TEXT:  Romans 8:28

SUBJECT: Divine Cordial #2


Tonight, with God’s help, we’ll continue the Puritan study we started last week.  The title is A Divine Cordial; the author is Thomas Watson.  The topic is Encouragement.  


The Puritan wrote his book for a definite reason.  In the preface, he tells us what it is, 
“I have put forth this piece, hoping by the blessing of

God, to buoy up [the] desponding hearts of the godly”.


If that’s the goal, he couldn’t have chosen a better verse—Romans 8:28,

“All things work together for good to those who love

God, to those who are called according to His purpose”.


The verse is divided into two parts:


First, we have the promise—“All things work together for good”.  Note carefully, it does not say “All things are good”—they aren’t!  Nor does it say, “All things are enjoyable, fun, or pleasant”.  It also doesn’t say “We understand how all things work for good”.  We don’t know how, only that they do.  That’s the promise.


Then we have those who receive the promise—“Those who love God and are called according to His purpose”.   These are Christians.  They’re not perfect, of course, they’re not super-holy or even especially mature.  They’re simply believers.  


This means: 

· Nothing you experience in life will be bad for you in the long run.

· Everything that happens to you will be good for you in the end.

Underline the words, “in the long run” and “in the end”.  Some things are terrible in the short run and appalling in this life.  But in the end, you’ll say, 

“He has done all things well”.

Well, that’s the introduction and the review.  Now, let’s move on to Watson’s first chapter.  It’s called,

“The best things work for good to the godly”.

He goes on to list eight “good things” that work for the benefit of believers.  Number One on that list is “The attributes of God”.  
MEANING


Kids, do you know what “The attributes of God” are?  They are His characteristics or the things about God that make Him God—and not someone else. 


We have physical attributes.  If I say “Look for someone six feet six, one hundred and fifty pounds, with blue eyes and blonde hair”, you know I’m not describing myself.  These are attributes—but they’re not mine.  They distinguish one person from others.  


God, of course, does not have a body, but He does have attributes.  We can say He is wise—and not foolish.  Or that He’s strong—and not weak.  Or that He’s loving and merciful and not hateful and cruel.  These are the traits or characteristics or attributes of God. 


Which of God’s attributes work for our good?  The answer: Every one of them!  Everything you can say about the Lord is put to work for our good.  That’s comforting!  That’s what Paul had in mind a few verses later, 

“If  God be for us, who can be against us?”

Not “a god” or “some god” or “any god”, but God—the God who reveals His character in nature, Scripture, and in Jesus Christ.  If that God is for us, it doesn’t matter who or what is against us! 

GOD’S POWER


The first attribute Watson calls to mind is God’s power.  He says,

“It is a glorious power, and is engaged for the good

of the elect…God’s power works for good in supporting

us in trouble…The power works for us in supplying our

needs…The power of God subdues our iniquities…The

power of God conquers our enemies…”


The Puritans were known for their richness, for packing truth and beauty into the mind.  They’ve never been better than here.  Here, in about half a page, Watson has described the power of God and named four great things it does for us.  


First, the power is glorious.  Almighty power means just that, “All mighty”.  There is absolutely nothing God cannot do that He wants to do.  The Bible is very clear on this one, Isaiah 46:10, Daniel 4:35, are good examples,

“My counsel shall stand

I will do all My pleasure”.

“He does according to His will

in the army of heaven and among

the inhabitants of the earth.

No one can restrain His hand or

Say to Him, `What are you doing?’”


Applied to our subject, this means there is nothing God cannot do for you.  No sin, no enemy, no situation is so strong that He can’t save your from it.  Or, bless you in it.  


The Lord’s power is not just glorious, but it’s put to our good.  It’s there for us when we need it most.  Even when it doesn’t seem to be there, it is.  Remember, His strength is made manifest—not when we’re feeling strong and vital and mentally sharp and emotionally stable, but in our weakness.  Paul was sick and poor and persecuted and buried under the problems of other people.  Yet then—when He was weakest—he knew the power of Christ.  


You’ve heard kids say, “My dad can beat up your dad!”  Knowing that gives them security.  If people start bullying them and things go wrong in the neighborhood, their dad will bail them out.  


Well, our Father can beat up their father!  That should cheer us even if everyone has ganged up against us.  Psalm 118:6,

“The Lord is on my side, I will not fear

what can man do to me?”


“All things work together for good” because the power of God is on our side.  

GOD’S WISDOM


So is God’s wisdom.  Wouldn’t it be great to know someone who knew everything?   We do.  The Lord knows everything without exception, Psalm 147:5,

“Great is our Lord and mighty in power,

and His understanding is infinite!” 


Not only does God know everything, but He’s willing to teach us everything we need to know, when we need to know it.  Let me give you one example.  We need to know how to resist temptation.  Some temptations are pretty obvious.  No one ever gave into them because he was tricked.  Others, though, are remarkably subtle.  By making evil look good, they fool people into sinning.  


We don’t have the discernment to outsmart the devil.  But that’s all right: God does.  “The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations” (cf. II Peter 2:9).  


Isn’t that comforting?  When we honestly don’t know what to do, we know Who does!   And He is happy to share His wisdom with us.  

“If anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask of God

who gives to all men liberally and does

not upbraid”.

The wisdom is sometimes given with little effort on our part.  It just occurs to us without study or much thought.  Maybe someone has a off-hand remark which is just what you needed, and so on.  


At other times, the wisdom is gotten like hidden treasure or silver—through long and hard work.  But, in either event, God gives it.  He doesn’t tell us everything we’d like to know.  But He tells us everything we need to know.  When we need to know it.  


Watson says,

“God’s wisdom is the pillar of fire to

go before, and to guide them”.


“All things work together for good” because the wisdom of God in on our side. 

GOD’S GOODNESS


The Lord’s wisdom and power are good to have on our side, but there’s something even more precious than these: the goodness of God.  


His goodness includes His love and mercy, His patience and kindness, His generosity and more.  Christians who emphasize the sovereignty of God often miss His great goodness.  Or, at least, underplay it.  


They quote Matthew 10:29 to prove His universal sovereignty—a sparrow doesn’t fall without your Father, etc.  That’s a true doctrine, of course, but it’s not quite what the Lord is getting at.  He cites the dying sparrow not escaping God’s attention as a proof of His universal love!  If God is good enough to spot the falling bird, won’t He pay attention to us? 


How can problems undo us when the Almighty, All-knowing God loves us?   He says He loves us.  And He proved it by the sacrifice of His Son for our salvation.  That’s the meaning of Romans 8:32.  Paul argues from the greater to the lesser,

“He who spared not His own Son,

but delivered Him up for us all,

how shall He not also with Him,

freely give us all things?” 


How can you argue with that?  If God gives you Christ, won’t He give you everything else you need?  If He doesn’t heal you, for example, won’t He give you the grace to grow through sickness?  


Is the Lord good?  


The Bible says He is, and invites you to see for yourself, Psalm 34:7-8,

“The LORD is good…

Taste and see that the

LORD is good”.


A good person might want to help you, but because he doesn’t know how or doesn’t have the resources to do it, he can’t.  But haven’t we been talking about God’s wisdom and power?  Doesn’t He have plenty of both?  Now combine Almighty power and Infinite wisdom with Perfect Goodness, and what do you have?  


You have “all things working together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose”.  

CLOSE


If this doctrine is true, then a couple of obvious things follow:

· We can be patient when things aren’t going well.
· We can love God when things couldn’t be worse.  
What a great privilege it is to have God on our side.  And with Him, all of His wonderful and infinite attributes.  Everything God has is on our side.  That means He can turn the worst things to good.  He can make a terminal sickness into a blessing.  He can make an impossible marriage a good thing.  He can make losing your job into a matter of joy.  Under His wise and loving Rule, even death becomes life.  

“We know all things work together for good

to those who love God, to those who called

according to His purpose”. 

