TEXT: John 21:20-25PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of John #52: Close


Today, the Lord willing, we will bring our long study of John's Gospel to a close.  If it's been half as good for you as it has to me, our time has been well spent.  What is written of Revelation is no less true of John: "Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy".  Make no mistake: we are blessed by John's Gospel.  "Kings and righteous men" would gladly trade places with us.  


These last six verses are divided into two parts: (1) Our Lord's last conversation; and (2) the Epilogue or last word.  Let's look at each, in turn.  


The Last Conversation, vv.20-23.  


Three men are involved in the conversation: Peter, John, and our Lord Jesus.  The narrative is clear, and needn't keep us long. 


 The Lord was saying something to Peter, privately it seems.  What he told him was how he would die and the result thereof.  Peter would die--not lying in bed as most do--but hanging on a cross.  He too would die by crucifixion.  His death, of course, would not atone for sins, as our Lord's did, but it would bring glory to God. 


 Peter does not quarrel with his fate, but would like to know about John's too.  What would happen to him?  The Lord rebukes Him for his idle speculation and tells Peter he has enough to do living his own life.  


But what of John?  If he lives till Jesus comes again, that's none of Peter's business!  What he needs to do is to follow Christ.      


That's the story.  What does it mean?  It reflects on the three men in ways more significant that we might think.  What does it say about Peter?  Two things come to mind:


Positively, it says that Peter is himself again.  If you read the Gospels, you'll find Peter talking more than all the other disciples combined.  That is the kind of man he is; Peter is a talker.  


But for a time, he hadn't done much talking, had he?  Three times he had denied the Lord and now he's ashamed of himself.  This is a common experience; you've had it yourself.  No one talks more at home than I do.  It's "wall to wall chatter".  On and on I go--till I hurt my wife's feelings.  Then--I want to make up with her--but I feel a little "funny".  "Sheepish" is the word.  That's how Peter felt.  


For a time, he was worried the Lord wouldn't forgive him.  And if He did, He sure wouldn't forget!   And so, Peter was quiet.


But listen to him now!  He's shooting off his mouth again!  It's good to have you back, old friend!  What does this imply?  It implies the Lord had forgiven him--fully forgiven him.  What's more: He had communicated that forgiveness to Peter.  He was not only forgiven, Peter knew he was forgiven!  He knew the Bible before, but now, he felt its truth:


"Blessed is the man whose transgression


is forgiven; whose sin is covered".  


And so, positively, Peter is himself again, because the Lord had forgiven him.  That's the first thing our passage says about Peter.


The second is, negatively, Peter is himself again.  


Peter spoke up quite often.  And usually what he said was foolish!  Remember when he offered to build three booths so our Lord, Moses, and Elijah could live comfortably on earth?  He's put his foot in his mouth again!  "But what about this man?"  Peter's just dying to know what will become of John.  


"What is that to you?"  This means, don't mind John's business.  His future is in My hands, not yours.  Peter must be content with that.  Do you like busybodies?  Neither does our Lord Jesus.  And so, don't be one.  "Study to be quiet and do your own business" is God's Word to us.  


"Follow Me".  The word order is emphatic: "You follow Me" is what the Lord says.  Peter is not only to stay out of John's business, but is to give himself entirely to his own.  And what is Peter's business?  Following Jesus Christ.  


Idleness is a sin.  It is also the mother of sins.  If one has nothing good to do, he'll soon find something bad.  But we always have something good to do, don't we?  We can always follow Christ!  If we're doing that--giving ourselves wholly to the Lord--we won't have time to meddle in the affairs of other people.      


And so, negatively, Peter is himself again, because he's meddling.  That's the second thing our verses tell us about him.   


Let's move on to the second character, John.  What do we learn about him?  


We learn that John cherishes our Lord Jesus.  Our Lord is having a private chat with Peter, but John loves Him so dearly, he sneaks off and listens in.  He wants "Every word that proceeds from the mouth of God".  Not just some.  


This is no new thing with John.  He is the same man who once "leaned on His breast at the Supper".  And whispered in His ear.  Long he had loved the Savior.  And now--once last time--he's proving it.  


Do you cherish the Lord?  Do you prefer His company to other friends'?  His will to your own?  If only you knew Him better, you would love Him more.  And so, get to know Him better.  Through reading the Word; through prayer; through meditation.  Think on Christ and you'll find Him 


"Fairer than the sons of men".


The second thing we learn about John is his deep humility.  Our Lord said, "If he tarries till I come, what is that to you?"  The Early Church, however, didn't understand Him.  They thought He meant "John would not die".  No doubt, they began to think too highly of John--as though the mystery of time were bound up with his life.  He was the "Omega Man" in the Early Church--eliciting "oooohs and aaaahs from all who knew him".  


It would have been easy for John to let them think this way.  Quite flattering, isn't it?  But it isn't true!  John cared more about the truth than he did his own reputation.  

 
"Let goods and kindred go,


This mortal life also;


The body they may kill,


God's truth abideth still".


That's what matters!  


This is a good lesson to learn: Learn to say, "I was wrong".  Pastors, in particular, need to learn it.  They seem to think that admitting their mistakes will undermine their credibility.  The opposite is true!  And even if it does, so what?  People are not sanctified by our consistency; they are "Sanctified by [God's] truth".  


We learn these things of John: He cherished the Lord and walked humbly with His people.  I pray the same can be said of us!  


The third character is also the most important: Our Lord Jesus.  What does the conversation say about Him?  


It says He is very gentle.  Peter had just affirmed his love for Christ three times.  Did he mean it?  Yes he did.  But no sooner is he restored than he backslides again!  He begs the Lord to forgive his quick tongue--and being forgiven--he shows his gratitude by shooting off his mouth again!  Had I been the Lord, I would have strangled him!  But thankfully, I am not.  Only the Lord is the Lord.  He proves it by "overlooking a transgression".  How kind and gentle He was--and is!  


He was also gentle to John.  Is there anything more annoying that someone who butts into a private conversation?  If the Lord was talking to John, He would have called him aside.  But he wasn't; he was talking to Peter--and along comes John, sneaking in like a little boy trying to overhear his parents!  


Our Lord knew John's heart.  He knew he wasn't acting wickedly.  And so, He doesn't say a word.  How kind He was--and is!  


This is the last conversation John records for us.  How full of grace it is.  How much the lessons need to be learned.  God teach them to us.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.   


The Epilogue, vv.24-25.  


John winds up his Gospel with a brief epilogue--or last word.  He wants us to know and remember two things.  They are:


The authenticity of His Gospel.  "This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true".  


The writer of this story is our Lord's dearest friend.  John had seen Him "up close and personal".  And now, he's telling us "the facts, just the facts".  


The Apostles thought this was very important.  John says it here; Peter wrote, "We have not followed cunningly devised fables, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty"; Paul said the same, "Am I not an Apostle?  Have I not seen the Lord Jesus?"  


The Gospel is not a well-crafted myth.  It is objective history.  And, unlike other histories, it's not slanted by the historians.  It is God's history, told God's way!  Therefore, we can trust it completely.  


Then he goes on to say, "And we know that his testimony is true".  Who is the "we"?  The Church.  How did the Church know John's story was true?  A few had seen for themselves; but most hadn't.  How did they know?  


They weren't smarter than others--that's for sure.  Neither were they more gullible than others!  Read the Gospels, and you'll see that!  They were quite skeptical men, for the most part.  "Slow to believe".  


How then did they know?  How do we know?  There is but one answer: God makes us know!  "For it is the God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, Who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (II Corinthians 4:6).  


This knowledge is not blind faith.  For it is quite reasonable to believe God!  "But how do you know it's God?"  someone asks?  John explains that too; God makes us know it is God!  "If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son" (I John 5:9).  


Our knowledge of God, in short, depends on the work of God in our souls.  


But now, someone will complain, "But why doesn't God give that knowledge to everybody?"  The Lord answers that one: "I thank You, Father Lord of Heaven and Earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent, and have revealed them unto babes.  Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight" (Luke 10:21).  


The answer won't satisfy everyone.  But so what?  God isn't obliged to us; it's we who are obliged to Him.  


The last thing John tells us is how wonderful Jesus Christ is.  He told us many things about the Lord--all of them utterly amazing.  All of them designed to make us know He is "the Christ, the Son of God".  


But John didn't tell the whole story.  Our Lord did much more than that.  Why didn't John tell us about them?  Because "The world itself could not contain the books".  


When the tales of Solomon's glory reached the Queen of Sheba, she scoffed at them.  But when she met him, she cried, "Not the half has been told".  Solomon was far greater than the legends about him.  "And behold, a greater than Solomon is here".  


Appeal.


So, why don't you believe in Christ?  Is there anything in Him unworthy of God?  Anything He left undone?  Any further proof needed that He is who John says He is?  If not, believe now, and find eternal life in Christ.  But don't quit there--go on to serve Him, to worship Him, and to love Him with all your heart, soul, and mind.  There's no reason not to.  Just do it!  God help you, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

