TEXT: Jonah 1:3-16PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Studies in Jonah #2: Co-workers with God


Let's continue our Christ-centered study of Jonah, with the prayer that God will bless to our souls.  I want to emphasize the Christ-centeredness of the study because this book is not about Jonah; it's not about Nineveh; it's not about big fish or scared sailors.  The Book of Jonah--like the rest of the Bible--is about Christ and His saving work.  Speaking of the Old Testament Scriptures, our Lord said: "It is they which testify to Me".  And so they do--from cover to cover.  


Last time, we saw that Nineveh--a real place, the ancient capital of Assyria--stood for the world in all its guilt and under the wrath of God.  But God would not vent His fury on that people; He would give them the gifts of "repentance and the remission of sin".  Nineveh thus becomes a portent of what He would do in Christ, that is, save the world.


Coming to our present passage, we ask: What does the Lord want us to learn from it?  Many things, of course, can be learned.  From Jonah, we see the folly and danger of not doing God's will.  From the storm, we recall God's control of nature.  From the sailors, we learn that unbelievers may know more than God's people.  Unlike Jonah, they knew it was better to pray than to sleep.  He needed to remember that; so did Peter, James, and John; so do we.  All of these are valuable lessons and worth thinking about with care.  


But I don't think they're what the Lord is getting at in this place.  I think He's teaching us a truth more profitable than these and others like them.  What is it?  This: 


The LORD uses the unlikliest persons to do His will.  


His will, of course, is to save Nineveh.  In doing that, He'd stir hope in all the nations; He'd make the whole world long for the Coming Salvation.  


How is He going to do it?  He's not going to Nineveh Himself.  He might have; He appeared several times in the Old Testament.  He dined with Abraham; He talked with Moses "as a man talks with his friend"; He led the armies of Israel across the Jordan; He walked in a fiery furnace. And so, He might have come to Nineveh in great glory and been hailed as its Savior.  But He didn't.  


He won't use angels.  He might have done that, too. They were often employed to bring His Word to men.  Some carried threats; others brought "Good News".  Had He sent angels to Nineveh, they would have been eager to go and able to fulfill His every wish.  But He didn't send angels.


He sends a man. 


A work of this magnitude requires a man of rare qualities.  He must combine the power of Samson, the wisdom of Solomon, the courage of Caleb, the faith of Abraham, the eloquence of Apollos, and more.  Surely God has found such a man?


No He hasn't.  "Now the Word of the LORD came to Jonah, the son of Amittai..."   


What sort of man is Jonah?


He is a man who knows the will of God but is loath to obey it.  "Arise, go to Nineveh" is the command.  The response?  "But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish".  


Some of God's people are impulsive but keep their consciences tender.  Like the young man in the parable, when told "Go to work", they balk for a time, but reconsider, and go.  Was Jonah this way?  He wasn't.  When sent to Nineveh, he choose Tarshish, and had so hardened his heart that he slept through a typhoon.  


Many believers are so headstrong they can only be improved by severe chastening.  Jonah had plenty of that.  Did it change him?  Not much.  Though he preached to Nineveh at last, he remained as bitter and hateful as ever.


If we were to choose a missionary for Nineveh, Jonah would be the last man we'd think of.  But God has a way of reversing things.  He takes the man--with all his faults--and uses him to save the world.  


Why would He do that?  We needn't guess.  Paul tells us.  "God has chosen the foolish things of the world..." for two reasons: (1) "That no flesh should glory in His presence"; and so that, (2) "He who glories, let him glory in the Lord". 


God chose Jonah--not in spite of his weaknesses--but because of them.  He was so unfit for the work that no one could think of him as Savior of Nineveh.  Jonah knew it wasn't his love that brought the city to Christ.  And seeing his hissy fit at the end, his converts knew it too.     


The irony shouldn't be missed: A pathetic preacher becomes the herald of world redemption.  

------------


Jonah was not the only surprising Man God used to fulfill His saving purpose.   In fact, all of them were.  And are.  


When He promised to create a nation whose number would be greater than the sands of the sea, He started with a man--100 years old!  


When He looked for a king to rule His people He found him.  Where else?  In a field, tending a poor man's flock.     


When He joined the human race, the LORD chose a captive people, a peasant family, a tacky hometown, illiterate disciples, and a crown--of thorns.  


This is the Lord's way.  


"My thoughts are not your thoughts


Neither are your ways My ways".


To put it otherwise,


"That which is highly esteemed among men


Is an abomination in the sight of God".


Appeal.


If what I've said is true--we mustn't revere men.  Especially pastors who are, at the most, but "Earthen vessels"--cheap and crumby clay pots.  A pastor who wants your admiration is not worthy of it.   To those who would fawn over us, we must say with Peter, "Stand up!  I am also a man".  And with the angel, "See that you do not do that...Worship God!"  


Nineveh paid no tribute to Jonah.  Neither should we.  Love us as brethren, of course!  But look to us as Fathers and Rabbis?  No way.  You have One Father.  And One Rabbi.  That's enough.  


If what I've said is true--we mustn't despair of our unfitness for God's work.  For He takes special delight in using such people to promote His cause in the world.  In short: If God can use Jonah, He can use you.  


Thus, we can pray: "Lord, if you use the foolish things of this world, you've never had bigger fools than we are.  Use us".  


It is a high privilege to be "workers together with God".  To be His partners in the work of redemption.  Let us be up and at it!  And let us recall,


"The glory Lord, from first to last,


Is due to Thee alone."

