TEXT: Galatians 5:22-23PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Fruit of the Spirit #7: Faithfulness


"The fruit of the Spirit is...faithfulness".  That's the topic of today's sermon.  God make us "hearers of the word...and doers", for Christ's sake.  Amen.

THE MEANING


"Faith" or "faithfulness" can be understood in two ways.  It may mean "belief".  We're often told to "believe in Christ", to "trust God" and so on.  Is that a fruit of God's Spirit?  It is!  The people of Achaia "believed through grace".  So do we, cf. Ephesians 2:8.  That, however, is not the way Paul means it here.


By "faithfulness", he means reliability, trustworthiness, or dependability.  


Renewed by God's Spirit, you quit being the liar, the cheat, or the irresponsible man you once were and become something quite different: You become the sort of person others can count on.  You're reliable; you're a man of your word.  

THE EXAMPLES


That's the big.  Let's go to the particulars.  The "faithful" person...



...is direct with his words and not clever.  The scribes and Pharisees were very careful to keep their promises.  But they were also crooks at heart.  And so, what did they do?  They worded their promises to deceive without actually perjuring themselves.  Our Lord gave an example:


"Woe to you, blind guides, who say, `Whoever swears by the Temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the Temple, he is obliged to perform it'".  


Here's what He means: I ask you for a loan, promising to pay you back next wee.  Next week, you come for the money but I say


"I don't owe you anything".


"But you promised!  You swore by the Temple of God to pay me back".  


"Right!  But did I swear by the gold of the Temple?"  


"Ah...no"


"Well then, I don't owe you anything, do I?"  


By a technicality, I'm off the hook.   


Cunning is not a "fruit of the Spirit".  Faithfulness is.  Saying what you mean and meaning what you say.


"Let your `Yes' be `Yes'


And your `No' be `No'.


For whatever is more than these


is of the evil one".


The "faithful" man also remembers what he said.  Have you ever let someone down without meaning to?  Did you ever promise to do something and forget all about it?  Did you lie?  No you didn't.  But how serious were you about keeping your word?  Serious enough to write it down?  Serious enough to cancel other things?  How serious were you?  A faithful man is very serious about his word.  He is described in Psalm 15 as


"Swearing to his own hurt


and not changing".


If his promise was foolish, he still keeps it.  It if puts him out, he still keeps it.  If it costs him dearly, he still keeps it.  If you keep your promises, you won't make so many.  But you'll be trustworthy.  


The "faithful" person develops personal discipline.  It is amazing how many people lose their jobs due to absenteeism or tardiness.  They can do the job--they're even good at it--but you can't count on them.  They don't show up or show up on time.  They're unreliable.  


The faithful man, though, gets into good habits.  He goes to bed early enough to wake up on time.  He gasses up the car ahead of time.  He takes traffic into account.  He goes to work even when he's feeling less than perfect.  His work is done "in sincerity of heart, as to Christ". 


The "faithful" take their bills seriously.  A Proverb speaks to the issue, 3:27-28:


"Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in the power of your hand to do so.  Do not say to your neighbor, `Go, and come back, and tomorrow I will give it' when you have it with you".  


Do you know what a bank check is?  It is your promise that you have enough money in your account to cover it.  Do you?  If 

not, you're breaking your word.  And that's not faithful.  Do you know what a credit card is?  The word "credit" is from the Latin Credo.  That means "I believe".  When you use the plastic, you're saying, "Believe me--I'm good for it".  Are you?  If you're not, you're not believable.  You're not faithful. 


The "faithful" take their wedding vows seriously.  Brides and grooms make solemn promises to each other.  At the moment, they mean them--with all their hearts.  But what about later?  They've taken a vow, but have they "deferred to pay it?"


Most of us are rather pleased if we've kept one of them, if we've "Forsaken all others".   But is that all you promised to do?  I promised to "love, honor, and cherish" my wife.  She promised to "love, honor, and obey" me.  No one's perfect, of course, but are you trying to keep your marriage vows?  


Husband, are you "honoring" your wife?  Or treating her like a dog?  Wife, are you "obeying" your husband?  Or doing your own thing?  


In the hearing of God, we made these vows.  Are we keeping them?  God help us if we don't, for He "has no pleasure in fools".  


These are five examples.  Many others could be added.  Like Moses, the Lord wants us to be "faithful in all our [ways]".  

THE REASONS


Do you know why you're to be faithful?  It is good for others, of course.  Two Proverbs says so:


"Like the cold of snow in time of harvest, is a faithful messenger to those who sent him, for he refreshes the soul of his masters"--25:13.  


You get the picture, don't you?  You're a migrant worker, slaving away in the heat of mid-September.  But one day, a cool breeze blows in and...ah, how sweet it is!  A reliable person is that way.  


"Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a bad tooth and a foot out of joint"--25:19.  


Think of breaking your tooth--and then having to eat with it!  Think of dislocating your foot--and then having to walk on it!  Are these pleasant experiences?  If not, then neither is relying on a person who isn't reliable.


If you "love your neighbor as yourself", you'll become trustworthy.


That's a good reason to be reliable.  But here's a better one: You ought to be faithful because Jesus Christ is faithful.  His Name is "Faithful and True".  And He lives up to His Name: His words are faithful; his actions are faithful; His character is faithful. 


His friends said so--but you'd expect that.  His enemies, though, said the same thing: "I find no fault in Him" cried Pontius Pilate.  And God agreed with their assessment.  


"This is My Beloved Son


in Whom I am well-pleased".


Do you want to be like Christ?  Every believer does.  And God wants you to be like His Son.  But you cannot resemble our Lord without becoming faithful.  

THE WAY


First of all, think before you speak.  Unfaithfulness is often the result of sloppy thinking.  You promise to do things you cannot do--like be at two places at the same time.  How do you keep from doing this?  James knows how: "Be swift to hear and slow to speak".   


That's not easy to do.  You need help; ask for it.


"Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth;


keep watch over the doors of my lips".


Secondly, remember your witness to Christ.  Do people know you're a believer?  If so, everything you do is a witness.  Either for Him or against Him.  If you can't be counted on, they'll think the same of Christ.  That's not what you want--I know that.  But it's still what others with think, cf. II Samuel 12:14.  But if you're reliable, they'll assume your Savior is too, cf. Matthew 5:16.   


Thirdly, meditate on the Golden Rule.  Do you wish others were more trustworthy?  If so, you be more trustworthy.  Have others hurt you by going back on their word?  If so, don't go back on yours.  "Whatever you would have men do to you, do to them, for that is the Law and the Prophets".  


But most of all, you must "Walk in the Spirit".  To some people, this is too fuzzy to be of any use.  But it isn't fuzzy at all.  To "walk in the Spirit" is to have close fellowship with Him.  That means you talk to the Spirit in prayer; He speaks to you in His Word; you do what He says from the heart.  That's what it means to "walk in the Spirit". 


Will the Spirit help you to become reliable?  Of course He will!  He will remind you of your duty; He'll urge you to do it; when you don't, He'll rebuke you; when you confess your sin, He'll communicate forgiveness to your soul.  With His blessing, you can be "faithful".  And more than "can be"; you will be, for "He who has begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ".  


Because of Holy Spirit possess him, every believer will become more and more reliable.  The most irresponsible person can become stable and trustworthy.  But not through a program; it's through a Person.  "With man it is impossible, but with God all things are possible".  

CLOSE AND APPEAL


Some of you are not faithful because you don't have God's Spirit in you.  You've tried self-improvement, but it doesn't seem to work.  You keep falling back into old habits.  Or forming new ones that are even worse than the old!  


You cannot become trustworthy on your own.  You were never meant to be.  You become reliable only if God's Spirit is in you.  And you obtain the Holy Spirit only by believing in Christ.


As for the rest of us?  Let's become more faithful in our lives by exercising more faith in our Lord.  


"Lord, I believe;


Help Thou mine unbelief".


God make us more faithful.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.   

