TEXT: Romans 12:2

SUBJECT: Family Life #22: Consumer Culture


Today is the fourth Sunday of the month and time for another sermon on Family Life.  The topic is Consumer Culture.  It’s relevant to the family because all of our families are affected by it and some may be enslaved to it.

WHAT IS A CONSUMER CULTURE?


Culture is a way of looking at life.  It includes a set of values and priorities.  It says one thing is good and another is bad.  Or this is good but that is better.  It’s a way of sorting the issues of life and choosing one thing over another.  That’s culture.


In a consumer culture, shopping occupies a place of honor.  It’s an important part of most people’s lives.  Now, by “shopping” I don’t mean buying necessary things (like food or a change of clothes), but other things--items you shop for in a mall or buy online.   Things you like, but don’t really need.  And things that will soon be obsolete and replaced by newer, shinier ones (which will also be outdated before long).  


The Consumer Culture is a relatively new thing.  In 1900, America was a farming society, for the most part.  People raised what they wanted or did without.  In 1950, it was an Industrial society.  Men built things and produced more than they used up.    But now, we are a Consumer society.  Most people work at buying, selling, or servicing things bought or sold.    


I don’t want to labor the point, but common sense confirms what I say.  If you don’t believe me, go to the mall this afternoon!    


Every American (including me) is touched by consumerism, but you’re more than touched if these things describe you:

· You love to shop.

· You’re excited when a new store opens.

· You often go shopping without any particular item in mind.

· You often leaf through catalogues in your spare time.

· When you’re bored, you go to the mall or get online to shop.

· Your garage is full of perfectly good stuff you never use any more.  

· Your kids are like this and you don’t see anything wrong with it.

To recap: A consumer culture is one that makes shopping an important part of your life.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH A CONSUMER CULTURE?


In the first place, it’s stupid.  

It is all based on advertising.  Traditionally, merchants saw a need in their communities and tried to meet it (with a profit, of course).  If a town had readers but no bookstores, a man opened one.   Supply met demand.  


But today the opposite is true.  You start with a supply of widgets and, through advertising create a demand for it.  Think of Beanie Babies or Pokemon cards.    


What is the goal of advertising?  It is to sell the product.  Now, assuming all advertisers are honest, how will they make the most sales?   By emphasizing the best thing about their product and failing to mention the things that are not so good.  The picture they give you is distorted.  Yet you’re choosing the thing based on a distorted presentation.  That’s stupid.  


And, of course, all ad firms are not honest, are they?  They not only emphasize the good things about the product, but they also exaggerate the good and lie about the bad.  It has been proven in court that the tobacco companies knew the danger of smoking and lied about it for decades.  


It cannot be smart to believe lies and half-truths.  Yet a consumer culture is based upon that folly.  If people wised up, consumerism would be wiped out.  


Shopping is a stupid way of life!  And the Lord doesn’t want us to be stupid, Ephesians 5:15,

“See that you walk circumspectly,

not as fools but as wise”.


In the second place, it is wasteful.  


The time and money spent shopping could be put to a much better use.  It could be given to the poor; it could be spent on missions; it could be used for hospitality; it could be invested in your children; it could be laid aside for a “rainy day” or for your retirement.  These are good uses of money.


But shopping for things you don’t need and won’t even want before long?  That’s wasteful.  Peter calls “Silver and gold…corruptible things”.  But in terms of durability, how do they compare with fashions that will be replaced in three months or gadgets that will be obsolete before you get them home?  


The Lord gives us great liberty in the use of our money.  He doesn’t command us to live on bread and water or drive the junkiest cars or rent the smallest rooms.  No, He “Gives us all things freely to enjoy”.  

But enjoying your liberty is a lot different than abusing it.  Consumer doesn’t enjoy the blessings of God; it craves them, discards them, and craves new ones.  We’re not at liberty to live that way!  


Shopping for the sake of shopping is wasteful.  


In the third place, it is hurtful.


The time and money spent shopping is not spent on people who need them.  Do you spend enough time with your kids?  Do you help the poor?  Do you visit “widows and orphans in their affliction”?  If you don’t, you need to re-allocate your time.  Cutting back at the mall would be a good place to start.  


In the fourth place, it is instructive.

Parents who live to shop train their children in the same thing.  Do you want your kids to be mallrats?  Do you want them to value material goods more than “Things above”?  Well, do you?  If you don’t, it’s time to start teaching them a Better Way.  Remember: Actions speak louder than words.  


Finally, consumerism is sinful.  

“Sin is transgression of the Law”.   The Word of God does not forbid shopping, of course.  But it does prohibit and condemn the “shopping mentality” we see all around us.  


Many verses could be cited, but I’ll have to leave it at two, with a couple of examples at the end.

· I Timothy 6:8, “Having food and clothing, we shall be content””.

· Colossians 3:5, “Put to death your members that are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness which is idolatry”.
 
For an example, I remind you of the Apostle Paul.  He lived in a decadent society where people lived for money, yet he said, “I have learned, in whatever state I am, therewith to be content”.  


He’s a good example, but there’s a Better One.  Jesus Christ is Lord of all, yet when He lived with us on earth, He did not spend His time shopping for the fineries of the world, but was content without so much as “Place to lay His head”. 

HOW DO YOU SERVE JESUS CHRIST IN A CONSUMER CULTURE?   


Let me start by saying it’s not easy.  The world is trying to force you into its mold.  You’ve got Giant Advertising against you, peer pressure, bad examples in the church, and screaming kids to contend with.  If you want to “Shine as a light in a perverse world”, it will be hard, much harder than you think.  


You start by recognizing the problem.  Consumerism is not a good thing or a neutral thing.  It is a bad thing!   It is a sinful thing; it deforms your soul, mutilates your children, and robs other people of the good you might have done them.   


If it’s a bad thing, you’ve got to stay out of its reach (as much as you can).  This means: Don’t go to stores for the fun of it; don’t browse catalogues for nothing and—most of all--cut down on your TV watching!  


What would you think of the young man who said he wanted to stay pure while at the same time reading pornographic magazines?  I’d say he wasn’t serious!  People who love shopping are no different when they study their catalogues and hang around the mall!  The Bible says,

“Flee youthful lusts”.

“Avoid every appearance of evil”.

“Let your eyes look straight ahead and your

eyelids look right before you…Ponder the

path of your feet…Do not turn to the right

or left.  Remove your foot from evil”.

Thirdly develop a Taste for Better Things.  People often think of God as an Infinite Party-Pooper!  He lives to take wonderful things away from us.  This is wrong.  He does just the opposite.  He only takes things away from us in order to give us things that are better!  Not just better for us (like spinach versus ice cream), but things that are better in every way.


If you loved prayer or Bible reading or meditation or doing good, you’d find shopping a big, fat, hairy Bore!   So why don’t you develop a taste for Better Things?  


You do that in the same way kids learn that filet mignon is better than McDonald’s—by trying it!  

“Taste and see that the LORD is good”.

Finally, pray about it.  If you’re guilty of consumerism, confess your sins, ask God to forgive you and to give you the grace to turn from it…to Him.  

CLOSE

“Do not be conformed to the world,

but be transformed,

by the renewing of your mind,

that you might prove what is

that good, acceptable, and perfect

will of God”.

