TEXT: John 2:13-22PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of John #5: The Temple, Old and New


Today brings us to the fifth sermon in our study of John's Gospel.  Its theme may be summed up in the familiar saying


"Out with the old.  In with the new".


The first paragraph shows our Lord Jesus purifying the temple that once stood in Jerusalem.  The second hints that a new temple is to be built upon the ruins of the old.  As God gave Israel access to the former, may He now give us admission to the latter.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.


Our passage opens with the cleansing of the temple, vv.13-17.


John begins in the customary way: by dating and placing the events of his story.  It occurred in "Jerusalem" at "the Passover of the Jews".  Jerusalem, of course, was the capital of the Hebrew state and the center of its public worship.  "The Passover" was a sacred holiday observed in the early spring of each year.  The details are given--it seems clear to me--not to teach a moral lesson or to conceal a Divine mystery, but to let us know: this really happened.  In a literal sense, our Lord Jesus went into the temple, overturned the tables, and drove out the men and livestock that were trampling and soiling its holy grounds.  


Why is this relevant?  Because John wrote his Gospel to identify Jesus as "The Christ, the Son of God".  And these forceful actions do just that.   The disciples knew it; as did the rulers of Israel.  


Touring the Temple courts, our Lord is deeply upset by what He sees.  The House of God has become an oriental bazaar.  Salesmen are hawking sheep, goats, doves, and the like; bankers are exchanging currencies.


Both services are needed.  Sacrifices must be offered at the Passover.  But Jews came to it from all over the world.  It was, therefore, easier--and maybe cheaper--to buy animals in Jerusalem than to bring them from home.  The "moneychangers" were also helpful.  The "Temple tax" must be paid in pure silver.  Only the Tyrian coin would do.  But most Jews didn't have any.  Hence, they took their local currency and bought some to support God's House.  The selling of livestock, therefore, and the changing of money was not wrong.


But surely the men were crooked, weren't they?  Matthew, Mark, and Luke say they were.  But John doesn't.  He is more radical than his friends.  He finds our Lord offended by something else: Using God's House for anything but His worship.


Why is this so abhorrent?  Because the Temple doesn't belong to the merchants or to the bankers...or to the rulers who leased them their spaces.  The House belongs to God!  


The rulers have become--in effect--squatters on God's property.  When the Son comes home, He takes possession of His Father's House, and kicks the bums out of it!  


When the disciples observe these startling events a Messianic Psalm comes to mind: "Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up".   These words, first written of King David is now applied to David's Royal Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  


The disciples are now more convinced than ever: "Rabbi, You are the Son of God, You are the King of Israel".  


The disciples understood what cleansing the Temple meant.  They were not alone.  In vv.18-22, we find the Rulers have gotten the message as well.

They approach our Lord bristling with anger: "What sign do you show to us, since You do these things?"  The question speaks for itself.  But what lies behind it?  Three charges:


1.
You have relieved the priests of their God-given duties.  The Temple's care was assigned to the priesthood.  But now a man of Judah has fired them all.  


2.
You have taken over their role as custodian of God's House.  The priests were required to keep intruders out of the Temple, but now it is they who intrude and the Lord Jesus who expels them.


3.
In sum: You are saying you're the Messiah.


Were they right?  Or were they twisting His actions to mean something He didn't intend?  They were right.  He has fired the priests; He has taken their place; He has asserted His Messianic claims.  


Will He back them up with an appropriate "sign"?   Yes He will.  But it won't be at the Rulers' request.  He is answerable to no one but God.  In God's good time, the Rulers will "Destroy this temple".  And "In three days [our Lord] will raise it up".  


This is no mean feat!  Herod spent forty-six years building the Temple, and our Lord will best him in three days!  The Jews don't believe it.  But v.21 explains: "He was speaking of the temple of His body".  


What does this mean?  What the Temple in Jerusalem was, our Lord Jesus would become.  And what's that?  The Temple was the place--the only place--where God and man could meet.  Of old, "the heavens declare[d] the glory of God", but His Name--His special Presence--was nowhere but in the Temple".  Hence, "praying toward the Temple" was equivalent to praying to God (cf. I Kings 8); "Longing for the courts of the LORD" was but another way of "Crying out for the living God" (cf. Psalm 84).  


In other words: Jesus Christ is the only place we can meet God.  "I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No man comes to the Father but by Me" says John 14:6.  Seeking God outside of Christ is vain; seeking God outside of Christ is sinful.  "There is one God and one mediator between man and God, the man Christ Jesus".  


By seizing control of the Temple that day, He pushed Aaron aside and became "High priest over the house of God".  


Should we regret the change?  We should not.  For our High Priest is a better man than Aaron was.  "Such a high priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, [and] separate from sinners..."    


He is more compassionate then Aaron or any of his successors.  "We do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin".  


He ministers in a better place than Aaron did.  "We have such a High Priest who is seated on the right hand of the throne of the majesty on high".  


He provides a better atonement than any other priest could give.  "If the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ...purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"  


He prays a better prayer than other priests.  "He ever lives to make intercession for us".


Instead of clinging to the Old Covenant (as some do) or confusing the Old and New (as others do), we should glory in the passing of the Old Covenant and in the arrival of the New Covenant.  Why?  Because the former "killed".  The latter "makes alive".  For the New Covenant is centered in the Prince of Life, our Lord Jesus Christ.  

