TEXT: Genesis 1:1-2

SUBJECT: Henry on Genesis 1#2


Tonight, with the Lord’s blessing, we’ll move on in the  study we began last week.  It’s called Matthew Henry on Genesis 1.  The book we’re using is Henry’s great Commentary on the Whole Bible, published almost 300 years ago—and as edifying today as it was way back then.  Charles Spurgeon called it,

“First among the mighty for general usefulness”.

Underline the word, “usefulness”.  The book is not as scholarly or scientific as many commentaries are today, but it is wonderfully useful.  Reading Matthew Henry is good for the soul.  

REVIEW


Last time we looked at what the creation says about the Creator.  Henry emphasized two things—things needed in his day, but even more in our own: (1) The Creator is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  In other words, we were not made by a Higher Power, a Divine Force, or a Prime Mover.  No, it is the God of the Bible—both Old and New Testaments who made us—and no one else!  (2) This God has definite, namable traits.  Among other things, he is good, beautiful, wise, powerful, and mysterious.  These “invisible attributes”—Paul says—“are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made”.  Note the strong language here: they’re not hinted at or suggested by the creation, but unmistakably seen by the things that are made.  (That’s why atheism, agnosticism, and idolatry are not honest mistakes, but willful sins).   


Matthew Henry is so rich and full that he packed all this doctrine and exhortation into six inches of print.  And he did it, without resorting to allegory or turning it into a Fable with moral lessons to be drawn from it.  No, all these thing are actually in the text.  If we had the vision the old Puritan had, we’d have seen them for ourselves.


Even though he’s said a lot already, the commentator’s not nearly finished.  In the first two verses of Genesis, he finds—not only the existence of God and some of His attributes, but also…

A HINT OF THE TRINITY

“The Author and Cause of this great work is God.  The

Hebrew word is Elohim which bespeaks (1) the power

Of God the Creator.  El signifies the Strong God; and

What else but almighty power could bring all things out

Of nothing?  (2) The plural name of God confirms our 

Faith in the doctrine of the Trinity, which though but

Darkly intimated in the Old Testament, is clearly

Revealed in the New.  The Son of God, the Eternal Word

Of the Father was with Him when He made the world…

O what high thoughts this ought to form in our minds

Of that great God to whom we draw near and the

Great Mediator in whose Name we draw near”.

Most English words are made plural by adding an s.  One book, five books.  But in Hebrew, the plural ending is im.  Thus, one angel is called a cherub, while two or more are called, not cherubs, but cherubim.  And that’s how the name of God appears in Genesis 1:1, not Eloha (i.e., Strong One), but Elohim (Strong Ones).   So, are there more gods than one?  


Certainly not!  The central doctrine in the religion of Israel is one God only.  Every Jewish boy learned to recite the Shema, which begins,

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord your God,

the Lord is One God…”


Yet this One God first reveals Himself—somehow or other—as more than one.


This is not the only time He does it in the Old Testament.  In Genesis 1:26, the Lord says,

“Let us make man in our own image

according to our likeness”.


So there must be more than one God, right?  Wrong.  The very next verse denies it,

“So God created man in His own image, in the

image of God, He created him…”

This anomaly has led some scholars to believe that Genesis was cobbled together from various sources and the editor—whoever he was, certainly not Moses, they say—wasn’t paying very close attention to the grammar, syntax, and so on.  

