TEXT: Proverbs 5:18-19PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Family Life #1: Enjoy your wife.


This afternoon, I hope to begin a monthly sermon on family life.  The Lord has a much to say on the topic, a lot of which you know by heart.  But I'm not going to the best-known passages; I'm going to the verses that aren't touched on so often.  They are no less inspired than the others; and no less important.  


Today, we start with the husband.  


The Duty

What does the Lord want him to do?  Our verses leave no doubt.  He wants the husband to "rejoice" in his wife; He wants him to "be satisfied" with her; He wants him to "be enraptured with her love".  


To "rejoice" is to express your happiness with her.  To tell yourself, your wife, and others how glad you are she is yours.   


To "be satisfied" is to want no one else.


To "be enraptured with her love" means to be "drunk on the love of your wife".  The warm, happy feeling the drinker gets from his wine, you're to get...from your wife.  


The Lord doesn't tell you to rejoice in an image of your wife, but in your wife herself.  This is important, for a man may well rejoice in his wife--if she's just what he wants her to be--but if she isn't he becomes disillusioned.  God wants you to rejoice in your wife as she is--"warts and all".  


How long are you to do that?  Not till you have your first fight; not till the baby is born, but always.  "Always be enraptured with her love...Let her satisfy you at all times".  


Solomon is a great lover; he wants every husband to be this way.  In another place, he says, "Live joyfully with the wife you love all the days of your life".   In his Song of Songs, he promises an eternal devotion to his young wife.  And more than devotion, it's a lifelong honeymoon.  To him, "blissful wedlock" is no cliche'.  


The Motives.


Every husband should feel this way; but let's face it, not every man does.  To help you enjoy your wife more, allow me to offer three motives.  


First: The Will of Christ.  Your Savior wants you to enjoy your wife.  The word "rejoice" is in the imperative mood.  That means it is a command.  It's also in the present tense, which means it is a standing order and not a temporary or occasional matter.  It is not a matter of your feelings, but of His Lordship.  Jesus Christ wants you to enjoy your wife.  Whoever you are; whatever she is like.  If you have a wife, our Lord wants you to enjoy her.  


If you don't, you're sinning.  And the sin may be worse than you think it is.  At the least, it is ungrateful to God.  Your wife is a gift, given to be enjoyed.  If you don't enjoy her, you despise the gift...and the One who gave it.  No verse in the Bible more aptly describes the wicked than Romans 1:21: "Neither were they thankful".  Does this apply to you?  Do you want it to?  If not, start enjoying your wife.  


The will of Christ is a high and pure motive.  "His commandments are not grievous".  


Second: Your witness to the world.  Marriage points to something beyond itself.  Paul tells us what it is: "This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the Church".  Human marriage is the visible image of that union between our Lord and His people.  Does Christ enjoy His people?  If so, let every husband enjoy his wife!  


The man who despises his wife dishonors his Savior.  To adapt I John 4:20, "If a man says he enjoys God and despises his wife is a liar; for if he does not enjoy his wife, whom he has seen, how can he enjoy God whom he has not seen?"  


What are our marriages witnessing to the world?  That Christ loves His Church so long as it's doing precisely what He tells it?  Or that He loves the Church, but remembers its every fault?  Or that, He'd rather be without His Church?  Or, maybe with another?  


God sanctify our marriages.  And make them the witness they were designed to be.


Do you "want the world to believe"?  If so, you must enjoy your wife.  


The third motive: Your family's welfare.  A happy marriage is good for everyone.  It's good for your wife who wants to be wanted.  It's good for your children, who learn what marriage can be.  And feel secure at home.  


And so, if you want what's best for yourself, your family, and your Savior, you must enjoy your wife.  


The Way.

Everyone agrees with this--in general.  But "the devil is in the detail".  How do you implement change in your marriage?  How do you move from unhappiness to the joy God wants you to have?


Start here: Admit the possibility that you could enjoy your wife!  Nothing hinders change more than despair and the sloth it produces.  If there is no hope, why bother trying?  The short answer is: There is hope.  As unlikely as it sounds, it is possible to enjoy your wife.  


Why?  Because marriage was created before the Fall.  This means it is not a Divine punishment!  It is a gift of God's love and for our good.  "It is not good that man should be alone, I will make a helper suitable for him".  The wife was designed for her man's happiness.  Hence, it is possible to enjoy your wife.  


I needn't labor this; you know its true.  I never met a man who didn't--at one time or other--enjoy his wife.  If you did it twenty years ago, who knows, maybe you can do it again.  


And so: Admit the possibility.  If you can't find it in yourself to enjoy your wife, then remember, "With God, all things are possible".  


The second thing to do is to repent of not enjoying your wife.  This begins with the knowledge of your sin (NOT HERS!).  When gripped by this knowledge, you must go on to confess it to God.  Honestly, fully, and humbly.  Then, confess it to your wife--and again, without blaming her!  Then pray for the desire to change.  And, finally, change--"putting off the old man and putting on the new".  


How do you change?  A few tips:


Think of her good points.  Even she has some!  Philippians 4:8.  Paul did this with churches that were deeply flawed.  Each of his Epistles say something good about the people to whom it was sent.  If you look hard enough, you'll find something to admire in your wife.  And to praise.  


Don't dwell on her faults.  Proverbs 19:11; I Peter 4:8.  


Remember, you will be judged by the same standard that you judge her.  Matthew 7:1-2.  This may refer to the Judgment on the Last Day, but probably doesn't.  Providence has a way of nitpicking the nitpicker!   


Remember, you will not change her for the better by being indifferent or disgusted all the time.  If you want her to be better than she is, you must accept her the way she is now.  Even salvation-in-Christ starts "Just as I am".


Appeal and Close.  


This is the Word of God.  Now, my Brothers and Fellow Husbands, what are we going to do with it?  There are only three choices.  We can:


--Forget it right now.


--Start enjoying our wives, till something goes wrong,     and then forget it.  


--Start enjoying our wives and keep at it till we reach    that world where "we neither marry nor are               given in marriage".


I urge you to take the third choice!  For what better way to prepare for that world of pure joy than to taste a little of it now--in your wife?  


God give us the grace to choose wisely.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.    

