TEXT: Jude 20-25PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Jude #4: Exhortations and Doxology


Jude's Epistle is one long warning.  Men have sneaked into the church with a hidden agenda: To "turn the grace of God into licentiousness".  They are not sincere, but mistaken brethren, but apostates and heretics.  They themselves are "marked for condemnation"; anyone who goes along with them will suffer the same fate.  Jude hopes we won't.  


But how do we escape their influence?  How do we avoid their end?  These closing paragraphs tell us, if we have the ears to hear them.  May God give us good spiritual hearing, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  


In vv.20-21, Jude tells each of us what he must do to avoid the apostates' trap.  


The first is, "Build yourselves up on your most holy faith".  The word "faith" should be understood objectively--not believing, but that which is believed, i.e., the doctrines of the Gospel.  We must, in short, learn our doctrine and learn it well.  This will take some effort.  We must:


1.
Read the Bible.  All true doctrine is taught in or inferred from Scripture.  Unless we read the Bible, therefore, we won't know  God-given doctrine.  There is no substitute for the personal, daily, and careful reading of God's Word.  


2.
We must meditate on the Bible.  Scripture does not help us if it gets no deeper than the eye balls.  It must be received or welcomed or entertained.  We must ponder what the Holy Spirit says; compare what He says in one place with another; analyze and organize it into a coherent system.  


3.
We must discuss the Bible.  "Iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend" says Proverbs 27:17.  All believers are endowed with the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, every believer (including the young and ignorant) know something.  We must be willing to exchange ideas, discard the bad, hold on to the good.  


4.
We must submit to the Bible.  Nothing hinders our learning more than an unwillingness to act on the things we already know.  "If any man is willing to do His will, he will know concerning the doctrine..."  


If you hope to avoid error and its practical consequences, you must know the truth.  And "knowing" is right hard work!   It must be "sought as silver and searched for as hidden treasure" says the Proverb.  


When it comes to doctrine, most professed believers trust either intuition or tradition.  But neither is reliable.  "He who trusts his own heart is a fool..."    And "...Your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men".  On doctrine, we mustn't trust ourselves or others; it is the Word we trust!  "Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him".  


Question: Are you "building yourselves up on your most holy faith?"  If you're not reading the Bible with care, the answer is No!  If you're not, you're tempting God and begging for apostasy.


The second thing we must do is to "pray in the Holy Spirit".  The little word, "in", has thrown some readers for a loop.  It smacks of mysticism; it sounds like "praying in tongues".  But these can't be true.  For neither reaches the mind; but "contending for the faith" is quite intellectual in its nature.  And so, what does it mean?  It means praying under the direction of the Holy Spirit.   In His Word, the Holy Spirit tells us what to pray for; by His interior working, he moves us to pray for those things.  Hence, "praying in the Holy Spirit" naturally follows the study of Scripture.  


Where do your prayers come from?  Are they the product of lust?  Some are: "You ask and receive not because you ask amiss, that you may consume it upon your desires".  Do they come from the example of others?  Or do they come from the Holy Spirit?  If they come from the Spirit, they'll be answered!  "This is the confidence that we have in Him, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us, and we know that we have the petitions that we desire of Him".  


When we sincerely pray for knowledge and for protection from error, receive them we must.  


Question: Are you "praying in the Holy Spirit?"  If you're not asking Him for wisdom, the answer is No!  And keep this in mind: the opposite of wisdom is not innocent ignorance, but apostasy!  Let it not be said of you, "You have not because you ask not".  


The third thing we must do is "keep (ourselves) in the love of God".  The "love" to which this refers is not our love for God, but His love for us.  His love was ours before the world was and will never be taken from us.  Yet, somehow or other, Jude wants us to stay in it.  


What does this mean?  Something like this: We must constantly recall God's love for us.  God's love, of course, never changes.  But our perception of it does.  We must keep it in mind; it must be central to our thinking at all times!  Paul wanted his friends to "know the love of Christ which passes knowledge".  Why?  Not so they'd feel good all the time, but so that they would pursue holiness.   What's the connection?  John tells us: "We love Him because He first loved us".  Unless we know His love for us, we'll have precious little love for Him.  And nothing will make you more vulnerable to the false teachers than a disintegrating love for God.  


Question: Are you "keeping yourselves in the love of God"?  Has the thought occurred to you today?  If so, how often and how deeply?  If it hasn't, you're in grave danger.  I was staggered by the connection, Psalm 26:3: "For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, and I have walked in your truth".  


The fourth thing we're to do is "Look for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life".  This means you're to live in hope!  Not the hope that your problems will soon be solved--but that eternal life awaits you in the presence of Jesus Christ!  "He who has this hope in him, purifies himself even as He is pure".  What hope?  This one: "It does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is".  


Our hopes are often disappointing because we're hoping for the wrong things!  We're hoping for more money or for less pain, but not for "eternal life".  If we hope for the latter, our hopes will be fulfilled and over-filled!  Moreover, we'll kept from apostasy.  No one who's waiting for the Heavenly Feast will crave the heretic's slop.  


Question: Are you "looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life"?  If not, you're living without hope; that is suicide.  


And so, these are the personal duties.  If you would overcome the evil ones, you must study the Bible and pray in the Spirit; you must ponder God's love and look for Christ's coming. 


But what about others?  Do we bear any responsibility toward others in the church?  Or is it "every man for himself"?  In vv.22-23, Jude tells us how to help others prevent apostasy. 


 The wording is odd--to be sure--but the meaning can be gotten.  What Jude does is separate the erring brethren into two categories: the feeble and the pig-headed. 


What should we do for the feeble brethren?  We should "have compassion, making a distinction".  A "distinction" between whom?  The feeble and the pig-headed, of course!  The former must be reproved and corrected with "compassion" or tenderness.  You can't use sophisticated arguments with them; you'd can't bawl them out either.  Some believers must be cared for like a premature baby.  Let's not be so thoughtless or impatient to treat them otherwise!  It's our duty to help the little ones for whom Christ died.  


What about the others?  They're smart and assertive, and stubborn.  How do we help them see the error of their ways?  These we "save with fear pulling them out of the fire".  With them, we must be bold.  We must show them the folly and danger of their error; we must teach them the way of truth and insist that they return to it.  Why?  Because their error has "defiled" them.  It has made them unclean before God and disgusting to His people.  They must be reproved with vigor.  Paul says to "sharply reprove" them; he did just that to Peter.  Understand, please, these extreme measures are done out of pride or malice, but out of love.  Moreover, they are not used on brethren who err in secondary issues, but on "the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints".  


In short: We have been the given ministry of mutual oversight.  Let's exercise it for the wellbeing of our beloved brethren.  


Up to this point, Jude has recalled our responsibility to ourselves and to others.  In the closing verses, he reminds us of the power that lay behind our efforts.  


God is "able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy".  What we cannot do for ourselves and for others, He can do.  This thought not only sustains us in our weakness, but fills us with an "exceeding joy" in this life and the next.  The joy "bubbles over" into praise:


"To the only wise God, our Savior,


Be glory and majesty,


Dominion and power,


Both now and forever.


Amen."


Jude has followed the Apostolic pattern.  He has linked good doctrine with practical living and soul-stirring worship.  We may learn from him, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

