TEXT: John 1:1-18PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of John #1: The Prologue


I hope this morning to commence a study of John's Gospel.  Its author is nowhere named in the Gospel, nor in any other inspired writing.  About him, however, we know quite a bit.  We know he was an eyewitness of our Lord's majesty; we know He was given the Holy Spirit to perfectly recall and record the words and works of Christ; we know he wrote with a purpose: "That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, you may have life in His name".  To read John for its beauty or for its data mocks its author--both human and divine.  John--and the Holy Spirit--want this Gospel to create, nourish, and perfect your faith in the Son of God.  I pray it will do that for you and for me.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  


John opens his Gospel rather differently than his friends, Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  The others take their starting point in time.  Matthew begins with Abraham; Luke begins with Adam; Mark begins with Isaiah.  But John pre-dates them all; he goes back to the beginning and then some.  His Gospel is rooted in eternity.  If God has an "eternal purpose", He has an Eternal Man to carry it out.  This is John's story.  And he's sticking with it.  He begins it with the prologue or foreword.  


The first idea he broaches is quite surprising: The Word is God, vv.1-2: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God".  


John is a devout Jew writing to his equally devout brethren.  If the Jews at the time believed anything at all, they believed in monotheism.  The Romans who dominated Israel in the First Century were not only hated, they were despised.  For they believed in multiple gods, an idea both repugnant and foolish to every Jew.  


John, of course, believes in One God.  Yet, He writes that--"in the beginning"--God was not alone.  Something was "with God".  The word "with" means "facing" or "eye-to-eye" with God, implying both agreement and equality.  What was it that was "with God"?  It was "The Word".  


This Word was distinct from God, but not different than God.  The Word is "with God" and the Word "was God".  


John's boldness must have disturbed his first readers, but his teaching was not unknown to the more thoughtful ones.  The Old Testament Scriptures often spoke of "the Angel of the LORD" in ways that seemed to merge Him with the LORD Himself.  Moreover, Wisdom is sometimes personified as one alongside the LORD.  


But John, who knows all this, doesn't say, "the Angel of the LORD was with God and the Angel of the LORD was God".  Nor does he way, "Wisdom was with God and Wisdom was God".  He says, "The Word".  


The choice was unexpected.  For God was silent in eternity; He spoke only in time, when He brought all things into existence and set them in order.  But that's the term he chose: "Word".  It must have stirred a holy curiosity in his first readers.  


"In the beginning [was] God" says Moses.  John adds: "In the beginning was the Word".  


John's second proposition is also astonishing: The Word is Creator, v.3-4a: "All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.  In Him was life..." 


The Jews of the First Century attributed the whole of creation to God.  His unique work was taught throughout the Law and prophets and enshrined in the centerpiece of Hebrew worship, the Ten Commandments: "For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them".  Passages seem to go out of their way to exclude others from this great work.  Psalm 100:3 for example, puts it thusly: "Know that the LORD, He is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves".  


Yet John comes along and ascribes creation to the Word.  Positively, "all things were made through Him".  Negatively, "And without Him nothing was made that was made".   Everything traces its origin to the Word.  If the Word didn't make it, it wasn't made.  This includes, not only the inferior parts of creation, but its crowing achievement: "Life".  The oceans teemed sea life, the air was filled with birds, the earth was replete with animals, and the Garden was inhabited by a man and woman who became "living souls".  All life--both then and now--depend entirely upon the Word.  


Moses wrote: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth".  John fine tunes it a bit: "All things were made by [the Word] and without [the Word] nothing was made that was made".


The Word that created the world is also its Light, vv4b-10: "The life was the light of men.  And the light shines in darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe.  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.  That was the true Light which gives light to every man who comes into the world.  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him".


Apart from the Word, everything is in utter darkness.  This was true of the first creation.  "Darkness was upon the face of the deep".  Till the Word broke through it: "`Let there be light!'  And there was light".    The Word that illuminated the creation at its beginning has not grown dim with age!  It is more brilliant today than it was then.  To borrow from the Proverbs, it is that "Shining light, that shines brighter unto the perfect day".  


From the beginning, this Light shone into the world, but "the darkness did not comprehend it".  The Word has filled the earth with its radiance.  But most people haven't received it.  Why not?  Is it because it is dimmer in some places than others?  No, it "gives light to every man who comes into the world".  Is it because some are blind to it?  If only they were!  The darkness did not comprehend the Light because it chose not to!  Paul says we "suppressed the truth in unrighteousness".  Our Lord added: "Light came into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil".


Light is self-evident.  Yet, just to be sure, God gave us a witness to the Light.  In case we didn't get it on our own, He sent someone to tell us: "That is the Light".  The man was John the Baptist.  He was the greatest prophet who ever lived; his Divine mission was never disputed.  What did he come to do?  He came to "Bear witness of the Light".  He did so repeatedly.  


On the day following our Lord's baptism, John pointed to the Man and proclaimed: "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world".  


When an anxious disciple saw the Lord Jesus surpassing John in popularity, he came to his master seeking redress.  He didn't get it: "He must increase and I must decrease".  


When asked to compare himself to Christ, John called our Lord "the bridegroom" and himself "the best man".  And, so far from resenting it, he "rejoiced greatly to hear the bridegroom's voice".    


Finally, and most surprisingly, the Word became Man, vv.11-18: "He came to His own and His own did not receive Him.  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become the children of God, even those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, `This is He of whom I said, He who comes before me is preferred before me, for He was before me'...

... And of His fullness we have all received grace for grace.  For the Law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has seen God at any time.  The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him".  


"The Word became flesh".   "Became" is in the aorist tense which means it occurred in time.  Whereas the Word "was" God (and never was not God), the Word was not always "flesh".  In time, the Word "became flesh".  Paul explains it occurred in "the fullness of time"--"When the time was just right", we might say. 

How did "the Word become flesh"?  Not by surrendering His deity, but by adding a human nature to His divine nature.  Whereas God is God and Man is Man, the Word is both.  


When the "Word became flesh", He didn't wander around the world like a stranger, but "came to His own".  The Greek has it: "He went home".  He came to the Hebrew people who had looked forward to His coming for centuries.  But, when He got there, "His own did not receive Him".  He went home, but His family wanted no part of Him!  


"He was despised and rejected by men,


And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him."


Most of the family hated Him, but a few felt differently about Him.  Some "received Him".  They were happy to see Him; they welcomed Him with open arms.  


Why?  Were they just more perceptive than their kinsmen?  No they weren't.  They loved the Word because they were "born of God".  Like the rest of us, they were born of their mothers.  But, unlike some others, they had two births: they were also "born again" by the Spirit of God.  Because they were born into God's family, they couldn't help recognizing and loving their Older Brother.  


They not only "received Him"; they "beheld His glory".  Glory?  The Word was an ordinary looking man, with a low-paying job, and an uncouth accent.  Yet those who belong to His family perceive His glory.  What kind of glory is it?  It is "the glory of the only-begotten of the Father".  The Father is God.  The Word is heir--sole heir--of His glory.  Whatever the Father has, the Word has.  And what does the Father have?  Everything, of course.  But John narrows it down to this: "grace and truth". In the Word--our Lord Jesus Christ--resides the fullness of God's grace and truth.  


And "of His fullness we have all received grace for grace".  The "grace and truth" which belong to Christ alone is eagerly shared with those who believe in Him.  He's not stingy, but the most generous of men.  What belongs to Him by right, He gives to us by grace.  


The "grace" we receive is "for grace".  What does this mean?  Someone might say, "We receive grace that we might live graciously".  This is a true doctrine, but not the one taught here.  Others have argued: "We receive grace on top of grace".  Another true teaching, but it's not taught here.  The English word, "for" is the Greek, "anti".  And "anti" usually means "in place of".  And so, in Christ, we receive "a grace in place of another grace".  What other grace?


V.17 tells us what the other "grace" is: "For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ".  


Through Moses, God gave a "grace" to His people.  The Sacrificial system provided an atonement for sin.  Those who received the blessing were deeply grateful for it.  Paul ascribed a "glory" to the Old Covenant; John calls it a "grace".  


But this "grace" (both real and valuable) was superseded by a better one.  The fullness of grace and truth came--not through Moses--but through the Word, our Lord Jesus Christ.  


To clinch the argument, John recalls "No one has seen God at any time".  Moses came closer than anyone else; he saw the "back parts" of the LORD.  But, "the only begotten Son" is in "the bosom of the Father"--He's sitting on His lap--and can, therefore, fully "declare Him".  Moses and the Prophets were spokesmen for God, but Christ alone is "The Word".  In Him "the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily".  And in no one--or nothing--else.  


John wrote the prologue to impress us with the Divine glory of Jesus Christ.  Have you been impressed?  Does He fill your mind to overflowing?  Does He make your heart burst with love?  Can you think of anything you'd rather be doing than His Will?  John and his friends "beheld His glory".  They did so with physical eyes.  But they weren't uniquely blessed.  We can "behold His glory" as much as they did--but with the eyes of faith.  If you do, you'll be as blessed--more blessed than John was.  For "Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet believed".  


May God so bless us, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

