TEXT: John 2:1-12PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of John #4: The First Miracle


Today brings us to the fourth sermon in our study of John's Gospel.  Like the rest of Scripture, it was written with a purpose: "That [we] might believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  To help us believe the claim, John gathered evidence to support it.  He began with eye-witnesses.  Six men are named in the first chapter, all of whom swear to our Lord's Divinity.  If "at the mouth of two or three witnesses every word is confirmed", then we can be sure that "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  


In this second chapter, John turns to another kind of proof.  Circumstantial evidence is brought forward to support his claim.  He wants us to read it, to reflect on its meaning, and to "Believe in [Christ] for the works' sake".


The chapter opens with our Lord, His mother, and the first disciples at a wedding, vv.1-2.


The happy event is set in "Cana of Galilee".  It began "on the third day"--presumably three days after the call of Nathanael.  


Why does John put these details into his story?  What difference does it make where the wedding was held or when?  Some have assigned an allegorical meaning to them.  I don't.  The date and place are given to show the events really occurred.  John is not spinning out a parable or a fable.  If he were, the details would be both irrelevant and distracting.  He's giving "just the facts".  From this, we gather his purpose: He's not teaching a moral lesson; he's identifying the Savior.  


The Apostle won't have us look for obscure meanings in the story.  He doesn't want us to say, for example: "The water pots represent the sinner's empty soul.  Wine stands for joy.  Hence, the Lord Jesus can fill us with joy".  This is true, of course; He can.  But it is not what John is trying to teach us.  He sees the miracle as a display of our Lord's glory causing us to believe in Him.  See v.11 for proof.  


The wedding is jeopardized by a social blunder, vv.3-5.  Hebrew weddings lasted up to seven days, during which time the groom must provide food and drink for his guests.  To come up short on either was a mortifying breach of etiquette.  And that's just what happened: "...they ran out of wine".  


Someone turns to the Lord's mother for help.  She's at a loss, so she turns to her Son: "They have run out of wine".  Why did she do this?  She knew He had no money to buy more.  Did she expect Him to perform a miracle?  I don't see why she would--He'd never done one before.  


Mary turned to her Son because she knew the kind of man He was.  No one was more compassionate than He; or wiser.  Thus, He'd care about His friend's embarrassment.  And He'd come up with some way to avert it.  


His answer is jarring: "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me?  My hour has not yet come".  


"Woman" is not disrespectful.  But neither is it quite affectionate.  A son didn't call his mother, "Woman".  Unless there was some good reason.  Our Lord had one.  He was asserting His independence.  Up till now, He was Mary's son.  But once His public ministry began, He became God's Son--answerable to no one but His Father in Heaven.  Mary, therefore, has no say in His Messianic work.  


"My hour has not yet come" means: "I'm going to do something about the wine, but in God's good time".   What was hinted at 18 years before, now becomes plain: Our Lord "Must be about His Father's business".  The woman who bore our Savior is but "the handmaiden of the Lord".  


Mary may be taken aback.  But she's not offended.  She knows her Son is God's Man.  She tells the servants: "Whatever He says to you, do it".


Never has Mary spoken more wisely.  The servants are to obey fully, promptly, and without asking why.  So are we.  His "ways are not our ways, neither are our thoughts His thoughts".  That day, obedience seemed pointless and wasteful.  But it proved otherwise.  We may feel the same way.  Yet obey we must.  If we do, we won't be disappointed.  "Whoever believes in Him shall not be ashamed". 


The wedding is saved by our Lord's intervention, vv.6-10. 
He tells the servants to fill six big pots with water.  When finished, they're to bring some to the host.  A cup is brought to him and--the water has become wine!    And not just wine, but vintage wine.  The groom is pulled aside: "Why did you save the best wine for last?"  He has no answer.


But the servants do.  And so do the disciples.  The Lord Jesus has performed a miracle.  


Its explanation is given in v.11: "This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him". 


This is our Lord's first miracle.  But--note carefully--John doesn't call it a miracle.  He calls it a "sign".  What's the difference?  "Miracle" describes its nature; "sign" gives its function.  Turning water into wine is a miracle--an act of superhuman power.  But why was it done?  It was done to authenticate the ministry of Jesus Christ and to herald His coming kingdom.  


When the disciples tasted the wine, they knew their Teacher was of God.  Others felt the same way.  The man born blind (cf. chapter 9) said: "If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing".  Nicodemus (cf. chapter 3) agreed: "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher sent from God; for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with Him".  His signs were numerous and undeniable.  Peter appealed to them as proof of His Divinity: "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves, know..."


This is true in general of His signs.  But what of this specific sign?  What did turning water into wine signify?  The coming of His Kingdom.  


Isaiah 25:6-9 is a sample.  The Kingdom of God is likened to a banquet at which fine wines are served.  When our Lord made wine at Cana, He was saying, in effect: "The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand".  "Come to the banquet, for all things are now ready".  


"On the third day, there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee...and Jesus was invited".  He turned that humble celebration into a spiritual feast.  By changing water into wine, He proved He is "The Christ, the Son of God".  And more: He brought the Kingdom of Heaven down to earth.  It's within your reach; the reach of faith brings the kingdom into your heart.  Have you reached for it?  Reach for it now; it's available to everyone who extends the empty hand of faith.  Drop all of your works, and reach out for Christ.  You won't regret it.  


V.12 brings us to the climax.  After the miracle at Cana, our Lord, his mother, and the disciples went down to Capernaum. Why?  Because He won't be a local Christ, a Provincial Messiah.  He's "The Savior of the World".  The work He began in "Cana in Galilee" He must continue in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth".  He "went about doing good".  He hasn't ceased.  He's still going about doing sinners good.  He'll do you good.  Turn to Him now.  You won't be sorry.  

