TEXT: John 6:60-71PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of John #17: Disciples offended and advised


Today brings us to the seventeenth sermon in our study of John's Gospel, and to another proof that "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  Do you believe this?  If you do, you "have life in His name".  If you don't, "the wrath of God abides on you".  God save us from the one and give us the other, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  


A quarrel, vv.60-66.


Our passage opens with a quarrel.  The people whom our Lord fed the day before are not deeply upset with their Benefactor.  What's the problem?  His teaching.  He has called Himself "the Bread of Life" and promised salvation to everyone who partook of Him in faith.  The people respond: "This is a hard saying, who can understand it?"  


What is wrong with our Lord's teaching?


Was it too obscure for ordinary minds to grasp?  It wasn't.  He taught both literally and figuratively.  If you missed the one, you'd surely catch the other.  Moreover, the people don't ask Him to clarify.  Finally, He implies they were "offended"--scandalized is the word--and not confused.  


The "hardness" of His "saying" was not in its comprehension, but in its acceptance.  The people did not understand because--they refused to understand.


What do they find so "hard" to accept?


It is our Lord's identity.  When He fed them in the wilderness, they thought He might be a second Moses.  But He doesn't want that title.  He said--in effect--"It wasn't Moses who fed our fathers in the wilderness, but God.  And now, He's doing it again".  In other words, our Lord is not the heir of Moses, but "the Son of God".  The corollaries are:


1.
If "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God", eternal life is in Him.


2.
If "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God", there is no eternal life outside of Him. 


Let's sympathize with the multitude for a moment.  The claim is staggering!  This Man, an obscure rabbi from a hick town, is making Himself "equal to God".  It's no wonder they were thrown back!  


But let's not excuse them.  For His staggering claim was supported by evidence that fully justified it.  In the last sixteen hours, He had performed two signs with unmistakable implications.  He had fed God's people in the wilderness; He had walked on the water.  The Old Testament Scriptures identify these wonders with no one but God.  "Jesus [therefore] is the Christ, the Son of God". 


The people are deeply offended, but ready to give Him another chance.  If He will retract some of His extreme statements, put in some qualifiers, and so on, they'll remain His disciples.  


He agrees to clear things up a bit. "Does this offend you?--He asks.  "What, then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was before?"  Rather than moderating His claim, He is making it more extreme!  


Before, He was only "the bread that came down from heaven and gave life to the world".  Now, He claims to be "the Son of Man" who will shortly "ascend" into heaven.  "Son of Man"--in this place, has a technical meaning, it seems to me.  It refers to the vision of Daniel 7:13, in which He is God's anointed, universal, and eternal king.  


Wow!


The claim is staggering.  Most don't accept it; others do.  Why?  Because of the work of the Holy Spirit.  "The Spirit quickens" v.63 has it.  He "gives life--spiritual life".  His work is indispensable.  No intelligence, no education, no experience can take His place.  For "the flesh"--human nature at its best--"profits nothing".  When the Spirit gives life, one is able to receive the Word of Christ for what it is--"spirit and life".  Spiritual in content; life-giving in effect.    


Christ and His Words are inseparable.  Receive both or neither.  II Chronicles 20:20 has it: "Believe in the LORD your God and be established; believe His prophets and prosper".  If what is said of lesser prophets is true, how much more of the greatest Prophet?  "Is Christ divided?"  He is not.


Christ was not divided that day; His disciples were.  Some were offended; others remained loyal.  The line was drawn through the whole lot of them.  Not even the Apostles were united in their devotion to Christ.  Even "some of [them] did not believe".  This was disappointing to our Lord, of course, but not surprising.  


Why did some believe and others not?  They all heard the same words, but differed in their response.  Why?  V.65 explains: "No one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by the Father".  What does this mean?  It means God give a special grace enabling us to believe in Christ.  Because it is "special" it is not extended to all; because it is "grace", it is not given because some are more worthy of it than others!  


This was "the straw that broke the camel's back!"  Many found it intolerable!   How many?  John doesn't offer statistics, but what he says is quite disturbing.  They were "many of His disciples", as vv.60,66 have it.  Thousands to be sure.  Perhaps all but twelve.  Or eleven.  


The "offense" they took was more than a mild displeasure; it caused them to "go back and walk with Him no more".  You can picture them throwing their hands up in disgust and quitting the Lord Jesus for good.      


They had a choice that day.  Most made the wrong one.  They had to live with it.  They're still living with it twenty centuries later.  Their time is past; yours isn't.  Will you choose more wisely than they?  Will you take Christ as He is?  God give you the grace to do so.    


The counsel.

The argument is over.  Thousands have chosen against Christ and "voted with their feet" by leaving Him.  But the Twelve remain.  Our Lord must inquire of them: "Do you also want to go away?"  


The desire would be natural.  Most of us prefer to be in the majority.  In the eyes of many, our Lord has made a fool of Himself--or worse.  In any event, the defense His popularity furnished was lost.  The Rulers who so hated Him would now have a free hand.  


Peter, it seems, knows all this.  But he can't quit the Lord Jesus.  Why not?  Because he nowhere else to go!  "Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life".  His was a holy desperation.  What were his options?  Judaism, Paganism, materialism, atheism?  Dead ends all.  He had nowhere else to go.  Neither do you.  Every "ism" has been tried and found "lacking".  But Christ remains the One--the only One--in Whom "eternal life" is found.  


But Peter is more than a desperate man; he's also a man of faith--true, vital faith.  "We have come to believe and know that you are the Christ, the Son of the living God".  His was no mere notion, but a persuasion born of God in his soul.  In another place, our Lord would say, "Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father in heaven..."  His knowledge of Christ was not "second hand".  God bore witness to Him.  Peter had no choice but to believe.  


Peter's faith was true and lasting.  As was the faith of his brother, Andrew, and the other Apostles.  But not all of them.  One did not believe; he was "a devil".  Not possessed by demons as Mary Magdalene was, but something worse, much worse than that.  He was a man who chose to serve Satan rather than the Lord Jesus Christ.  He preferred the devil's bidding to the Savior's.  


Who was the man?  "Judas Iscariot, who would betray Him".  If only he was the last professed disciple to choose Satan's way to Christ's!  But he was not.  Paul warned of teachers who would be like "ravening wolves" in the fold of Christ.  And he wrote of men who'd prefer them to the "Great Shepherd".  


Is anyone here "a devil"?  Is there a "Judas" among us?  It is easy to point the finger, but it's better to say with the faithful disciples, "Lord, is it I?"


I pray not.   I'm "persuaded of better things of you".  If you feel you are a traitor to Christ, remember this: There is mercy with the Christ.  Even His executioners found Him a willing Savior.  And so will you.  But only if you give up despairing and start believing.  


Our Lord said many things John did not record for us.  But this one He put down on paper so that you might "Believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and by believing, you might have life through His name".  


Who wants it?  Who wants life?  Life "more abundant"?  Life "eternal"?  Jesus Christ has it.  He'll give it to you if you believe.   Therefore, believe.  God grant us faith, for Christ's sake.  Amen.    

