TEXT: Romans 12:13, Hebrews 13:2, I Peter 4:9PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Family Life #11: Hospitality


This afternoon brings us to the eleventh sermon in our study of Family Life.  For the most part, I've singled out members of the family: the father one month, the mother the next month, and so on.  But today, I want to speak to the whole family.  


The topic is hospitality.  This pertains to family life because (1) it takes place in the home (where the family lives); and because (2) every member of the family can share in it.  


When I say every member, I mean just that--including the young children.  There's a family I visit sometimes whose little girl takes special interest in my drinks.  When I come in, she brings me a glass of tea; and she keeps it full until I leave.  With my guzzling, that's a big job.  Another family I visit now and then has children a lot older than mine.  But when we come in, they take my kids and entertain them royally until we leave.  The whole family should be hospitable.  And can be!

THE MEANING


"Hospitality" is a well-known word; I needn't spend much time defining it.  In Greek, it is "the love of strangers".  That's helpful, but needs to be narrowed down a bit.


"Hospitality" is a love that welcomes people into your home and into your heart.  You've felt the warmth of a hospitable home.  And the coldness of a home where it's missing.  

THE DUTY


We all agree that hospitality is a good thing.  But it's more than that.  It's a duty.  


The Bible commands it.  Three verses stand out:


1.
Hebrews 13:1-2: "Let brotherly love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality".  


2.
Romans 12:9,13: "Let love be without hypocrisy...distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality".  

3.
I Peter 4:8-9: "And above all things, have fervent love for one another, for `Love will cover a multitude of sins.  Be hospitable to one another without grumbling"  


Two things can be said about these verses.  First, each is an imperative.  The Lord is not suggesting hospitality, but commanding it.  Helga Henry is painfully blunt about it,


"Christian hospitality is not a matter of choice; it's not a matter of money; it's not a matter of age, social standing, sex, or personality.  Christian hospitality is a matter of obedience to God".  


The second thing to notice is how hospitality is the result of love.  C.E.B. Cranfield calls it "love in action".


Hospitality, therefore, is a Christian duty.  


What's more, it is a universal duty.  Not everyone should teach; not everyone should rule; not everyone should speak in tongues.  But everyone should show hospitality.  


The verses I cited are all general duties.  None of them is addressed to elders only or men or women or any other group.  All God's people should be hospitable.  The amount of time and money spent on it will differ from person to person, but "as much as you have opportunity, do good to all men, especially those of the household of faith".    And one way to "do good" is to "be hospitable".  

THE WAY


How do you practice hospitality?  The three verses give a pretty good idea.  Each emphasizes one aspect.  


1.
Hebrews 13:2 stresses the consistency or discipline of hospitality--"Do not forget (or neglect) to entertain strangers".  It's easy to forget or neglect this duty.  We get wrapped up in private affairs, and quit thinking of others.  


2.
Romans 12:3 implies eagerness in hospitality.  "Given to hospitality" is, in fact, "pursuing" it.  It brings to mind a focus and energy of will to do it whether you fell like it or not.  


3.
I Peter 4:9 says something about the attitude--"Be hospitable to one another, without grumbling".  

We all agree on the "big idea" of this.  But "the devil is in the details".  Let me give you a few things you're likely to "grumble" about when it comes to "hospitality"]



1.
You give more of it than you get.



2.
Your guests come late.



3.
They stay too long.



4.
They don't offer to help clear the table or wash the dishes.



5.
They eat too much or too little.



6.
Their kids tear up the house! 


I didn't get these out of a book.  I got them out of my own memory.  I've griped about every one of these things.  Maybe you have too.  Whether you do it or I, it's wrong.  Here's why: Each one is centered on me.  And thinking about myself or my house or my reputation as a cook is the opposite of loving others!   


Long books have been written on entertaining, but three little rules are enough: (1) Be thoughtful; (2) Be eager; and (3) Be cheerful.  


If you entertain this way, your home will bless your friends and glorify your God.  

THE EXCUSES


There are plenty of reasons to not show hospitality.  But none of them are very good.  Let's look at a few:


1.
"My house is too small".  Our homes are huge by the standards of the Bible.  The ordinary Jew lived in a one room house which he also used for a work shop.  Yet they showed hospitality.  So can you.


2.
"My house is too messy".  This is the most common excuse and the silliest too.  Do you think people come over to inspect your house?  Is that why they're there?  To see if your bathrooms are clean?  Most people don't care.  Those who do, shouldn't.  Also, note how self-centered it is.  You're more concerned about "what your guests  think of your housekeeping" than you are with your guests.


3.
"I don't have enough money".  You don't, of course, if you think of hospitality in terms of "showing off"--serving caviar, Caesar salad, filet mignon, cherries flambe', and vintage wine.  But why think this way?  Your friends don't eat that way at home, why should they expect it of you?  


4.
"I'm too tired".  If you keep it simple, hospitality is not that hard.  And it will be more refreshing than plopping down on the sofa for three hours of TV.  


5.
"I don't know what to say".  This is my favorite excuse.  With close friends, I'm a talking machine.  But with people I don't know so well, I'm very awkward.  But again, who am I thinking about?  Myself or others?


For what it's worth, let me invoke the memory of our friends in Belarus.  Bill and I spent two weeks in Minsk.  These brethren live on about $100/month.  They work two or three jobs apiece.  Their apartments are small; their furniture is rickety.  They don't speak English.  Yet they treated us like angels!


If the overworked, underpaid  Russians can entertain that well, why can't we?  Here's why: They've got the heart for it; many of us don't.   


For the most part our "reasons" are "excuses".  God forgive us for them.  

HOW TO GET STARTED


The best way to start showing hospitality is to...start showing hospitality!  If you do well, you'll know what to do.  If you mess up, you'll know what not to do.  In either event, you'll get into the habit of showing hospitality.  


Start today.  Invite someone over today.  Maybe for the afternoon; maybe for Saturday night; whatever is best for you.  Just do it. "Now is the acceptable time".  Don't think about it--do it.  Don't pray about it--do it.  Don't plan it--do it.  


If you're nervous about certain people, invite close friends over with them.  That way you don't have to worry about those embarrassing moments of silence.  


Don't worry about secondary things--like how clean your house is or how tasty your food is.  Remember, they're guests, not sanitary inspectors or restaurant reviewers.  


Most of all, meditate on the hospitality of God.  The world belongs to Him, yet He opens it up to us and welcomes us to take what we want.  Cf. Acts 14:17b.  

THREE LAST WORDS


Don't dump everything in your wife's lap.  Hospitality is not that hard, but it is harder than taking care of her family only.  A good rule would be: Whoever invites friends over should do the extra work it requires.  This is one way men "Dwell with their wives according to knowledge".  


Get the kids involved.  Assign them something to do when guests come by.  Either to entertain the other kids or to serve the adults.  It's good for your children and will be a blessing to your friends. 


Pray for a spirit of hospitality.  It, like every other "good and perfect gift is from above".  If you pray for it in faith, God will give it to you.  And opportunities to use it too.  


May the Lord make your home a welcoming place.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.   

