TEXT: John 12:12-19PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of John #29: Triumphal Entry


Today we continue our study of John's Gospel and find further proof that "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".   John is a powerful defense of our Lord's divinity.  But it's more than that; it's also an evangelistic tract designed to bring unbelievers to faith in Christ and to enrich the faith of those who already believe.  May God bless His Word to both ends today.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  


Christ welcomed, vv.12-13.  


John begins his story in the usual way--with the details.  He tells us when the events took place, where, and who was involved in them.  He provides the facts, not because he's overly meticulous, but because he wants us to know they really occurred.  He and his friends are not passing along gossip, but "What they heard, saw with their eyes, gazed upon, and handled with their hands".  They are "eyewitnesses of His majesty".  Their "testimony is true" and worthy of your belief.


The events occur "the next day", i.e, the day following our Lord's dinner party with Lazarus.  They begin in Bethany and wind up at the Temple in Jerusalem, some two miles away.  What we have is a parade with our Lord as the main attraction.  This is understandable, of course.  He has been a celebrity for some time, now, and the recent miracle at Bethany has made Him a Mega-Star!  


Everyone wants to see Him--"a great multitude", v.12 has it.  John is a country boy who might be suspected of exaggerating.  In the boondocks, after all, fifty or a hundred people make up a crowd.  But John's been away from his village for some time, hasn't he?  He has seen thousands flocking to our Lord.  Thus, when he calls the multitude "great", you can be sure the numbers were staggering.  Tens of thousands is a conservative estimate.  Maybe hundreds of thousands have come out to see Him.  Think of the New Year's Day Parade in Pasadena; think of the Thanksgiving Day Parade in Manhattan.  "This thing was not done in a corner". 


Where did the people come from?  Jerusalem was a good sized city, but not a metropolis.  People had come from all over the world to celebrate the Passover, five days later.  They had come to recall God's mighty work in saving His people from Egypt.  They would witness a mightier work--God saving His people from their sins by the death of Jesus Christ.


The parade route was lined with "palm branches" which signify victory.  Two hundred years before, the Maccabee family had expelled the Greeks from Jerusalem and cleansed the Temple of foreign defilements.  The people waved palm branches to celebrate their heroes.  And now, they're doing it again.  Jesus Christ is being hailed as the Champion of God's people.  


A shout is raised: "Hosanna"!  The word is taken from Psalm 118:25; it is a plea to "Save Now, O Lord".  "It is a term of acclamation or praise" D.A. Carson notes.  Something like "Long live the King".   


"Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD".  "He who comes in the name of the LORD" is a title--a Messianic title.  At the feeding of the multitude, the people replied, "This is truly the Prophet Who is to come into the world".  Martha used the word similarly: "Yes, Lord, I believe You are the Christ, the Son of God Who is to come into the world".  Even John the Baptist would ask: "Are You the coming one or do we look for another?"   The people have spoken: "Jesus is the Christ".  


They add to it.  He's no less "The King of Israel".  The Royal line was broken long ago; the House of David was in ruins.  But every devout Jew believed the monarchy would one day be restored--be restored by God.  Were they right?  Yes they were.  To a man, the prophets foresaw this great work of JEHOVAH.  And urged their brethren to place their hope in it.  The words of Amos are striking, 9:11: 


"On that day, I will raise up the


Tabernacle of David, which has


fallen down, and repair its damages;


I will raise up its ruins and rebuild


As in the days of old...says the


LORD who does this thing".  


Jerusalem is electrified by the arrival of its King.  


Christ arrives, vv.14-16.  


He shows up in a rather unexpected way.  Most kings come home on warhorses, in iron chariots, or in gilded carriages.  This King, however, rides in on a "young donkey".  The mount is not accidental, as the other Gospels make clear, but chosen for effect.  Our Lord takes the crown He's offered that day, but He won't be the sort of king they expect...or want.  The donkey signifies lowliness and peace, not the charisma and power they longed for in a king.  


The act fulfills ancient prophecy.  Five hundred years before, Zechariah saw the King's coming in just this way.  V.15 quotes Zechariah 9:9.  Everyone took the verse as a Messianic promise.  But, alas!  When it occurred most people "didn't get it".  But what would you expect from such a people--a people so carnal in their thinking?  Not much, I suppose.  But John cops a plea: "His disciples did not understand these things at first" either.  


How great is our Lord's goodness!  He doesn't bawl them out for their ignorance.  If all they have is shallow theology and praise, He's glad to have it.  As it written:


"For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not according to what he does not have".  


[If an Apostle can make such a blunder, other believes may too.  And if our Lord "overlooks the transgression", maybe we could be a bit more patient and charitable too].  


The Reception, vv.17-18.  


The King has come home.  Most of His people are mighty glad to see Him.  What most impresses them is the "sign" He performed in raising Lazarus from the dead.   They take it as proof positive that He is Messiah.  


But not everyone agrees.  The Pharisees are outraged.  They've had enough of the Council's half-measures and empty threats.  They are "accomplishing nothing!"  It's time to lower the boom, because:


"The world has gone after Him".


This--I believe--is another "accidental prophecy".  Caiaphas said: "One should die for the nation".  The Pharisees must add--not for the nation alone, for "the world has gone after Him".  They have unwittingly paid tribute to our Lord's universal mission and worldwide success.  


Close.

This passage--like the rest of John's Gospel--is crafted to make us believe "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  Does it?  Yes it does.  But how?  Something like this:


One thousand years before, David was crowned king of Israel with great enthusiasm and much fanfare.  If he deserved this kind of coronation, how much worthier is "David's Son" of the honor?  


Were the people sincere in their praise?  Most of them weren't.  A few days later, the same people will demand His crucifixion.  But this is not relevant to us.  The moral to the story is not: "People are fickle".  That is true, of course, but not John's point.  He's telling us God is working in these people to pay tribute to His Son.  It is not they--but God--Who is crowning His Son "King of Kings and Lord of lords".  


Was our Lord worthy of this honor?  He was.  Has He become less worthy?  He hasn't.  Therefore, He is worthy of our honor; He is worthy of your honor.  We best pay tribute to Him by lives of worship and grateful service.    


"Crown Him, Crown Him


Crowns become the Victor's brow".

