TEXT: I Corinthians 1:23-24PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Evangelism and the Five Points of Calvinism #4:                    Irresistible Grace


This afternoon brings us to the fourth sermon in our study "Evangelism and the Five Points of Calvinism".  "Calvinism" is a set of doctrines that ascribe salvation to God alone.  "Evangelism" is preaching Christ and promising eternal life to everyone who believes.  


The fourth point of Calvinism is "Irresistible grace".  If the doctrine is true, it must shape and stimulate our efforts to reach the lost.  Is it?  Let's find out.


What is "Irresistible Grace"?

"Irresistible grace" is not what it sounds like.  It doesn't mean God forces anyone to be saved.  No one comes to Christ reluctantly or against his own will.  


What it means is this: God saves everyone He intends to save.  Before the world was, God chose a people to save.  In time, He calls the people to Himself, enabling them to repent of their sins and to believe in Jesus Christ.  


Preachers call everyone to faith.  But they do not give the power to believe.  Only God can do that.  He does it by a secret work in the soul.  Two men come to church; both hear the same sermon; one mocks, the other believes.  How do you explain the difference?  Some find it in the two men--one is more "open"  than the other.  But Calvinism finds it in God.   God "opened the heart" of one man, allowing the other to remain in his evil and stubborn ways.  


That, in short, is the Reformed Doctrine of "Irresistible Grace".  


Is it true?

I think it is.  It is consistent with the doctrine of God.  The Bible teaches God is almighty.  If He intends someone to be saved, he will be saved.  That's another way of saying "Irresistible Grace".  


It is also consistent with the doctrine of man.  Man is in a state of sin which leaves him unable and unwilling to find God.  But some do find Him.  How?  John 6:44 explains: "No man can come to Me unless the Father who has sent Me draws him".  The word "draw" means more than "to invite or to woo or to plead with"; it means to summon; there's an idea of power behind it.  How does one come to Christ?  By the drawing power of God.  That is "Irresistible Grace".  


Most importantly, it is consistent with the direct teaching of the Bible.  I Corinthians 1:23-24 speak quite clearly to the subject.  "But we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks, foolishness.  But to those who are called, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God".  


Paul preached Christ to everyone.  But most did not believe him.  The Jews were offended by a Crucified Messiah; the Greeks thought it was stupid.  But some heard him quite differently.  In the Gospel, they found "the power and wisdom of God".  Who are they?  Not "the smart"; not "the humble"; not "the open-minded".  They are "the called".  The call of God, in other words, brought them to faith in Christ.  And that is "Irresistible Grace".  


John Murray was a very careful writer; unlike most preachers, he didn't overstate his case.  In a chapter on "Effectual Calling", Murray writes:


"It is very striking that, in the New Testament the terms for calling, when used specifically with reference to salvation, are almost uniformly applied, not to the universal call of the Gospel, but to the call that ushers men into a state of salvation and is, therefore, effectual".  


Murray was no hyper-Calvinist.  He and Ned Stonehouse wrote a book defending God's universal love and the well-meant offer of the Gospel.  But he also knew the grace that brings salvation is more than "offered" by God; it is "given" and "secured" by His Almighty power. 


The grace of God is "Irresistible Grace".  


Has the doctrine hindered evangelism?


It has not.  But men, inferring from it have slowed efforts to reach the lost.  Let me give two examples of how--the first is crude; the second is somewhat sophisticated.  


1.
The crude.  If God's grace cannot be resisted, the sinner will be saved whether I evangelize him or not.  This is pure hyper-calvinism.  And worse, it is disobedience.  The Great Commission is a command which is neither revoked nor fulfilled.  Our duty is to "Preach the Gospel to every creature".  No true doctrine contradicts this duty.  If it does, you've got the doctrine wrong!


2.
The sophisticated.  The Bible teaches two distinct "Calls".  One is the Gospel, which calls everyone to believe in Christ, but does not secure the salvation of any.  Isaiah knew this: "Lord, who has believed our report and to whom has the Arm of the Lord been revealed?". .



The Effectual Call is not the Gospel, but God Himself working in the soul.  This "call" never fails to achieve its object.  "Whom He calls, He also justifies, and whom He justifies He also glorifies".  



So far, so good.  But now the bad part.  If the Gospel does not give life--one may reason--why preach it?  Now, if someone is interested, of course, speak up for Christ!  But witnessing to people who don't care or even oppose the Gospel is "casting your pearls before swine".  Wait for God to call them--then evangelize and see them converted to Christ.  



The argument is stupid, but one has to be pretty smart to make it.  He has to read and to reason with much care. 



How do you answer the argument?  Quite easily: the two calls work together!  The effectual call brings one to faith, but the Gospel presents the object of faith--Jesus Christ.   God gives the power to believe in Christ, but it is we who "Preach Christ and Him crucified".  



Footnote: "Preaching Christ" is never just "presenting the facts".  It starts with them, of course, but goes on to plead with men to believe the facts and be saved.  If Paul "preaches with many tears", we dare not be any less passionate for the souls of men.  


Let's get this straight.  The doctrine does not hinder evangelism.  But some men who claim to believe it do.  If they hinder you from preaching the Gospel, "Let the dead bury the dead; you go and preach the kingdom of God".  


How does "Irresistible Grace" affect evangelism?

In a positive way, of course.  Properly understood, nothing spurs Gospel efforts more.  


It gives confidence to the preacher.  Our success in witnessing does not depend on us--how smart we are or patient or persuasive.  No!  It depends on the Almighty power of God.  What a comfort this is!  I don't have to trust my arguments, my quickness, my wit.  It is God I trust.  Like Ezekiel, we preach to the bones, but that's not all.  We also plead with the Spirit to blow upon them that they might live.  


What a boost this is to evangelism.  My poor, half-hearted, and messed-up efforts to reach the lost will succeed because God will work in their hearts, bringing them to the faith I explained so badly!  


Witness with confidence.  For "God Himself is with us".  


It gives hope to us as we try to reach people who don't want to be reached and resent us for trying.  For now, they're nasty and hateful and mocking.  But let God's grace get a hold of them and they'll melt under its power.  Let the Pharisee "breathing out slaughter" meet God's grace, and he'll be on his knees, crying, "Lord, what would you have me to do?"  


It encourages Gospel prayer.  God is able to call anyone to Himself--publican, harlot, sinner, you name it.  Maybe He will, if you'd but ask Him.  Tried that already?  Then ask Him again.  And again.  And again.  The promise is "Keep on asking and you shall receive...Keep on seeking and you shall find...Keep on knocking and it shall be opened to you".  


"Irresistible Grace" simply means "Nothing is too hard for the Lord".  So preach with confidence, pray with hope, and see the lost come to Christ.  


I pray this study will help you do it.  And me too.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

