TEXT: Galatians 5:22-23PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Fruit of the Spirit #6: Goodness


"The fruit of the Spirit is...goodness".  That is the topic for today.  I pray God will bless it to your good and mine.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.

WHAT IS IT?


"Goodness" is generosity or an eagerness to share yourself and what you have with others.  


For example, think of a man you can drop in on and not feel like your barging in on him.  Or the woman you can talk to without being judged.  Or the person you can make up with--on easy terms.  Or someone who will lend you money without making you feel inadequate or guilty.  Or the man who'll unplug your sewer--and make you feel like your doing him a favor.  


These people are "good"; they're generous; they're eager to share.  


Bits of goodness are seen in everyone--saved and unsaved alike.  Do you know why?  Because everyone is made "in the image of God".  And God is supremely good!  


The Psalms are full of His goodness.  "You are good and do good...Good and upright is the LORD...You, O LORD, are good and ready to forgive...The LORD is good, His mercy is everlasting...O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good...The LORD is good to all and His tender mercies are over all His works".


If you don't believe in His goodness, David lays down the challenge,


"Taste and see that


the LORD is good".


Goodness--Divine and human--was merged in our Lord.  And seen in all its fullness.  Peter said, "Jesus of Nazareth...went about doing good..."  Read the Gospels and you'll see: He wasn't stingy with Himself or His time or His favors.  


Needy people nearly pulled Him apart, but He didn't turn them away!  Remember, our Lord was a celebrity and mobbed everywhere He went.  Millionaire athletes won't even sign an autograph!  But look at Him!  Healing the sick, feeding the hungry, casting out demons, raising the dead, teaching the multitudes, on and on it goes!  


What's most striking to me, though it this: Our Lord was generous--even when it came to money!  He and the disciples had a bag in which they carried alms for the poor.  So what?  So this:  Nobody was poorer than they were!  Cf.Matthew 8:20.  


The goodness of our Lord shouldn't surprise you because He is, after all, "the brightness of [God's] glory and the express image of His person..."  To put it another way, 


"The Son does nothing on His own,


But what He sees the Father do".


This is the best way to think about "goodness"--not as an abstract thing, but what you see in "the face of Jesus Christ".

THE OBJECTS


To whom should you be good or generous?  


Start at home.  Be good to your husband or wife.  If he makes a mistake, overlook it.  If she doesn't please you, become easier to please.  Be good to your children.  Remember, they're younger than you are and more prone to forget.  Be good to your parents.  Let them enjoy a quiet evening--without your tattling or fussing or complaining, and so on.  In short, follow the "Golden Rule" at home.  


If you don't like being interrogated, don't interrogate others!  If you wish others would cut you some slack, cut them some!  Be patient at home.  Remember, this is a Fallen World we live in--and people are messed up!  Learn to live with it!  


Go to church.  The Early churches were far from perfect!  Yet Paul doesn't light into them as servants of sin and willing dupes of the devil!  Knowing their faults, he still calls them "Saints, faithful, brethren, beloved" and so on.  He's not a fault-finder, but generous in his opinion of the Church.   He's willing to identify with them, serve them, and love them--even though they're not quite what he wishes they were, cf. II Corinthians 12:15.  


Extend your goodness to everyone.  "Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who persecute you, and pray for those who spitefully use you".  That is the command of Jesus Christ.  You're bound to obey it!


But He doesn't leave it there.  He doesn't say, "Do it because I said so!"  He explains why you're to be so good to rotten scoundrels.  "So that you may be children of your Father in heaven, for He sends His rain on the just and the unjust and causes His sun to rise on the good and evil".   


Be good to everyone because God is good to everyone!  "The earth is full of the goodness of the LORD".  And that goodness is sincere.  He's not "fattening up sinners for the slaughter"!  He is good to them from the heart!  He cares about them and wants what's best for them, cf. Acts 14:17.  


His word to us is: "Go and do likewise".  

THE WAY


How do you become more generous with yourself and with what you have?  


First of all, don't worry about the possible ill effects of generosity.  Is it possible to be too generous?  To think too highly or others?  To give too much away?  To spend too much time helping?  Is it possible to hurt those we're trying to help?  Yes, it is possible.  Sharing--like everything else--must be done wisely.


But, for most of us, this is not a problem!  Ours is the opposite: We're too stingy with ourselves, our time, our help, and our money!   When it comes to generosity, we need to worry more about "doing it" than "overdoing it".  


"Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof".


Number two: Meditate on Christ.  It is hard to think of Him and to be selfish at the same time.  When the churches of Judea needed help, Paul didn't hold up pictures of starving children or make others feel guilty about having money.  No, he pointed to Christ--II Corinthians 9:15.  


Thirdly, practice.  The hardest step to take is the first one.  If you want to be more generous, start today.  Is it possible to be "a cheerful giver"?  Some people don't know--because they've never tried!  Will "the liberal soul be made fat"?  Only the giving person knows that!  Does "he who scatters increase"?  If you've scattered yourself in love, you know.


Fourthly: Remember what you give in this life has significance beyond this life.  "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy" promised our Savior.  


C.S. Lewis was asked, "Will there be books in heaven?"


"Oh, yes, I'm sure of that".


"Which ones do you think?"


"Those you have given away".  


That's not in the Bible, of course--but its truth is.  Solomon put it like this: 


"He who has pity on the poor


lends to the LORD;


And He will pay back


what he has given".


Our Lord put it even better: "Inasmuch as you have done it to the least of these My brethren, you have done it to me.  Enter into the joy of your Lord".  


More could be said, of course.  But if you start with these--with God's blessing--you'll be well on your way to goodness.  

THE BLESSINGS


The blessings of goodness are many and obvious.  I won't labor them here, but let me say this much:


Generosity is good for you.  No one has less than the "keeper"; no one has more than the "giver".  "There is one who scatters and yet increases; and there is one who withholds more than is right...but it only leads to poverty" (Proverbs 11:24). 


"The merciful man does good


to his own soul;


But he who is cruel,


troubles his own flesh".


Generosity is good for others.  They benefit from what you give them.  Materially, of course.  But not only that way.  It does their souls good, too.  At the least, it makes them thank God for you--and that's good for them.  It may do more than this: It may inspire them to help others.  When the Macedonians gave, they "stirred the zeal" of others to do the same. 


But most of all, generosity is good for God.  It makes people thank Him and praise Him.  Even the wicked feel this way--sort of.  Even they "See your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven".  


When you're "good"--that is.  

WARNING AND COUNSEL


Some people will take advantage of your goodness.  Some will "use you" if you let them.  I know this because they "take advantage" God!  They "use" His goodness to sin against Him.  


What do you do about this?  You follow God's example.  He is "kind to the unthankful and to the evil".  


You have to do this.  If you don't, you can only be good to those who are good to you.  And that's the Publican's way of life.  Not ours!  


If you help others, some will hurt you in return!  But what else can you do?  The alternative to pain is...death.  Risk pain by being good.  Put yourself out on a limb--even is somebody saws it off behind you.  


You can do this...if you remember two things: (1) God will "wipe away every tear".  The pains of this life won't be carried into heaven.  And you'll be there a lot longer than you are here!  Ours is "a light affliction, which is for a moment".  (2) God will "avenge" all wrongs.  If you help someone and he pays you back with evil--let it go--God will take care of it in the end. 


"If your enemy hungers, 


feed him;


If he thirsts,


give him a drink".


"The fruit of the Spirit is...goodness".  May the Spirit create it in our souls, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

