TEXT: Mark 1:21-45

SUBJECT: Humanity of Christ #2: Generosity


The theme of this year’s conference (my part, I mean) is the humanity of Christ.  Last time, we looked at the doctrine of His humanity.  In short, the Bible teaches that our Lord is eternal God, who “in the fullness of time” became a man or joined a human nature to His Divine nature without altering either or mixing the two together.  He is both God and Man in one Person.  The Nicene Creed says our Lord is

“Very God of very God;

Very man of very man”.


Jesus Christ is a Man—that’s the doctrine.  But my main goal is to show you what kind of man He is.  The study of His human character does not make His Divinity less clear, but brings it into sharper focus.  For the Lord Jesus Christ puts a human face on God.  When the beloved idiot, Philip, wanted to have a look at the Father, our Lord told him,

“Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father”.


And, He was truly surprised that the disciple who had been with Him for years didn’t know that by now.  No verse clears it up better than John 5:19,

“Most assuredly I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner”.  


The Son of God is a chip off the old block.  In His human character, we see Almighty God.  The Christmas hymn has it right,

“Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;

Hail the Incarnate Deity”.

THE TOPIC


You cannot summarize the Lord’s character in one word, of course.  All of His attributes are equally sinless and well-developed.  But in reading His life in the Gospels, one trait stands out (to me) more than any other.  It’s there out in contrast to the men around him and also over against myself and most believers I know.  


What is it?  It is His generosity. 

THE MEANING


Generosity means an eagerness to give.  It is the opposite of stinginess or selfishness; it is the opposite of giving without really wanting to.  Paul says we’re to give,

“Not grudgingly or of necessity, 

for God loves a cheerful giver”.


Not only does He love a cheerful giver, but God is a cheerful giver.  That’s evident from the Old Testament story, where the Lord is ever showering His favors on Israel.  But, in the coming of Christ, His goodness becomes even more manifest.  For we see it in a Man on earth and without unlimited time or resources.  

AN ILLUSTRATION


Mark Chapter 1 illustrates the point well.  It’s a running narrative of the first weeks of our Lord’s public career.  It starts with His baptism and the descent of the Dove upon Him.  This must have been a thrilling experience for the Lord and one that left Him tired.


But He has no time off!  For no sooner does He come out of the Jordan than God’s Spirit drives Him into the wilderness for forty days of fasting and loneliness. This left Him half-dead with hunger and weariness.  


But there’s more to come: Satan confronts Him in the wilderness and plies Him with cruel and hateful temptations.  He beats the devil back, but the fight has taken its toll.  


He goes into Galilee and begins a hard preaching tour, centering on repentance—a doctrine nobody likes to hear.  Then He calls some men to follow Him and begins their early training in discipleship.  Judging by the kind of men they were, this must have been a slow and aggravating work for Him.  


Then He starts performing miracles—casting out a devil in the synagogue of Capernaum, healing Peter’s mother-in-law of a fever.  He goes on to cure every disease in town and cast out more devils.  


His days are so packed with work that He has no convenient time to pray.  So He makes time, by sneaking off in the middle of the night.  But even darkness is no refuge—Peter and the others hunt Him down with more demands on His time.  


He goes back to work, preaching the Gospel in every synagogue, casting out more demons, and then a leper shows up, begging for His help.  The Lord gives it to him, but the warning that he was to keep it quiet.  He didn’t need any more publicity.  But the leper won’t obey Him and soon everyone knows about Him and the whole county starts mobbing Him.  


It got so bad that He had to hide out in deserted places.  But even that didn’t work, for “They came to Him from every quarter”.


Had this occurred once or twice in His ministry, it would have been relatively easy to put up with it.  But it didn’t happen once or twice.  It was an everyday affair!  For three years—every day was packed was like this one!  Constant pressure, no end to the demands put on His time and energy.  It must have worn Him down in body and soul.  


But it did not wear down His generosity.  Note what is not in the chapter: there is no crankiness, there is no reluctance, and there is no refusal.  


I don’t know which of these I admire most.  When I’ve got too much to do, I become irritable.  I’ve often told people, “I’d love to”, when in fact, I wouldn’t!  And how many times have I politely refused to help someone because he was being thoughtless or rude?  


But look at the Lord’s generosity.  He’s run down by hard work and not enough sleep; people do not respect His privacy, they’re climbing all over Him.  He’s like the Beatles in 1964, but without the limos, the luxury hotels, and the security guards all around Him.  


He’s being pulled to pieces by demanding mobs—most of whom do not love Him, except for what they can get from Him.  And yet He keeps giving--and with a good attitude. 


That’s generosity.  Not Ted Turner giving a billion dollars to charity—on TV!  But giving yourself to people who need you and don’t always remember to say thanks.     

THE CONTRASTS


The Lord’s goodness stands in sharp contrast to the stinginess of most other people in the Gospels.  The Scribes and Pharisees, of course, were famous for their lack of charity.  Their hearts were small and black and hard.  Think of the way they sneered at sinners while cheating widows and orphans.
It’s no wonder they were that way—they were unsaved men.  

What’s harder to figure out is why the disciples were often so much like them.  I’m not exaggerating for effect; Peter, James, John, and the others were often mean and selfish. 


When mothers brought their babies for a blessing, they tried to run them off—as though the Lord was too busy to fool with kids!  


When Mary poured oil on the Lord’s head, they blasted her for squandering her money.  


When the Samaritans didn’t invite them in for the night, James and John wanted to fire bomb the city.


But see the Lord in the three examples.  When the disciples turn the babies away, the Lord welcomes them with open arms.  When the disciples tear into Mary, the Lord pays tribute to her.  When the disciples want to nuke Samaria, the Lord wants to save it.  


The Lord Jesus Christ was remarkably generous—and still is.  


His generosity is seen in full a bit later in His life—in the shadow of the cross.  Would you be scared if you knew you were going to die—by crucifixion—in a few hours?  What would you be doing with your last hours—giving or getting?  I’d want to receive all the help and comfort and love my family and friends could give me.  


But the Lord spends that time giving—teaching, warning, praying for others, and putting the ear back on an enemy and helping his disciples make their escape.  It’s no wonder John says,

“Now Jesus, knowing His hour had come, having loved His disciples, loved them to the end”.  


…Not to the end of His life (though that’s true too), but to the end of His love.  


Even on the cross, He overflows with giving.  He prays for the men who are crucifying Him; He takes care of His mother; He restores a disciple; He saves a thief.  No thought of Himself, of His needs, of His wants.  No, the Lord’s heart is set on others—on people who don’t deserve His favor, but who get it anyway!  Because He is generous.  

TWO EXAMPLES


The Lord was generous in every way, of course, but I have two examples to consider.  The first is in the use of His money.  

At the Last Supper, the Lord whispered something to Judas Iscariot.  The others couldn’t quite make out what He said, but they guessed it had something to do with the Passover or “That he should give something to the poor” (cf. John 13:39). 


At first glance, this doesn’t surprise you because all devout Jews did that at the time—even the hypocrites gave to charity.  But, if you think about it a bit more, you’ll remember that the Lord Himself was a poor man!  He should have been on the other end of charity—of receiving alms.  But He wasn’t; He gave to people worse off than He was.    They must have been mighty hard to find, for even the animals fared better than the King,

“Birds have their nests and foxes

have their holes, but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay His head”.


The Lord Jesus Christ had very little in His wallet—but the skinny wallet was open to people in need.  


People who are not generous with their money always think they would be if only they had more of it.  That is not true!  Generosity depends on the size of your heart, not the size of your bank account. 


I know a man who cooked breakfast every Saturday morning for anyone who came by.  The news soon got out and before long, every bum, beggar, and moocher in the neighborhood was there.  What makes the story poignant is that the man wasn’t saved and he wasn’t doing it to earn his way to heaven.  He did it because he was generous.  


If Common Grace made an unsaved man that giving, should Saving Grace do less for us?  


How generous are you in the use of your money?  Do you help people who need it?  Do you support the Kingdom of God with your offerings?  Do you give to the church?  What part of your budget is given to charity?  


The United States may be the richest country in the world.  But where is our money going?  After our basic needs are met, how are we spending our surplus dollars?  On a bigger house, a newer car, faster and shinier gadgets, or maybe into the bottomless pit of credit card debt?  


How much do we give away?  The Lord became poor in making us rich.  Are we following Him?  God help us!

  
The Lord was also generous with His time.  


I’ve made this point already and won’t labor it here.  But are you too busy to help others?  Is your work so important that you can’t lay it aside for a while to spend time with people who need you—maybe your wife or husband, maybe your kids or aging parents?  Maybe someone who is a real nuisance, but has no one in the world to turn to?  


The Lord’s work was important.  His prayer time was very dear to Him.  He had the same needs that we have.  And, of course, in becoming a Man, He walked into the time trap—too much to do and too little time to do it.  


Yet, somehow or other, He found the time to spend with people who needed Him.  I’m not sure I can explain this, but I believe that His generosity—His willingness to spend time He didn’t have—is the very thing that gave Him the time He needed.  There’s a Proverb to this effect, 11:24:

“There is one who scatters, yet increases more; and there is one who withholds more than is right, but it only leads to poverty”.  


Maybe we don’t have time to help others because we keep too much time for ourselves.  But the Man who had only three years of ministry filled it to the brim—not by being efficient with His use of time, but by being generous with it.

A QUESTION AND A TEST


Are you generous with your time and money?  Maybe some of you know you’re stingy and are ashamed of yourselves.  But what about the rest of you?  Are you a giver or a taker?  Do you give to fend off guilt and to look good to others or because you want to?  


All our motives are mixed, of course.  But here’s a test that will pretty much answer the question.  It’s not infallible, but it’s quite accurate.  


Do people take advantage of you?  Do they drop by unannounced?  Do they ask for your help?  Do they put the bite on your for money?  Setting aside how you respond to them, ask yourself: Do people take advantage of me?  


If they do it’s because you’re generous.  Everyone felt welcome with the Lord—because everyone was welcome!  Sinners and publicans, however, were not so eager to drop in on the Pharisees or ask a Sadduccee for a few dollars till payday.  Of course they didn’t—for the leaders of Israel were stingy men—and stingy men won’t be played for the sucker.  


But the Son of God will be!  People cut in on the Lord’s private time and made a million demands on Him because they knew the kind of Man He was—and is!  

THIS MEANS


This means we ought to love and admire and respect and stand in awe of the Lord Jesus Christ!  As God His time and power are unlimited—He can do everything at once.  But as a Man, His time and energy are as short as yours and mine!  Yet, He used that time and energy to serve others instead of thinking what’s best for Himself! 


It also means that we ought to repent of our selfish ways—especially when we try to justify them by some resort to common sense or the Bible.  The fact is, our lives are not our own.  They’re to be lived for God, which is another way of saying, they’re to be lived for others.

“Inasmuch as you have done it to the least of these My brethren, you have done it unto Me”.   

HOW TO


How do you become more generous?  


In the first place, you meditate on the Lord Jesus Christ.  It’s not easy to read Mark Chapter 1 and at the same time resent every intrusion on my time.  


In the second place, you trust God to bring nothing into your life but what He wants there.  If you have things to do—and then someone butts in on your time—the Lord wants you to help that person and when you do, He’ll help you get those things done.  


In respect to money, you’ll only be generous to other people if you’re stingy with yourself—and that’s the rub!  We’re stingy with others because we’re too generous to ourselves!  


Let me tell you a little story.  I’ll leave the names out, but the people are real and I’ve known them well and for twenty years.  The wife does not work and the man has a fair salary.  Yet these people pours tens of thousands of dollars a year into missions.  How do they do it?  They spend almost nothing on themselves.  They shop at the thrift store; they eat casseroles made of eggs and noodles; they don’t go to the movies; they don’t rent videos; when they go out to eat, they select cheap restaurants and always bring a coupon.  I once traveled with the man and on the plane he said, “I’m going to have a Coke!  You know, I think I’m going to have a Coke”.  On and on he went about it.  And then it hit me: I had never seen him drink a soda.  Do you know why?  Because water and tea are cheaper!  


The couple are not misers; they are very hospitable; and they don’t look shabby or underfed.  Yet on a modest salary, they give more to missions than anyone I know.  


They’re generous with others because they’re not generous with themselves.  There’s a Bible word for this: self-denial.  They deny themselves to give to others.  


In respect to time, if you want to have some for others, you can’t waste time on yourself.  Do your work when you can; work hard, work smart, and when people butt in on your time, you’ll have some to give them without leaving other things undone.  


Here I’ll name a good example: Dr. Rushdoony.  The man had twenty five thousand books and read every one of them!  He was a pastor, a missionary, and a scholar.  Yet I heard him say that he never—never once—told anyone he was too busy to have them in.  Can you imagine how many young men with too much time on their hands must have dropped in on him?  And talked and talked and talked?

Yet Dr. Rushdoony let them cut into his precious time—and still did more than ten other men!  Because he used his time well.  Like my friends, he had time to “waste” on others because he didn’t waste it on himself.    


Here’s the memory verse:

“Freely you have received: freely give”.


God bless you, everyone.  For Christ’s sake.  Amen.  

Yet Dr. Rushdoony let them cut into his precious time—and still did more than ten other men!  Because he used his time well.  Like my friends, he had time to “waste” on others because he did not waste it on himself.  


One last thing: If the Lord is so generous, we can ask Him for big things.  You can ask Him to forgive your sins—even the ones you’ve committed time and time again!  You can ask Him to save the most hardened sinner.  You can ask Him to revive the Church and to convert the Nations.  The hymn is right:

“Thou art coming to a King,

Large petitions with thee bring;

For His grace and power are such,

None can ever ask too much.

None can ever ask too much”.


What kind of Man was the Lord Jesus Christ?  What kind of Man is He?  He was and is a generous man.  We live on His largesse and we ought to imitate it.  

“Freely you have received;

freely give”.

