TEXT: John 10:22-42PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of John #25: Jesus is God.


Today we continue our study of John's Gospel and find more proof that "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  Three witnesses are brought forward in this passage.  They are: (a) the words of our Lord Himself; (2) the testimony of His works; and (3) the agreement of John's disciples.  Please recall: the Apostle has not put these things down to inform us; they're written to move us to faith in Christ and to provide eternal life to everyone who believes.  


The scene is set in vv.22-24.

It occurs at "the Feast of Dedication" better known as Hannakuh.  The date is mid-December; it marks the cleansing of the Temple at the time of the Maccabees--2nd Century B.C.  


Our Lord and others have come to the Temple to celebrate.  But not everyone is in the mood for a party.  Some are spoiling for a fight.  John calls them "the Jews", by which he means the Sanhedrin or the Rulers of Israel.  They want to know "How long [our Lord] will keep them in doubt.  If [He] is the Christ, tell [them] plainly".  


This is interesting, isn't it?  Throughout John's Gospel, these same men have been doubting our Lord, denying His every claim, and putting the worst possible interpetation on all He did.  Have they changed their minds?  No they haven't; they still don't believe; they're not about to believe.  Then why did they ask?  They wanted to get Him in trouble with the Romans.  The name "Christ" evokes images of war and conquest; He would be the Captain of the Israeli Liberation Army.  And, if they could pin that on Jesus, they could have Him crucified as a Rebel against the Imperial Government.  And that's just what they intend to do. 


"Tell us plainly". 


The Lord's Reply.

He had.  "I told you and you do not believe".  The words, "I am the Christ" had not been spoken yet--at least not in John's Gospel.  But so what?  He had spoken many things to that effect.  He had publicly called Himself "the Good Shepherd, "The Light of the World,  The Son of Man, the Son of God, and even--"I AM".  What more need be said?  Nothing.  Had they studied their Bibles in faith, they would have known who He is.  


But our Lord doesn't leave it there.  Actions speak louder than words.  His actions are another witness to His Divine nature and mission.  "The works that I do in My Father's name, they bear witness of Me".  


What did the Prophets foresee God doing in their future?  In no particular order, they saw Him cleansing the Temple; they saw Him healing the sick; they saw Him feeding the hungry; they saw Him walking on the sea; they saw Him opening the eyes of the blind; they saw Him shepherding His Flock.  And what had the Rulers seen our Lord Jesus doing?  The very same things!  


Moreover, His "works" were done publicly and before a skeptical audience.  The Rulers could rail agains the works--charge them to Satan and so on--but they couldn't deny them.  Years later, Paul would affirm, "These things were not done in a corner".   Not even Herod Agrippa could disprove them.  


If His works were so obviously of God, why don't the Rulers believe?  He tells us why: "But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep".  What a rebuke!  The Rulers fancy themselves Shepherds; our Lord replies: "You're not even sheep!" 


How does He know this?  I don't think He's tapping into those "secret things which belong to the LORD our GOD".  Rather, He's drawing an inference from what He sees with His own eyes.  If His "sheep hear His voice...and follow [Him]", these men are obviously not His sheep.   


[Note: The doctrine of unconditional election is true, but has no place in the Gospel.  We preach the Gospel to everyone because God commands it.  We offer eternal life to everyone who believes because God promises it.  We despair for no one, because of God's great love for sinners.]


Our Lord's sheep receive "eternal life"--eternal in quanitity, but more than this, eternal in quality.  Believers enter into nothing less than the life of God, in which is "the fullness of joy and pleasures forever more".  


Consequently, they "never perish".  They don't come under the judgment of God in this life or in the life to come.  The union between our Lord and His people is so intimate that God could no more send a believer to hell than He could send Christ to hell!  


The sheep are eternally safe because "No one can snatch them out of [Christ's] hand..."and no one is able to to snatch them out of [His] Father's hand".  Is there a safer place than Christ's hands?  Maybe the Father's hands?  Believers are in both!  


And the Divine hands work in unison.  "I and My Father are one".  One in nature; one in purpose.  "What can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord?"  Nothing!  


What comfort!  The weakest believer is in the hands of Christ.  The most ignorant is in the hands of the Father!  

Violent reaction.

The Rulers weren't comforted by these words, however; they were enraged.  "They took up stones again to stone Him".  


Why?  Because these words equate our Lord Jesus with God.  And that--as every good Jew knows--is blasphemy, a capital offense in Israel.  Or is it?  Is calling oneself "god" always a sacrilege?  


No.  For men of old were called "gods".  Where?  In the Bible!  Psalm 82:6: "I said, `You are gods'".  Who said that?  Check the context; it is the LORD who said to some men "You are gods".  What men?  The judges of Israel.  Why?  Because He had appointed them to administer His justice to the people.  Insofar as they did so, they were "God with us".  


If it is permissible to call these men--appointed by the LORD to rule His people--"gods" why is it wrong to call Jesus Christ--Whom "the Father sanctified and sent into the world, the Son of God?"  


Is He less sanctified than the Judges of old?  Is He less sent by God than they?  Is He carrying out God's mission less well than they?  Of course not.  Therefore, if they--evil men appointed by the LORD--can be called "gods", then Jesus Christ can properly call Himself "the Son of God".


This is not a complete argument.  It's not meant to be.  All this proves is that our Lord is Divine in the same way that the old Judges were.  And this is not adequate.  Why then, did He use it?  Think about it; what were the Rulers about to do?  They were about to stone Him.  What did His saying do?  It stopped them for a moment and gave them something to think about.  It served its purpose in saving our Lord from an immediate death at their hands.  


[Paul used a similar tactic in Acts 23--calling himself "A Pharisee, a son of a Pharisee"].  


Final appeal.

The Rulers have been silenced for the moment.  Our Lord makes the most of it by appealing to His works once again to prove He is the Christ.  "If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe it".  Here is an opportunity to justify their unbelief.  Can they find one thing about Him--one work--which is not consistent with God's character?  If so, reject Him; stone Him to death.  


"But, if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me and I am in the Father".  If His words seem incredible, accept what they cannot deny--His miracles.  If His miracles are true, His words become perfectly credible.  And if His words are true, then "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  


The appeal--though quite humble and reasonable--is rejected with a vengeance, as they renew their attempts to kill Him.  


Epilogue.

Jerusalem has now decisively spurned our Lord Jesus.  And so, He goes elsehwere.  He goes back to where His public work began, "beyond the Jordan", to meet with His old friends, the disciples of John.  


They have been following His career with great interest.  He has met all of John's expecations and more.  So now, the followers of the martyred Baptist place their trust in John's Master, our Lord Jesus Christ.  


And John was smiling down at them from heaven.  


Close.

"At the mouth of two or three witnesses, every word is established".  Our Lord has called Himself the Christ--the Savior of the World and its only hope.   His works have backed Him up.  The disciples of John, a most discerning people, have concurred.  


Now, it's your turn.  Believe in Christ without further delay.  Apart from stubbornness, there is no reason for you not to believe.  The evidence is in.  "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".    It's time for you to act, to act decisively.  God give you the grace to do so, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

