TEXT: John 13:18-30PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of John #33: The Betrayal


Let's continue our study of John's Gospel today and find further proof that "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  The proof is here, if only we have the eyes to see it.  May God give us the eyes, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  


The last few days have been rather peaceful.  Our Lord was welcomed to Jerusalem; He preached without opposition; He enjoyed Passover with His best friends.  But, for Him, the good times cannot last.  His passion starts now.  In earnest.  


The Betrayal Predicted, vv.18-21a.  


It begins with a betrayal.  "I do not speak concerning all of you.  I know whom I have chosen".  Moments before, He had washed the feet of His disciples and promised a blessing to them if they would follow His example.  Most of them would; but not all.  One man will never know the joy of serving others in love.  Why not?  Because he's a traitor at heart.  


The gravity of this sin cannot be overstated.  It is evil in itself at all times.  Even those who benefit from the double-cross despise the man who pulls it.  Benedict Arnold died in disgrace...in England!   Pollard is an embarrassment to Israel.  Ames is no hero is Russia.  There is something about treachery that makes the skin crawl. 


Especially this one.  For the traitor is a close friend of the Man he betrays.  "He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me".  Meals serve a social function; they imply a fellowship and love between the diners.  One of them would make a mockery of love by selling his Best Friend for "thirty pieces of silver".  


And it gets worse.  For the Man betrayed was more than a man.  "He who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me".  In other words, this Man is equal to God.  Thus, Judas did more than double-cross an innocent man or sell out his good friend.  Judas betrayed God.  


The supreme wickedness of that sin broke the Savior's heart.  If you've been betrayed, you know how painful it is--especially the first time.  But if it has occurred over and over, it doesn't hurt as badly, does it?  You became calloused.   Our Lord didn't.  A lifetime of letdowns did not leave Him cynical.  The betrayal--though long expected--hit Him with its full force.  


To what can we liken His pain?  To the middle-aged wife left for a younger woman?  To the little boy molested by his own father?  Not even these equal the horror our Lord felt that night.   "A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief". 


The Traitor Identified, vv.21b-30.  


Our Lord knows the betrayal is coming.  And more: He knows the traitor.  He repeats the charge: "Most assuredly I say to you, one of you will betray Me".  This is nothing new, of course.  He had said it before; and three times in the last few minutes.  But at last, the disciples get it: "One of us is a traitor!"  


The thought leaves them stunned.  At last, Peter stirs, but is too choked up to speak.  He motions to John, who whispers: "Lord, who is it?"  


Our Lord replies: "It is he to whom I shall give a piece of bread when I have dipped it".  He then dips the bread into the gravy and hands it to Judas.  Our Lord has never been more subtle.  He identifies the traitor in such a way as to:


1.
Protect him from the disciples.  Had Peter known who would betray the Lord, he would have killed him on the spot.  If he had, God's plan would be foiled, which cannot be for "The Son of Man must be lifted up".  


2.
Make it clear He knew all along who would betray Him.  This is of more than passing interest; I'll explain why later.  


Judas takes the offered crust; Satan takes the offered soul.  The time is fulfilled!  "What you do, do quickly".  The disciples have no idea what He means by that.  But Iscariot knows.  He quits the Lord Jesus for the Council and sells the Son of God for the price of a slave. 


Christology.


Had Shakespeare written the scene, he might have closed with


"Alas!  Poor Judas


I knew him well".


But John didn't.  Do you know why?  Because the story is not about Judas.  It is about our Lord.  It was written to make us know "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  The Apostle wants us to know that so we'll "Believe in Him" and "Have life in His name".  


How can our Lord's Divinity be justly inferred from the betrayal?  We needn't guess; v.19 makes the connection for us: "Now I tell you before it comes to pass, that when it does come to pass, you may believe that I am He".


By identifying His traitor, the Lord was saying something about Himself.  And proving it.  What is it?


Had Judas been an common traitor, his exposure would have proved our Lord a man of insight.  But there was nothing common about Judas; he was a brilliant hypocrite--the perfect spy.  Think about it:


1.
There are only twelve Apostles.  When you consider how many people work for the Pentagon or the CIA, it's no wonder spies infiltrate them so often.  Huge numbers allow anonymity.  But with twelve, there is no place to hide.  


2.
The Apostles live together.  They didn't see each other for two hours on Sunday and then go their separate ways.  Each man was known at his best--and his worst.  


3.
Judas was the treasurer.  Who watches the money bag, but the man most trusted?


4.
When the betrayal was predicted, no one pointed the finger at Judas.  In fact, each man asked, "Lord, is it I?"  Peter thought he was more likely to double-cross the Lord than Judas was.  And Peter wasn't known for his humility.  


5.
When the sop was handed to Judas, no one said: "Ah ha, there's the traitor!" 


Judas left no clues!  Outwardly, he was as holy as any other Apostle.  And maybe more.   He too had "Prophesied, cast out devils, and done many wonderful works".  Yet all along, he was a hypocrite.  No man knew this; no mere man could know it.  But our Lord did know it.  All along.  As early as John 6:70, he said: "Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil?"


What does this mean?  It means Jesus is "The Searcher of Hearts".   And this means: He is Divine.   


"The refining pot is for silver


and the furnace for gold,


But the LORD tests the hearts".


"The LORD searches all hearts


and the LORD understands all


the imagination of the thoughts".


Therefore, believe in Him, worship Him, adore Him, serve Him and--most of all--love Him with "all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength".  


A word of warning.  Judas is not the last hypocrite our Lord will unmask.  Many will be exposed in this life; all will be in the life to come.  Then He will "Bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether it is good or whether it is evil".  Talking up Christ may impress me.  Only believing in Christ will satisfy Him.  I urge you, therefore, to believe in Christ; to believe with all your heart.  


"There's a great day coming


a great day coming;


There's a great day coming


by-and-by;


When the saints and the sinners


will be parted right and left;


Are you ready for that day to come?"


A word of encouragement.  Being less than perfect is not the same as being a hypocrite.  Peter, James, John, and so on, were not perfect men; they had their character flaws too.  But they were not hypocrites.  They truly believed in Christ, though far from perfectly.  Yet their faith, be it ever so small, justified them with God and, in time, made them holy and brought them to glory.  It will do the same for you.  Therefore, don't be discouraged by your failures, but know you are accepted by God in spite of them.  And, by His grace will one day be freed from them.  The Lord knows your heart too; He knows it isn't perfect.  But He also knows it believes in Him.  And that's good enough for Him.  


May God disturb the hypocrite and comfort the sincere believer.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.   

