TEXT: II Corinthians 8:9; Philippians 2:1-7PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Children's Sermon: The Humiliation of Christ


Children,


My talk today is on the humiliation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
THE MEANING


What does that mean?  Most of the time, "humiliation" means "embarrassment".  Have you ever been embarrassed?  Your feelings ever been hurt?  Have you ever blushed when you did something foolish in front of other people?  I have.  Let me tell you a story.


When I was sixteen years old, I was in school, talking with my friends.  I dropped something and when I bent down to pick it up--guess what happened?  My pants split open in the back!  All my friends saw it and laughed their heads off.  As for me?  I didn't laugh much.  I was embarrassed.  I was humiliated.  


That's how we use the word "humiliation".  But that is not what I mean when I speak of the "humiliation of our Lord".  Here, I mean it in a special way.  It means our Lord humbled Himself or lowered Himself.


Think of a rich man who lowers himself to be poor.  He moves out of his mansion and becomes "homeless", living on the street, sleeping under bridges, and so on.  He gives up his delicious food to poke around in the garbage, looking for scraps.  He takes off his fine clothes to wear rages and to go barefooted.  This man has lowered himself.


That's what I mean by our Lord's "humiliation".  

THE FACT


Did our Lord humble Himself?  The Bible says He did.  Our verse says so,


"Though He was rich...He became poor".  


Philippians 2:7 says the same thing in different words.  


"He emptied Himself".  


Anyone who has read the Gospels (or even heard about His life) knows that He lived--not as a king or rich man--in poverty, sorrow, and contempt.  


And so, our Lord was humiliated.  He was lowered or humbled. 

THE WAYS


In what ways was our Lord lowered?  The short answer is: In every way.  But to be more specific, let me mention a few.


He became a human.  Now, for you and me, this is no disgrace.  After all, being human is a lot better than being a dog or tree, or a dirt clod.  But before our Lord became a man, He was God!  And for God to become human is a big step down.  As a Man, He didn't know everything.  As a Man, He got tired and hungry and thirsty and lonely.  As a Man, He needed others to help Him and to pray for Him, and so on.  As God He is Almighty!  But as Man, He was weak.  


He became a poor man.  Unlike us, our Lord had a choice of parents and home, and so on.  You'd think He would choose a rich and educated family, who lived in a beautiful place and at just the right time.  But He didn't.  His parents were poor--a lot poorer than anyone here.  That means they weren't cultured or well-spoken.  They lived in a awful place--Nazareth (where no decent person wanted to live) and at a terrible time in the history of their people.  Not when David or Solomon ruled Israel, but when the nation was enslaved to the Caesars in Rome.  In heaven our Lord had everything He could want.  But on earth, "The Son of Man had nowhere to lay His head".  


He became a hated man.  Everyone wants to be liked or loved.  Most of us are.  But not the Lord.  He was "despised and rejected of men...[when others saw Him, they] hid their faces from Him".  He was ignored--and a lot worse.  He was laughed at; He was lied about; He was threatened; He "suffered the contradiction of sinners".  And for what?  "They hated Me without a cause".  


He suffered and died.  He suffered His whole life long, you know.  But His last hours were especially terrible.  He was betrayed by the kiss of a good friend.  He was arrested and put on trial.  He was found guilty of blasphemy.  He was beaten by Herod's men.  He was whipped by Pilate.  He was rejected by the people.  He was nailed to a cross.  He died between two thieves.


Many other "humiliations" could be given.  But these must do for the moment.  Our Lord was lowered in every possible sense. He went as low as a man can get.  And even lower. 

THE NATURE


Our Lord's humiliation was sort of like our own.  But in one way, at least, it was quite different.  Our losses are not desired; they happen to us against our will.  If I had a choice between wealth and poverty, I'd choose riches.  If I had a choice between good health and bad, I'd rather be well.  If I had a choice between being loved by everyone or hated, I want love.  The problem is: I don't have these choices.


But Jesus Christ did.  He could have been born in the Imperial Palace of Rome.  But He chose a barn in Bethlehem.  He could have been King.  But He chose to be a servant.  He could have been popular.  But He chose to be hated.  He could have chosen life.  But He chose death.       


This is very important.  The Bible says He chose to live and die as He did.  Did He have to suffer?  No He didn't!  At any time, He could have called "seven legions of angels" to rescue Him.  But He never made the call.  In fact, He


"He gave [His] back to the smiters and [His] cheeks to those who plucked off the beard.  [He] did not hide His face from shame and spitting" (Isaiah 50:6).  

THE REASON


Why did our Lord "humble" Himself?  The Bible gives two reasons.  The first is: To save us.


Let me tell you a little story.  It's kind of gross and maybe your mom won't approve.  But here goes.


What would you do if you dropped a coin into the toilet?  Well, you could command it to come out.  Or, you could plead with it to come out.  You could offer it a reward for coming out.  You could threaten to flush it if it doesn't come out.  After all those words, you know where the coin would be?  In the same place it was before you spoke them.  In the toilet.  


There's only one way of getting that coin out.  You've got to reach in for it.  That may be gross and dirty and stinky of revolting.  But there's no other way of doing it.  


In the same way, there's no way of saving sinners but reaching down to get them.  This means, if we're to be saved, God must join the human race and suffer all our pain and sorrow.  Which He did in Jesus Christ.  


Our Lord came to earth so that we could go to heaven.  That's the first reason for His humiliation.  And the most important.


The second is this: To set an example for us.  "Let this mind be in you that was first in Christ Jesus".


What "mind"?  The mind that chooses serving over being served.  The mind that helps others before helping itself.  The mind that "esteems others better than itself".

CLOSE


Because our Lord humbled Himself for you, you ought to thank Him, love Him, and serve Him from the heart.  Psalm 116:12 says


"What shall I render to the LORD


for all His benefits toward me?"  


If our Lord humbled Himself (the Lord of glory, no less), then you ought to humble yourself in putting others first.  


I pray God will teach you these things.  And me too.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

