TEXT: Galatians 5:22-23PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Fruit of the Spirit #3: Peace


Depending of the Lord for His blessing, let's continue the study we began two weeks ago.  It's called The Fruit of the Spirit.  


About this "fruit", you should recall: Every believer bears it.  He bears all of it.  He bears it--not because he tries so hard--but because he is indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  He obtains the Holy Spirit through faith alone in Christ alone.


Thus far, we've seen "The fruit of the Spirit is love [and] joy".  Now we go on to the third,


"The fruit of the Spirit is...peace".

THE MEANING


Galatians was written in Greek, but its author was not of Greek descent.  Paul was a Hebrew, steeped in the language and culture of Israel.  


This is significant, for no word meant more to a Jew than "peace".  It was used as a greeting, a farewell, a blessing, and in other ways, too.  What does it mean?  


1.
Objectively, it is an absence of strife along with the prosperity, safety, and cooperation that go with it.


2.
Subjectively, it is the state of mind these things make possible--contentment, serenity, and hope.  


Have I been too abstract?  If so, I'm sorry, for "peace" is a real thing.  It is an attribute of God.  What a sublime thought!  God is infinitely, eternally, and unchangeably at peace.  What Buddha strove for, but never got, the LORD has in perfection.


His peace became visible in Jesus Christ.  No one has a harder life than He; no one is more opposed.  Yet He conducts Himself with perfect composure.  He weeps at the tomb of Lazarus--but doesn't go all to pieces.  He's angry with the Pharisees--but not bitter.  He agonizes with His Father in prayer--but sweetly submits to His will.


Our Lord is a "Man at peace".  With Himself.  With His Father.  With His fellow man.  In Him the Word is fullfilled,


"Mark the perfect man and behold the upright,


For the end of that man is peace".

THE SOURCE


Everybody wants peace, but very few have it.  Isaiah likens the world to "a troubled sea that cannot rest".  A constant churning in the souls of men, in society, and between the nations.  


Why can't they find peace?  Because they look for it in the wrong places.  Maybe you're one of them!  You're looking for peace in money: It's not there!  You're looking for peace in love or sex: It's not there!  You're looking for peace in "the simple life": It's not there!  You're looking for peace in philosophy or religion or church: It's not there!  Men have tried these things--and a whole lot more--yet Paul says


"The way of peace


they have not known".


Only God gives peace--real, objective, lasting peace.  He is "The God of Peace".  His Word is "The Gospel of Peace".  He "gives peace".  He "fills us with peace".  He "keeps us in perfect peace".   


If you're looking for peace outside of God, you won't find it.  Don't waste your time looking for it.  "There is no peace, says my God, for the wicked".  None.  None at all.


This is not God's fault.  He made us to live at peace with Himself.  But we rebelled and broke that peace.  This put us at odds with Him.  And He with us.  


But He doesn't hold a grudge! His love is so great that He found a way to reconcile us to Himself.  That way is Christ.


"God...reconciled us by the death of His Son".  He "made peace through the blood of His cross".  


He gives "peace" to everyone who believes in Christ. This was hinted at in the Old Testament and made plain in the New.  


1.
"You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You because He trusts in You" (Isaiah 26:3).  


2.
"Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1).


To sum up: Peace comes from God, through Christ, to everyone who believes, and to no one else.  


If you want peace, you must believe in Christ.  But why be hypothetical?  You want peace--I know you do, you know you do, everyone knows you do!  Why seek it anywhere else?  Others have tried and failed. 


One man sought it in money, in power, in work, in beauty, in sex, in wisdom, in folly, in food, in wine--and everywhere else.  You know what he came up with?  


"Vanity of vanity


All is vanity".


Of course he did.  "The world is passing away and the desires thereof".  How can they possibly satisfy you?  


Blaise Pascal said we have a God-shaped hole in our souls.  We try to put other things into it, but they don't fit.  Only one thing fits--God.  Why not put Him there through faith in Christ.


In different words, St. Augustine made the same point:


"Lord, Thou hast made us for Thyself


and our souls are restless


Till they find their rest in Thee."


Pascal and Augustine were devout men and great geniuses.  But why trust them?  Our Lord put it even better than they.


"Come unto Me all you who labor


and our heavy laden;


And I will give you rest".


This applies--not only when things are going well--but when things couldn't be worse.  The Philippians were poor and persecuted, yet they had the promise


"The peace of God which passes


all understanding will keep


your hearts and minds


through Christ Jesus".

THE BLESSINGS



"Peace with God" is a great blessing in itself.  It means you have fellowship with Him now and forever.  But I've made that point before, and must move on.


If you have peace with God you also find "peace with yourself".


1.
You're at peace with your past.  So many people are eaten up with guilt and remorse over what they've done.  But not the believer, for he's forgiven. "You have cast all my sins behind Your back" (Isaiah 38:17).


2.
You're at peace with yourself now.  "Let your conduct be without covetousness and be content with what you have.  For He Himself has said, `I will never leave you nor forsake you'" (Hebrews 13:5).


3.
You're at peace with the future.  Death loses its "sting" when you know "To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord...which is far better".      


Unlike some believers, I think there is such a thing as "mental illness".  The mind is related to the brain, the glands, and the nervous system.  These things are physical, and therefore, subject to illness--like an arm, leg or appendix.  


But so much that's called "mental illness" is nothing but a bad conscience and a fear of judgment.  But these can be cured--without counseling or drugs or recovery groups  The cure is "faith in Christ".  


Your guilt can be removed right now all at once.  Your fear of death can be abolished instantly.  


"Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin?


The blood of Jesus whispers peace within".


Some of you are restless.  Why don't you find peace with yourself through faith in Christ.  


The second blessing: If you have peace with God, you can also find "peace with others".  Again, why not?  What are the main causes of strife?  Envy and self-seeking.  You resent what others have because you want them yourself!  But if you have "peace with God" how can you envy someone for his car?  Or, how can you resent him for having a better job than you or a more visible place in the church?  


What do these matter compared to fellowship with God and Christ?  Which you have.  No matter what you drive or what you do.  


Peace with God is the source of all peace.  That's why therapy doesn't work.  That's why peace treaties don't work.  And cannot work.  They seek peace apart from its only source.  

A WORD TO BELIEVERS WHO LACK PEACE


Every believer has "peace with God".  But not every believer feels that peace or enjoys it.  William Cowper was such a man. 


"Where is the blessedness I knew


when first I saw the Lord?


Where is the soul-refreshing view


of Jesus and His word?


What peaceful hours I then enjoyed,


How sweet their memory still!


But now I find an aching void


the world can never fill".


Why is this so common?  And what can we do about it?  The chief cause--I think--is "legalism" or the belief that you approve yourself to God by good works.  The Galatians thought that.  "Having begun in the Spirit, [they thought they'd] be made perfect through the flesh"--that is by Law keeping.  


You lose a good conscience through breaking the Law.  Do you get it back by keeping the Law?  No you don't.  You get it back through a renewed faith in Christ.  "How much more shall the blood of Christ...purge your conscience from dead works to serve the Living God?"      


We tell the sinner, "Don't try to justify yourself!  It can't be done".  But then, we tell the believer, "If you want peace with God, you'd better be good!"  That is self-justification!  And it won't work any better with the saint than with the sinner!  "By the works of the Law, no flesh shall be justified in His sight".   No flesh!  Lost or saved.  


Thus, if you believe in Christ, you have peace with God.  You enjoy that peace--not by trying real hard--but by living in faith.  


That's it.  


"Now may the God of hope


fill you with all joy and peace


in believing". 

