faith.  Everyone who has repented and believed is converted.  But if you haven't, you are not saved.  Even if you obey your parents, try hard in school, and read your Bible every day. 


The Christian life begins with conversion.  But it doesn't stop there.  Once you're converted, you must become holy in your thoughts, words, and actions.  No one is perfectly holy in this life, of course.  But you've got to be holy.  You've got to confess your sins and try to do God's will.  That pursuit of holiness must go on all your life.  


The next step in your salvation is one we don't like to think about very much, and that is...death.  When the believer in Christ dies, his spirit leaves his body and goes to Jesus Christ in heaven.  At that time, your soul is made perfect.  Death is bad for your body, but good for your spirit.  


The next step in your salvation is...what?  What comes after death for the believer?  The resurrection.  That's what I'm going to talk about today: The resurrection.

DEFINITION


What is the resurrection?  It is the opposite of death.  Remember what I told you death was?  It is the separation of body and soul.  When the believer dies, his body is buried in the ground and his soul goes to heaven.  The two that are together now split apart when you die. 


The resurrection reverses that!  To resurrect means to put the body and soul back together again.  In other words, it means to raise a dead body back to life.

POSSIBILITY


Is that possible?  Can a person come back to life after he's dead?  Not in a movie or a book, but in the real world?  Can that happen?  I mean really happen?  


Yes it can.  Matthew 19:26; Acts 26:8.  


Not only can the dead rise, but they actually have risen from the dead!  Think of Lazarus or Tabitha.  Some kids rose too--the boy from Nain, the daughter of Jairus, and others.  


Most importantly, Jesus Christ rose from the dead.  


So it is not only possible for the dead to rise, but it has happened in the past.  And will happen again in the future.  

TWO SORTS


Did you know there are two sorts of resurrections?  One is temporary, the other is final.  Lazarus was raised from the dead, only to die again.  It was a real resurrection, but not the kind I'm going to talk about any more today.


The other resurrection is the final one.  This is what our Lord Jesus enjoyed.  When He rose, He didn't get old and die again.  No!  He entered into the fullness of life!  He rose from the dead and went to heaven.  


It's that kind of resurrection that is waiting for every believer in Christ.  When we die, we'll rise again.  But not to die a second time; it's to live forever with the Lord!

WHEN


When will the believer rise from the dead?  Not when he dies.  But when the Lord comes again on the Last Day.  When will that be?  We have no idea.  Some men have predicted when it will come, but they've all been wrong.  Our Lord once said, "Of that day and hour knows no man, no not the angels of heaven, but My Father only" (Matthew 24:36).  


When it happens doesn't matter.  Only that it will happen.

WHAT KIND OF BODY?


What kind of body will you have at the resurrection?  You'll have your body.  I won't rise as Alexis; Philip won't rise as Tommy; Jesse won't rise as his dad (if he did, where would he fit it all in?)


No, the believer rises in his own body.  


But, although the body will be yours, it won't be like it is now.  Your body will be glorified!  What does that mean?  It's hard to say, but this much we know for sure.  The believer's body will be something like the glorified body of Jesus Christ, I John 3:2.  


That means: No sin, no sorrow, no sickness, no weakness, no death.  


Can you imagine how beautiful the bodies of Adam and Eve were before the Fall?  Ours will be better than theirs!  For their bodies were only created by God; ours will be Redeemed!  

DOING


What will these glorified bodies be doing in heaven?  They won't be doing bad things!  Glorified mouths don't lie; glorified hands don't punch.  


They will be used to worship and serve the Lord Jesus Christ.  Right now, your eyes would be blinded by once glimpse of the Lord.  But when your eyes are raised from the dead, they'll be able to gaze at Him for eternity.  He's the most beautiful thing there is to look at.  You'll never get bored staring at Him!  Your mouth will be singing His praises.  You'll sing more beautifully than we can imagine.  Your knees will bow before Him in worship and love.  And they'll never get tired or sore or stiff.  

HOPE AND WARNING


This is what the believer has to look forward to.  One day, your perfect soul and glorified body will be with the Lord.  Forever.  We know this because God says so.  He promises.  The promise is to every believer.  The believing man; the believing woman; the believing teenager; the believing kid; even the believing baby.  Everyone who believes in Christ will enjoy the blessings of the resurrection.  


But what about those who don't believe in the Lord?  Will they be resurrected?  Yes they will.  But not to spend eternity with God.  But to burn forever in the Lake of Fire.  I wish that were not true.  But it is.  It's not true because I say so--but because Christ says so!  Matthew 10:28.  


There is one resurrection.  But it's made up of two parts.  Acts 24:15 calls it "The resurrection of the dead, both of the just and of the unjust".  I hope you'll have a place in the first.  And not the second.  You may.  Right now.  By putting your faith or trust in Jesus Christ.  Why don't you do it?  Why not now?  


God bless you all.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

