TEXT: John 6:16-21PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of John #15: A Walk on the Water


Today brings us to the fifteenth sermon in our study of John's Gospel, and to another well-known event in the live or our Savior.  Matthew and Mark tell the same story, but John's purpose is different than theirs.  Matthew and Mark emphasize the comfort we derive from Christ, John stresses the identity of the Christ from whom we derive our comfort.   


The disciples sail away.

The story begins with the disciples boarding a boat.  The voyage began on the northeast bank of Galilee and sailed for Capernaum, about five miles to the west.  Why did they go?  John doesn't tell us; perhaps--like the multitude--they were catching "royal fever" and itching to crown our Lord with a crown He didn't want.  


The Lord is not with them.  John explains why: "He departed again to a mountain by Himself alone".  He needed His "quiet time", it seems.  To recuperate His body, so taxed by His fans; to renew His soul in private fellowship with His Father.   This is not exceptional; He did it often John later recalls.  


The hour is late, but the disciples are experienced seaman, and sail off without fear.    But, when they get well into their voyage something happens--something terrible.  A storm blows up--a big one.  Because of its topography, the Sea often became a wind-tunnel.  The bravest sailors trembled at its deadly squalls.  And the disciples were in one. 


They had taken down the sails and were now rowing for dear life.  If only their Lord were with them!  But He wasn't.  He was a good three or four miles distant and without a boat.   The disciples were "sunk" in more ways than one.  


The Lord's walk.

Until they spotted something mighty strange.  A humanlike figure is coming toward them.  They take it for a ghost and are further appalled.  But then they hear a voice, a voice they know well and deeply trust.  "It is I; do not be afraid". 


It is the Lord!  He has come to His fearful friends, walking on the water.  This is no hallucination; this is no vision.  "It is I".  The Lord Jesus has done the impossible: He has walked on the water.  


The late William Barclay, a fine scholar, translated "on the sea" as "by the sea".  The Greek is possible, but it makes nonsense of the event.  Why would the disciples be terrified to see a man walking on the beach?  And, if they were close enough to the land to see him--at night--what was their danger?  Just come ashore!   


Upon hearing that voice, the disciples "willingly received Him into the boat".  They welcomed Him with open arms, knowing He was no specter, but "the man Christ Jesus". 


Another sign.  But this one, unlike the others, was performed under the cover of darkness.  Yet it was no less public than the others; it was no more deniable.  A bit later, the people made the connection.  They rose early in the morning on the east side of the lake to find no Jesus.  They sailed across and found Him on the west side.  And no boat had crossed that night but the disciples', which--they knew--He was not on.  Hence, v.25: "Rabbi, when did you come here"?  Or "How did you get across"?  They had an inkling, it seems, a feeling that this Rabbi was something special.  They were right.    


The significance of the miracle.  


Our Lord walked on the water; it was not a clever trick or an amazing feat.  It is a "sign".  And, like other signs, it points to something beyond itself.  What is it?  


We needn't guess.  John tells us in so many words: "And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God..."  This is John's mission statement.  And he stuck to it!  


How does "walking on the sea" make us "believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God"?  Here's how: it makes Him sovereign over nature.  The pagans subjected their gods to nature or equated them with it.  The Prophets, however, put God above nature.   A small sampling:


1.
"For He commands and raises the stormy wind..."  Psalm 107:25.  


2.
"He sent out arrows and scattered them, lightning bolts, and He vanquished them..." II Samuel 22:15.  


3.
"The LORD sent thunder and hail..." Exodus 9:23.      


4.
"The sun and moon stood still in their habitation..."  Habakkuk 3:11.    


5.
"The LORD on High is mightier than the sound of many waters, than the mighty waves of the sea..."  Psalm 93:4.  


The powers of nature cow the bravest soul.  But "He who sits in heaven shall laugh them to scorn".   Storm and calm, darkness and light, are all "alike to Him".  


If only God is above nature, and if our Lord Jesus walked on the water breaking every law of nature, then what follows?  That "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  


More specifically, Proverbs 30:4 comes into play.  It is a series of rhetorical questions, designed to humble proud men and exalt "the Holy One".  It reads:


"Who has ascended into heaven,


Or descended?


Who has gathered the wind in His


Fists?


Who has bound the waters in a


Garment?


Who has established all the ends of the


Earth?


What is His name,


And what is His Son's name

If you know"?


The obvious answer to each question is "God".  But, in the summary, Agur asks for His name and--for good measure--the name of His Son.  For a thousand years, every devout mind knew His Name--"THE LORD"--but "His Son's name" mystified them.  Until the Incarnation, when God "Spoke to us by His Son". No one controls the wind and the waters but God and His Son.  But Jesus did just that.  Therefore, "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  


Appeal


Long ago, "the disciples willingly received Him into the boat".  They were glad to see the


"Fairest Lord Jesus,


Ruler of all nature".

They need Him; to calm their fears and preserve their lives they needed the Lord Jesus.  


You and I need Him just as badly.  Not only in times of crisis, but at all times.  


"I need Thee every hour".

You need Him as badly as the disciples did that night on the Lake.  Will you "receive Him" as "willingly" as they did?  Welcome Him into your life as Savior and Lord?  I pray you will--not just once, but daily, hourly, welcome the Savior into your life. 


May God enable you to receive Christ "to the praise of the glory of His grace".  Amen.   

