TEXT: Hebrews 12:14PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Children's Sermon: Holiness


Children,


Last month I talked about becoming a Christian.  The Christian life--we all know--starts with...baptism.  No it doesn't!  It begins with conversion.   By God's grace, sinners are converted (or changed into) saints.  The change takes place through repentance and faith.  To be converted, you must be sorry for your sins and trust Jesus Christ for your salvation.  


That's where we start life in Christ: with conversion.  


But that's not where it ends.  Once you're converted, you go on to "Pursue (or follow after) holiness".  


That's what the sermon is about today: Holiness.  

WHAT IS HOLINESS?


Before I tell you what it is, let me tell you what holiness is not:


1.
Holiness is not knowing things about God, Jesus Christ, or the Bible.  Satan knows God (James 2:19); he knows who Jesus Christ is (Mark 5:7); He knows the Bible and is able to quote it (Matthew 4:6).  I hope you know many things about God, our Lord, and His Word--but don't think knowing these things means you're holy.  It doesn't.  


2.
Holiness is not being baptized, going to church, or taking the Lord's Supper.  Christ had twelve close friends--all of whom were baptized by John, never missed church, and ate the first Lord's Supper with Him.  All were holy men, weren't they?  No they weren't.  One of them was very bad--Judas Iscariot.  Being baptized is a good thing; going to church is, and so is taking the Lord's Supper.  But they don't mean you're holy.  


3.
Holiness is not looking good to other people or seeming to be holy.  Think of the Pharisees.  The Lord compared them to cups--clean and shiny on the outside but dirty and gross on the inside.    


If holiness is not these things, then what is it?  Holiness means two things:


1.
You don't love your sins any more.  This doesn't mean you no longer sin.  No one is sinless.  But a holy person--man, woman, boy or girl--does not love his sins.  


2.
You love God and try to serve Him.  Your love for the Lord isn't perfect; you wished you loved Him more--but you truly love Him.  And this love for God makes you want to obey Him and to please Him, John 14:23a:



"If anyone loves Me, he will keep my words".  

If this is what holiness is, I have to ask you something.  Don't say anything, but answer in your mind: Are you holy?  

IS HOLINESS IMPORTANT?


Some things are unimportant.  Some things are kind of important.  Some things are very important.  Holiness belongs to the last group: it is very important.  


It is more important to be holy than it is to be happy.  Or healthy.  Or rich.  Or smart.  Or good looking.   Or popular.  Or cool.  Do you know why?  Because sad people can go to heaven.  So can sick people.  So can the poor, the dumb, the ugly, the unpopular, and even the uncool.  


All these can go to heaven when they die.  But the unholy cannot.  Heaven has plenty of room for Geeks, Losers, Nerds, and Weirdos.  But it's got no room for the unholy.  


That's what our verse teaches.  "Pursue peace and holiness without which no one will see the Lord".  When the holy stand before God in the Judgment, they see His smiling face, welcoming them into heaven.  "Well done, you good and faithful servant!  Enter into the joy of your Lord".  


But the unholy won't see that smiling face.  To them, God turns His back in anger and disapproval.  They're rejected by God!  This sends them straight to hell.  Where they must suffer for their sins.  Forever.  


Holiness is important.  Very important.  Our Lord Jesus said, 


"If your right eye makes you sin, pluck it out and throw it away...If your right hand makes you sin, cut if off and throw it away...If your right foot makes you sin, cut it off...for it is better to enter into life crippled (or blind) than to be cast into hell fire".


I don't know about you, but my right eye and my right hand and my right foot are pretty important to me.  But it's better to be blind or all cut-up than to be unholy. 


Holiness is important.  Is it important to you?  If so, how important is it to you?  Is it more important than your Pokemon cards?  Is it more important than your boyfriend or girlfriend?  Is it more important than what people think of you?  


God says holiness is important.  I wish you'd believe Him.  

HOW DO YOU BECOME HOLY?


Remember, holiness is only for the saved.  You cannot be holy unless you are a Christian.  You become a Christian through repenting of your sins and believing in Jesus Christ.  Unless you've done that, you'll never be holy.  You might be nice; you might be religious.  But you won't be holy.  


If you're saved, you become holier through:


1.
Recognizing your sins, confessing them to the Lord, and trying to quit them (I John 1:9; Proverbs 28:13).  


2.
Finding out God's will for your life and trying as hard as you can to do it (Psalm 119:6).  


3.
Staying away from bad people (I Corinthians 15:33).  


4.
Spending time with good people (Proverbs 13:20).  


5.
Spending time with God in prayer and Bible reading.  

WHERE DO YOU START?


The best place to start "pursuing holiness" is in the things you already know and can do right now.  If you're ten, don't worry about choosing the right husband or wife or whether you should be a pastor when you grow up.  Right now, these things don't matter much.  


What matters are the things you know God wants you to do right now.  And not to do.  


You know He doesn't want you to fight with your brothers and sisters.  He doesn't want you to lie or say bad words.  He doesn't want you to think evil thoughts.  


You know He wants you to obey your parents, to try hard in school, and to pray.  


Start with the things you know. When you do, God will bless you and lead you now and in the years to come.  

DOES HOLINESS SAVE YOU?


You cannot be saved without holiness.  But this doesn't mean holiness saves you.  No it doesn't!  You're not saved because you're holy.  You're holy because you're saved.  


If you're not holy, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He'll make you holy.  


If you are holy, thank the Lord for this blessing, and keep up "pursuing holiness".  You can do it.  Even when it's hard and people laugh at you for it.  You can do, for the Lord is working in you.  You may not feel His work, but He's doing it.  You can become holy--at any age.  For you "...can do all things through Christ who strengthens you".

