TEXT: Job 38:1-42:6

SUBJECT: Meditations on Job #5: The Lord


Job is a man looking for answers.  He wants to know why the innocent suffer.  Or more to the point, he wants to know why he’s suffering.  He is the holiest man in the world, and for many years he has enjoyed God’s favor.


But no more!  In the last few weeks, the man has lost everything: his fortune, his children, his health, his wife’s love, and the sympathy of his friends—all gone.  


He wants to know why God is doing this to him.  His friends have an easy answer, of course: Job has sinned.  They can’t say what he’s been up to, but if God is just, He punishes the wicked, and if Job is being punished, he must be wicked.  And, if his punishment is worse than any other man’s, his sin must be as well.  Job—you see—is a hypocrite: angel on the outside, devil on the inside.  That’s what they say.


Job knows better.  He does not claim to be a sinless man, but he knows good and well that he’s a man of integrity.  He is the Lord’s servant; he fears God and avoids evil.  


And yet he is suffering as no other man ever has.  He wants to know why.  If his friends don’t know, he appeals to a Higher Wisdom,

O that I had one to hear me!  O that the Almighty would answer me!  


This is what he wants.  He wants the Lord to explain Himself.   But no answer is given.  While Job rants and raves and his friends babble on and on, Heaven is quiet.   


Until now.  When God is ready to speak, He has something to say.  And after He says it, Job wishes He hadn’t.  The Words come fast and furious and red-hot.  

THE THEOPHANY


Though God cannot be seen, He can take visible form when He wants to.  He came to Abraham looking like a man.  But no man appears to Job!  The Lord comes to him as a whirlwind.  The choice is significant, for it goes along with the message: You can’t argue with a hurricane; storms don’t care what you think about them!  They’re powerful and dangerous and uncontrollable.  


God is kinder than the sweetest old grandpa, but He is not a sweet old grandpa.  He is the Lord!  He does what He wants to when He wants to how He wants to—and whether we like it or not!  


Job had high thoughts of God, but they weren’t high enough.  His majesty cannot be overstated; His sovereignty cannot be exaggerated.  You remember when the Lord came down on Mount Sinai—the whole mountain was on fire, the earth quaked, and voice spoke like a trumpet blast.  God’s glory was on display back then, but not in its fullness.  He held back far more than He revealed.  Why?  Because His full glory would have killed every man there—and melted the earth!  The smoke was not up there to disclose God’s Majesty, but to cover it up.  It wasn’t there to protect God from the people, but the people from God!  


The same is true of the whirlwind in Job’s story.  As awesome and terrifying as it was, it cloaked the glory of God.  

THE WORDS


Had the Lord done nothing more than appear in the storm, Job and his friends would have been humbled.  Who are they to speak of God?  What mere man will dictate right and wrong to Him?


But the Lord doesn’t just appear in the storm, He speaks from it.  The Voice Job heard that day is the Voice that created the universe!  With a single Word, Everything was made that was made.  The Same Word still Upholds all things.  One day, the Word will be heard again, and so loud and commanding will it be that, All who are in the graves will hear [it] and come forth—those who have done good to the resurrection of life and those who have done evil to the resurrection of condemnation.


It is God who speaks from the storm—The God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, not of philosophers and scholars. 
THE ANSWERS


Does Job want to know why the innocent suffer?  Must He know why he has gotten the wrong end of the stick?  If Job really wants the answer, God will give it to him, three of them, in fact.  


The first answer is no answer.  We know why Job suffered: Because the Lord and Satan had a wager.  The devil thought no one served God sincerely.  Holiness pays well.  Look at Job, not only is he the godliest man in the world, but he’s also the wealthiest and the happiest!  Take his money and his happiness away from him, and He will curse you to your face.       


God allows the devil to tear Job to pieces and the man keeps his integrity—in all his anguish, he doesn’t sin or charge God with foolishness.  

We also know that Job’s pain is temporary.  God will soon take it away and replace it with a happiness that is so great that the formers suffering will be forgotten.  That’s what happens at the end of the Story,

Now the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than the beginning.

Indeed, we count them happy who endure.  You have heard of the patience of Job and have seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.


We know these things because we have read the Book of Job.  But Job didn’t.  He didn’t know why he suffered, for how long, or that he would live happily ever after.   He didn’t know any of these things.  And the Lord didn’t tell Him!  


Why not?  It seems cruel of the Lord to withhold the information from the poor man.  This knowledge would not heal his body or bring back his children, but it would put things in perspective.  That’s how we look at it.  


But the Lord doesn’t.  Job never finds the answer because he has no need to know it—and no right to know it, either.  


Why did Job suffer?  God doesn’t tell him because it’s none of his business.  That’s the first answer: no answer.  


If that seems offensive, you ain’t seen nothing yet.  


The second answer is God’s wisdom. 


The last chapters in the Book are somewhat overlapping, but there is also some difference between them.  Chapters 38 and 39 emphasize the Lord’s Wisdom.  In other words, even though Job and his friends don’t know what God is up to, God knows.  

Who is this who darkens counsel without knowledge?  Now, prepare yourself and I will question you…Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?  Tell me, if you have understanding.  Who determined its measurements?  Surely you know….


God is being sarcastic, of course, Job has no idea how the world was created or why its dimensions are what they are.  For two whole chapters, the Lord pours it on!  He interrogates Job about the earth, the sea, the weather, the stars, goats, oxen, birds, horses, and so on.   


The man is dumbstruck!  He took himself for an expert on theology, but God shows him that he doesn’t even know anything about…goatology!  If a man can’t explain a goat, he can’t explain God.  He simply doesn’t know what he’s talking about.  


This speaks directly to us.  In this way, we’re all like Job.  We pass judgment on God.  We say He should have done this or shouldn’t have done that.  He should have saved the man I prayed for all those years. He shouldn’t let babies die.  He should have stopped Hitler.  He shouldn’t elect some for salvation, but not others.  


But what do we know about these things?  We’re too ignorant to speculate, no less to rule on what He does or doesn’t do.  Instead of demanding answers and ordering God to explain Himself or else (else what?), we ought to say with the Psalm 131,

Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor my eyes lofty.  Neither do I concern myself with great matters, nor for things too profound for me.  Surely I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with his mother, like a weaned child is my soul within me.  O Israel, hope in the Lord, from this time forth and forever.  

He starts with a telling figure of speech.  He used to cry for answers like a baby cries for its mother’s milk.  But now he is weaned from the craving, and is satisfied without the answers.  What does he now live on?  Faith.  He is willing to pin his hopes on the Lord and be happy with what He thinks best.  


Life is a mystery, but we can be patient, because it is God’s mystery.  He is wise and loving enough to make it come out good for us in the end.  


The third answer is God’s sovereignty. 


Chapters 40 and 41 are mostly about God’s power,

Would you annul My judgment?  Would you condemn Me?  Have you an arm like God or can you thunder with a voice like His?  


Of course He can’t.  Divine words are power, human words are noise.  He doesn’t leave it there.  God goes on to cite two horrible beasts—Leviathan and Behemoth.  What they are, no one can say.  Some take them for crocodiles and hippos; others think they’re dinosaurs; still others say they’re mythological creatures, like dragons and sea serpents.  


We don’t have to identify them!  What we have to do is to see their relationship to us and to God.  If the Lord swims with killer whales, takes a rhino for its walks, and naps with lions and tigers, it means He can do anything!    


Thus, telling Him what He should and shouldn’t do is not only sinful and foolish, it’s also pointless.  He doesn’t have to tell His secrets.  And if He doesn’t, you can’t do anything about it.  You can yell and scream and cuss; you can pout and say there is no God, but none of these things affect Him in the least.  


He is above all threatening!  He cannot be coerced or blackmailed.  The Second Psalms opens to sound of war.  Nations are raging, the peoples are plotting, rulers are taking counsel against the Lord and against His anointed.  They’re all saying, ‘Let us break their bonds asunder and cast away their cords from us’.  


All very menacing, of course.  The plans would scare you and me to death.  But look at Lord,

He that sits in the heavens shall laugh them to scorn; the Lord shall have them in derision. 


The sovereignty of God means He does what He pleases, without asking our permission, and without explaining Himself, if He doesn’t want to.  We can’t do anything about it.  


And why should want to?  After all, it is not the sovereignty of Fate or Chance or a Higher Power.  It is the sovereignty of God, the God who died in our place on the cross.  

JOB’S LAST WORD


After seeing the Lord in the storm and hearing His almighty voice, Job submits and tells God that he’s been both a fool and a villain for doubting Him,

I know that You can do everything,

And that no purpose of yours can be

Withheld from You. 

You asked, ‘Who is this who hides

Counsel without knowledge?’

Therefore, I have uttered

What I did not understand,

Things too wonderful for me,

Which I did not know.

Listen, please, and let me speak;

You said, ‘I will question you,

And you shall answer Me’.

I have heard of You by the hearing

Of the ear,

But now my eyes see You,

Therefore, I abhor myself,

And repent in dust and ashes.

THE MEDITATION


The Bible does not explain all the mysteries of life.  Because we don’t need to know them.  This doesn’t leave us in the dark, but in the Light.  For the Word revels something better than the mysteries of life; it reveals the Lord who is behind them all, and working them together for His glory and our good.  


We are commanded to trust Him and to pin hopes on Him.  Whether He explains Himself or not, He has done all things well.  


God bless you everyone.  For Christ’s sake.  Amen.  

