TEXT: Psalm 23:5-6

SUBJECT: Henry on Psalm 23#7


Tonight, with the blessing of the Holy Spirit, we’ll move on in our study of Matthew Henry on Psalm 23.  Nearly everyone knows the 23rd Psalm, but hardly anyone believes it.  If we did believe it, we wouldn’t be so prone to worry and envy, to the fear of death, and doubts about heaven.  In studying the Psalm, therefore, we need to pray for faith.  And, because faith is according to God’s will, we’ll have it if we sincerely and patiently ask for it.  What the man said to our Lord, we need to say every time we open His Word,

“Lord I believe!

Help my unbelief!”


The last two verses of Psalm plainly go together.  You can see the images have changed.  David no longer sees himself as a sheep of God’s flock, but now he’s an honored guest in the Lord’s home—and the Lord is showing him every courtesy.  


We’ve all been to the homes of other people.  A handful of hosts are quite rude and give you the feeling they can’t wait to be rid of you.  Others are more hospitable and seem glad to have you.  But every once in a while, you go to someone’s home who is more than polite and generous.  You not only feel welcome in his home, but you feel at home there!  And you tend to lose track of time.  You’re planning to stay till nine, maybe, but by the time you look at your watch, it’s past midnight.  That’s hospitality at its best!  


You don’t have to be rich or cultured to be hospitable.  You don’t need fine china or gourmet food, a clean house or perfect kids.  What you need is love.  And that’s what the Lord has for His people—an immense and lasting love! 


In the last two verses, David glories in God’s love for him—and all His people, who are no less honored than the old king.  

APPRECIATION


He starts off with a word of appreciation.

“How highly he magnifies God’s gracious gifts to him.  He has provided all things pertaining to life and godliness, all things needed for body and soul, for time and eternity.  Such a bountiful benefactor is God to all of His people and it becomes them to abundantly utter His great goodness”.  

David’s life was not a carefree one.  It had plenty of “downs” to go with its many “ups”.  Yet he was not a complainer and did not feel cheated by God.  I’ve only known one man who said he was shortchanged by the Lord, but I suspect that many others feel that way.  You can tell because they complain, because they envy people who have more than they do, because they’re favorite words are, “Why me?”  

This kind of attitude is both sinful and blind!  The complaining Christian has not noticed what he has—what he has in the here and now, I mean!    The sickest, poorest, and loneliest believer in the world has far more than the healthiest, richest, and most popular unbeliever in the world!  Of course he does!  Because he has Christ—and with the Lord he has everything else!  He has the forgiveness of sin; he has a Friend in heaven; he has the Holy Spirit in his heart; he has guidance, if he wants it; he has a death that ends in life; he has eternal happiness with God.  


Henry develops this under four heads:

“David acknowledges that he has (1) food convenient for him, that he had it (2) carefully and readily provided for him, that he had it (3) in abundance, and that he had it (4) not only for necessity, but for adornment and delight”.  

The first word he uses is convenient.  To us, it means handy or easy to use.  But Henry uses it in the old-fashioned way.  It means something like suitable.  The blessings of grace—in other words—suit us; they’re what we need.  What if salvation meant becoming twelve feet tall and having your skin turn neon orange?  It wouldn’t be of much value to us because our problems are not being too short and not orange enough!  Thus, the grace of God is designed for creatures—made in the Image of God, but fallen away from the Lord.  It brings us back into His fellowship and restores our likeness to Him.  The grace of God suits us just fine!  

It is also carefully and readily provided.  If you drop by unannounced, you’ll probably end up with leftovers or maybe a sandwich.  But if I’ve invited you to dinner, you can be sure I’ll prepare something better.  And that’s what the Lord does for us.  He doesn’t give us stale bread or hard cheese or drooping lettuce.  No, we come to Him by His invitation, and thus, He’s ready for us!  Ready with the best He has to offer!  And that’s mighty good. 

Henry adds, the grace of God is in abundance.  Several years ago, my wife and I visited friends for dinner.  The food was very good, but there wasn’t enough of it!  Two pork chops for four adults—and two of them big eaters!—is not enough.   We had to stop at Burger King on the way home from dinner.  But this is not true with the Lord.  He not only gives us what we need, but all we need—and more!

“My cup runs over”.

Finally, he says, the hospitality of God includes “ornament and delight”.   When it comes to eating, my favorite saying is…Presentation is Everything!  Mediocre food—and not much of it—tastes good if it’s beautifully presented.  Things like color and flowers and nice settings, pretty music, and so on, make eating much more than slaking hunger.  


This is what the Lord does for us!  Not only is grace nourishing, but it’s beautiful.  Heaven not only gets us out of hell, but it’s…heaven!   The Gospel not only informs us, but it charms us.  Prayer is not only letting God know what you need, but it’s visiting with your Best Friend.  


Christianity is not only the good life, but it’s the sweet life.  It was said of another Puritan, “Heaven got into him before he got into heaven”.  That ought to be true of all the Lord’s people.  We have flashes of heavenly beauty, goodness, and truth even in this life.  All because God prepares a table before us…anoints our head with oil…and makes our cups run over”. 

ANTICIPATION


The Psalmist not only appreciates what the Lord has done for him, but he also anticipates what the Lord will do for him.  Henry says

“How confidently he counts upon the continuing of God’s favor.  His faith is rising and his hope is strengthened.  Observe (1) what he promises himself—goodness and mercy, (2) its manner—it shall follow me, (3) its continuance—all the days of my life, (4) the certainty—surely, and (5) the end—I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever”.

The Lord promises “goodness and mercy”  Goodness stands for His generosity—giving us all we need and far more.  Mercy reminds us that He gives all these things to people who do not deserve it.  


Martin Luther tells the story of a lazy servant who inherited his master’s whole estate.  Everyone was amazed at the will—and nobody thought that man would get anything.  The servant didn’t expect anything either.  But he gave nothing back!  If that’s the master’s will—he’s happy with it.  And that’s how we should feel.  Not worthy of God’s favor, but mighty glad to have it!  


The mercy follows us.  Henry compares it to the Rock that followed Israel in the wilderness.  They didn’t go to it for water, but it came to them.  That’s where the Lord’s mercy meets us—where we are.  


God’s favor follows us all the days of our life.  In childhood, in youth, in middle age, in old age, in death.  Even when we were not saved, the mercy kept us alive until the time came when it opened our hearts to the Gospel and made us willing to do His will.  


Everything has an end—except for one thing: the mercy of God.  We will have it as long as God lives and is faithful to His Word.  And that means forever.  For the Lord does not age or grow weary and His Promise never fails.   

