TEXT: Deuteronomy 6:4-9PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Family Life #11: Godly Conversation in the Home


This afternoon brings us to the eleventh sermon in our study of Family Life.  The topic for today: godly conversation in the home.  

THE MEANING


By "godly conversation", I don't mean family worship or formal teaching.  Instead, it is Talking about God's word with your family, all day long.  


Not "every waking minute", of course.  But off and on throughout the day.  "...When you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up".

The conversation needn't be too sophisticated.  When taking your kids to school in the morning, you might say, "Didn't the Lord give us a beautiful day?"  That is godly talk.  When making plans with your wife, you might add, "...the Lord willing".  That too is godly talk.  


If godly talk is that simple, then everyone in the family can add to it.  Children, I want you to talk about the Lord at home.  Talk to your brothers and sisters about Him; talk to your parents.  Ask questions; give your opinion; praise Him; thank Him.  Godly talk is something you can do.   

THE OBLIGATION


Should you do it?  


The Lord says you should.  This is the clear teaching of our passage, isn't it?  Hebrew parents were to meditate on God's Word, teach it to their children, and discuss it all day long.  


Some of the old saints did just that.  David, for example said, and Asaph.


"My tongue also shall talk of your righteousness all the day long".


"I will meditate on all Your words and talk of all your deeds".  


And this wasn't just their thing to do.  They assumed the godly in every age would do the same.  


"One generation shall praise Your works to another, and shall declare Your mighty acts...All your saints shall bless You.  They shall speak of the glory of Your Kingdom and talk of Your power".

They did it in the best of times.  


"When the LORD brought back the captivity of Zion, we were like those who dream.  Our mouth was full of laughter and our tongue with singing.  Then we said among the nations, `The LORD has done great things for us..."

They did it in the worst of times.  In deep poverty, surrounded by enemies, and with no earthly hopes, 


"Those who feared the LORD spoke to one another..."  


This is the record of God's people under the Old Covenant.  But what about now?  Has the obligation been transferred to His people under the New Covenant?  


Of course it has!  


"Let no corrupt communication proceed from your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it might minister grace in the hearts of the hearers" (Ephesians 4:29).  


This means: Stop saying those things that take minds away from God and start saying those things which bring them closer to God.  That is godly conversation.  Notice, it is not in the context of formal teaching at church.  


"Exhort one another daily while it is called `today', lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin" (Hebrews 3:13).  


Satan is clever.  One of the ways we see through his schemes is by having others point them out to us.  This is best done--not through sermons that have to be somewhat general--but through godly conversation.  Especially with your family because you're more "real" with them, and they know you better than others do.  


"Just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness...so now present your members as slaves of righteousness" (Romans 6:19).  


The word "members" here means "parts of your body".  Once they served sin.  Now put them to a better use.  No part of the human body is guiltier than the mouth!  It blasphemes, slanders, lies, curses, gossips, corrupts, provokes--you name it.  Now, as believers, we can use it for holiness.  We can praise God, we can bless our enemies, we can edify the church, and we can fill the home with godly conversation.  


"Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God" (I Corinthians 10:31).  


Assuming you talk at home, why not glorify God with that talk?  What better way to do that than to praise, Him and discuss Him with your family?    

THE MOTIVES


There are good reasons to maintain a godly conversation at home.  The best of which is: It glorifies God.


"You are bought with a price.  Therefore, glorify God in your bodies and your spirits which belong to God" (I Corinthians 6:20).  


To some people, this isn't much of an incentive.  Glorifying God is a low priority of theirs--if at all.  But if you know what He's done for you--and at what price--then pleasing Him becomes the highest motive.  


God is in love with His name.  That's why using it in vain is so offensive to Him.   And why bringing it up all the time is so pleasing to Him.  


Another reason to talk about God at home is that it will help you stay focused on Him and His will for your life.  


Words and thoughts are obviously connected.  Thus sinful and vain words tend to produce what kind of thoughts?  Sinful and vain thoughts, of course!  Godly words, though, have a way of elevating the mind.  And so, if you want to "think godly thoughts" then promote godly conversation in the home.  


A third motive for godly talk in the family is the welfare of your spouse and children.  Godly words have a way of "Ministering grace in the hearts of those who hear them".  


1.
They encourage (Proverbs 24:26).  


2.
They de-fuse tense situations (Proverbs 15:1).  


3.
They spur holiness (Hebrews 10:24).  


4.
They gently reprove sin.


5.
Most of all, it reminds us that God is Real, that God is here, that God is Love, and that God has a claim on our lives.  


About the wicked, Psalm 10:4 says: "God is not in all of their thoughts".  Whatever they profess to believe, whatever their church connection, they live as though there were no God.  Godly conversation answers that!    It says,


"In Him we live and move and have our being".

The last motive is connected to this one: It witnesses to the world.  Unbelievers overhear us.  Too often we sound just like they do.  But when grace fills our conversation--in a natural, unforced, and fully human way--they can't help noticing.  It is one way we fulfill the Words of our Lord--Matthew 5:16.  

HINDRANCES


Many of us don't talk about the Lord very much at home.  Sometimes it creates conflict; we feel funny about it at times; or it doesn't even occur to us.  


What hinders us from discussing God and His Word with our families?  


The number one cause is Being Unsaved.  "Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouths speaks".  If God has no place in your heart, it's no wonder He's never mentioned around the house.  This is something to think about.  Not every church-going person is saved.  How you talk around the house--I suspect--is a better judge of your spiritual state than how often you go to church.  If I've described you, then remember what the terms of salvation are: Repentance and faith.  I urge you to repent of your sins and to believe in Jesus Christ for eternal life.  


A second cause is Separate Lives.  Many families are families in name only.  In fact, they're just roommates, each living his own life with little regard for the others.  If this is true of your home, then I urge you to build relationships with your spouse or kids or parents.  Or rebuild them.  


A third cause is the one I most hate to mention: a Harsh and Self-Righteous use of the Bible.  Scripture is only cited to justify themselves and to condemn others.  They tend to be heavy on law and light on grace; hard on others and easy on themselves.  The Bible has a word for this kind of person: Pharisee.  They didn't fare too well with the Lord.  And they still don't.  


[A special word to parents.  How does God look to your children?  I can tell you.  He looks just like you. I can name kids who think God is angry, harsh, cruel, impatient, unforgiving, and malicious.  Where did they get such an idea?  Not from the Bible.  But from their parents.]  


If you can't invoke God with humility or use the Bible with kindness, please don't mention them at all around the house!  


The most common cause, I suspect, is Preoccupation with Other Things.  These things may be lawful or even good.  But they have a way of pushing God out of your mind, out of your talk, and out of your home.  


Our Savior warned us about these things--"Cares of the world, deceitfulness of riches, pleasures of this life..."  We'd do well to take His warning.  

STARTING


Where do we start?  How do we make our homes more "God-friendly".  How do we get Him into more of our conversations--without being phony?  


First of all, don't expect someone else to do it.  You get the ball rolling.  If your family needs to talk about God's Word more than it does, you start talking about it more than you do.  You don't have to be the husband; you don't have to be the parent; you don't have to be the oldest kid.  Anyone can talk about the Lord.  So, start with yourself.  


In the second place, study the Word of God and think about it.  Maybe you have nothing to say about the Lord because you know nothing about Him or haven't been thinking about Him.  These can be remedied by study and meditation.  That's the order of our text, 


"The Words that I command you this day


Shall be in your heart..."


Thirdly, teach the Word of God to your children.  Maybe they have little to say because they know little about Him.  Don't leave it up to the pastor or the Sunday School teacher to do your job for you!  We can't do that!  We don't have enough time with them!  


Don't think going to church means your kids know anything about the Bible.  A girl I grew up with went to church regularly, sat in the same classes that I did, and heard the same sermons.  Years later, she was very burdened with her sin.  She sought my advice:


"I've done some very bad things--she said--"Will God forgive me?"


"Of course--I replied--"The Apostle Paul was a very bad man and he was forgiven, wasn't he?"


She answered, "Who?"

She didn't know who Paul was.  Paul!  Not Ethan the Ezrahite or Ahithophel or Omri the father of Ahab.  She didn't know who Paul was!  She had heard hundreds of sermons and Sunday School lessons and didn't know Paul!  


Make sure your kids know the Bible.  Take a personal interest in it.  And teach it to them "diligently" the Lord commands.  


In the fourth place, relate God's Word to everyday life.  If the Bible is nothing but stories and doctrines, it's no wonder many kids don't think much about it.  But it's not just stories and doctrines, its Real Life!  


Show your children how it applies to their lives, the decisions, and so on.  


Fifthly, pray for a more spiritual conversation around the home.  Psalm 127:1; James 1:17.  


Last of all: Just do it.  Start today.  Start with something easy and obvious.  Talk about the sermon you've just heard.  Talk about the Bible reading from this morning.  Talk about a hymn.  It doesn't matter where you start--only that you start.  


May God bless your home.  And mine.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

