TEXT: John 11:47-57PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of John #27: The Conspiracy Begins.


This morning we continue our study of John's Gospel and find another proof positive that "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  It is no small matter to believe this; the fate of your eternal soul depends on it.  By believing, you "have eternal life through His name".   By not believing, you have nothing but eternal death--in this world and the next.  Therefore, I don't care much if you agree with my interpretation of the passage; I don't care much if you admire my presentation of it.  But I do care much that you receive it's message and come--this morning--to faith in Jesus Christ.  John didn't write his gospel for money or fame; he wrote it for souls.  Including yours.  I pray you'll find that "joy in believing".  And find it today.  


The Council Convenes, vv.47-53.

The passage begins with an emergency meeting of the Jewish Council.  Seventy men are there.  Some of them are "Chief Priests" or Sadducees.  Descended from Aaron, they are a wealthy elite and influential with Rome.  Their leader is the top man in Israel.  "The Pharisees" are there too.  Middle-class, learned, and outwardly pious men, they command the respect of the people, who might be of use to the Council.  


Why have they met?  The agenda is clear: "What shall we do?  For this Man works many signs"  Our Lord has just performed a spectacular feat--raising a man from the dead!  But this wasn't all.  Not long before, He had opened the eyes of a man born blind.  Not to mention feeding thousands with one boy's lunch, walking on the water, healing a cripple, and turning water into vintage wine.  If everything He did was put down on paper--John figures--"the world itself could not contain the books".   


The Council is alarmed.  If He keeps this up--they say--two evils are sure to follow: (1) "Everyone will believe in Him".  This will undercut their authority and make them look very bad by comparison.  (2) "The Romans will come and take away both our place and nation".  The leaders of Israel presented themselves as men of integrity--patriotic and deeply devout.  They weren't; the Council was, in fact, a puppet regime.  If our Lord became more popular than the Council, He might topple their government.  If that occurred, the Legions would march on Israel, destroy the Temple, and disperse the people.  Maybe for good. 


Are the leaders--at last--showing some concern for God and His people?  Albeit misguided?  If only.  It is "our place" they're concerned about.  They had come to think of the Temple--God's dwelling place--as their own private property.  And a way of bleeding the people white with taxes, to enrich themselves.  


The Rulers of Israel are as heartless and ego-driven as ever.  With shears in one hand and a knife in the other, they're out to fleece and butcher the Flock of God.  


The chief culprit is "Caiaphas" who is also the High Priest.  "You know nothing at all!" he rudely interrupts.  "Nor do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should die for the people, and not that the whole nation should perish".  


The key word is "expedient".  It means "useful"--not pleasing to God or just or holy.  It is "to our advantage" he says.


What's "expedient"?  "That one should die for the people".  The High Priest is not a devout man, but he is a Jew and steeped in the language of the Bible.  Unwittingly he has evoked the image of sacrifice.  


On the Day of Atonement, the nation would gather before the LORD, confessing its guilt and its worthiness of Divine wrath.  But wrath didn't fall on the people that day; it fell elsewhere.  It fell on a goat.  The beast had been set aside beforehand; it was publicly killed; its blood, collected in a bowl was carried into the Holy Place and sprinkled on the Mercy Seat.  When the Priest emerged, he made three pronouncements: (1) Your sins are forgiven, (2) Justice is satisfied, (3) God's wrath is averted.  What produced these happy results?


"Nothing but the blood".


Caiaphas did not mean to imply our Lord would fulfill these ancient prophecies by His atoning death.  He didn't mean that; but God did.  The Holy Spirit was at work in the High Priest and induced him--our Lord's bitterest enemy--to bear witness to His saving work on the cross.  


What delicious irony!  When God blesses Israel, He puts His Word into the mouth of a witch doctor!  When He pays tribute to Christ, it's from the lips of a crooked politician!  


"Surely the wrath of man shall praise Thee".


Caiaphas spoke the truth.  Christ would die "for the nation"--God's people among the Jews.  But he didn't tell the whole story.  John finishes it: "And not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in one the children of God who were scattered abroad". 


The "children of God" are not Jews only; or Jews and Proselytes.  God's people are "scattered abroad"--they hail from "every kindred and tongue and people and nation".  Jesus Christ died for them all.  And His death redeems them from their sin and its consequences--one of which is disunity!   The Lord's death creates a harmony among all believers based on mutual love and submission.  Leon Morris never wrote more truly:


"Sin scatters people, but salvation


in Christ brings them together".


The divisions among the professing people of God are nothing short of disgraceful.  And more: It calls into doubt whether Christ died for them at all!  John assumes those for whom He died will be "gathered together in one".  


Back to the narrative.  The advice of Caiaphas prevails.  "From that day on they plotted to put Him to death".  Sin is not only evil, it's also ludicrous.  All committee work is hard enough--especially if all seventy members are present for each session.  They probably broke up into sub-committees: the stoning committee, the hanging committee, the drowning committee, the crucifying committee, and so on.  Little did they know that in all of their planning, they were but "Doing whatever [God's] hand and counsel had determined before to be done".  


"They meant it for evil;


God meant it for good".


The aftermath, vv.54-57.

It's hard to keep a conspiracy secret.  When our Lord learns of it, he quits Judea for the frontier town of Ephraim.  For the moment, He's beyond the reach of the Council, but they're on the lookout for Him, offering a reward, it seems, for information leading to His arrest and conviction.  


Why did He run and hide?  Not because He was afraid of the Rulers.  But because "His hour had not yet come".  He would die at their hands, but not on their terms.  He must "work the work of Him who sent Him".  


Everything is in place.  In two or three weeks, "Christ must suffer and enter into His glory".   How eager He is for that time to come.  How blessed His people will be when it does come!  How blessed we are because it has come!  


Close.

This passage, like the rest of John's Gospel, is designed to prove "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  And so it does.  Here's how:


Long ago, God commanded a man to offer up his son as a burnt sacrifice.  At the foot of Mount Moriah, the naive boy asked, "Look, the fire and the wood.  But where is the lamb for a burnt offering?"  In faith the man replied, "My son, God will provide for Himself the burnt offering".  To the top of the mountain they climbed, where the man built an altar, laid the firewood under its grill, tied up the boy, placed him on the altar, and drew his knife.  But before the fatal blow was struck, the voice spoke: "Abraham, Abraham, do not lay your hand on the lad..."  The father released his boy, found a ram caught in a nearby thicket, and offered it instead of the promised son.  He named that place


YHWH Jireh.


"The LORD will provide".  


The promise was institutionalized under the Mosaic Law, where daily sacrifices were offered to atone for the sins of the people.  


Now, in the words of Caiaphas, the promise is explained.  It is not a ram God requires; not bulls, goats and sheep He demands.  It is a better sacrifice He wants.  He demands the sacrifice of His own Son to atone for the sins of His people.  Nothing less will do; nothing more is needed.  Nothing more or less has been given.  What Caiaphas proposes, Jesus Christ fulfilled: "One died for the nation".  


In His death, He absorbed the full wrath of God on behalf of undeserving sinners.  And now, the forgiveness of sin is offered--and promised--to everyone who believes in Christ.  Will you take the offered mercy?  Or spurn it?  Unbelievers and believers alike must make the choice.  Choose forgiveness.  Choose faith.  Choose Christ.  God make you choose wisely, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

