TEXT: Haggai 2:10-19PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Haggai #4


Tonight brings us to Haggai's fourth sermon, preached about two months after his third.  Unlike his other efforts, this prophecy breaks no new ground; tells us nothing we didn't already know.  It is a defense of God's dealing with the nation.  


It seems to be in answer to an unspoken question.  The LORD had promised a blessing on their labors.  He would be "with them"--He said--and "fill this temple with glory".  These were mighty encouraging words; and no doubt brought the promises of Deuteronomy to mind: "The LORD will grant you plenty of goods, in the fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock,  and in the produce of your field".  So they eagerly looked for the promised blessing.


But it didn't come.  Three months had passed since they began work on the Temple.  They were now doing God's will sincerely.  But prosperity still eluded them  They were in the same condition as before: the field was yielding only half-a-crop; and the vineyard was doing even worse: forty-percent production!  And everything they touched was stained with mildew.  And so the people were asking (at least to themselves): "Is God telling the truth?"  


This is the question they were wrestling with; and not they alone.  All of the LORD's people do, too.  When God promises a blessing--and doesn't deliver--can He still be trusted?  "Is God telling the truth?"  


Haggai first reminds them of the cause of their trouble.  There is nothing in God--no malice and no apathy--that has put them in their mess.  They themselves had done it.  


In vv.12-13, God poses two questions of His own: "`If one carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it become holy?'  Then the priests answered and said, `No'".  Then, the second: "`If one who is unclean because of a dead body touches any of these, will it be unclean?'  So the priests answered and said, `It shall be unclean'".  


Under the Mosaic Law, "clean" things could not transmit their "cleanness", but "unclean" things would certainly pass along their "uncleanness".  If, for example, an unclean pig were offered on a clean altar, the pig would not become clean, but the altar would become unclean.  On this point, the priests were unanimous.


But then, in v.14, comes the application: "So is this people and so is this nation before Me, says the LORD, and so is every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean".


In other words, by neglecting their work for so many years, Israel's gifts and prayers had been unacceptable to God.  Both were refused with a vengeance.  And so they were suffering because of their own sins.  Their sacrifices, their religious devotions, and so on, were of no value because they came from evil hearts.   An abomination they had become!  And so the years of pestilence and starvation had been self-inflicted--and the people needed to remember that!        


Before we go murmuring against God and demanding His favors, we would do well to recall our sins--and see that God hasn't dealt with us in half the severity we deserve.  "It is through the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.  They are new every morning".


This takes the edge off the people's complaint--and reminds them of what they are, sinners in no position to make demands or issue ultimatums!  


But although God might leave it at that, He does not.  He goes further to reassure them of the promised blessings, vv.18-19: "Consider now from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the LORD's temple was laid: `Is the seed still in the barn?  As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yielded fruit'.   But from this day forward I will bless you".  


This is a bit convoluted.  I'll try to straighten it out, if I can.  "It is the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month (i.e., December).  Is this the time that you normally harvest your crops?  Of course not!  It's the dead of winter!  So, why are you asking Me for a miracle!?  I will meet your needs--but in the ordinary course of Providence.  Stop demanding fruit to `rain out of heaven' and cows to calve by the bushel, and wait for Me to provide for you in the normal way!  I will.  I promise.  Just wait a few months, will you?"  That is--more or less--what God is saying.


And that was the message they needed.  They shouldn't expect God to do by miracle what He normally does by Providence.  And His promise is true, however He fulfills it--in an earthquake or "in the still small voice".  


But think about it, would you?  The Jews of the Fifth Century B.C., were not the last people to entertain these doubts or ask these questions, were they?   We often expect the same of God.  We sometimes demand that He solve our problems, right now, and without means.  And if He doesn't, He has not lived up to His word.  


We pray against some gross sin, pleading the promises of God, and begging His deliverance.  But the sins stays with us--maybe gets worse--over the months.  And so we charge God with unfaithfulness.  But is He untrue?  Maybe not.  Maybe He has given directions on how to overcome that sin--directions we have conveniently ignored.  Yet we expect a miracle.  


Or, we have a terrible problem with our finances.  We ask God to help us.  But He doesn't.  We only get deeper in red ink.  Has He "forgotten to be gracious"?  Maybe not.  Maybe He has shown us how to stay out of debt--but we've disobeyed.  We angrily or unbelieving demand God to do something for us now--or else!  


God promises no miracle.  He only promises grace.  And when we obey His word in any area, we can expect His blessing on it.  But when we don't, our prayers are in vain.  The blessing may not come immediately, or in the form we expected it.  But it will come.  The LORD has promised to "honor those who honor Him".  And so He will, in this life or the next.  


That's the message of Haggai's fourth sermon.  I hope it is one that will profit us, as well.  Amen.     

