TEXT: Romans 8:28

SUBJECT: A Divine Cordial #1


Tonight, with God’s help, we’ll take up a new Puritan study.  It’s called “A Divine Cordial”.  The author is Thomas Watson.  The topic is Encouragement.  

A “cordial” is a  medicine taken to lift sagging spirits.  Had Watson been born 300 years later, he might have called his book, A Divine Anti-Depressant!  

His goal is to encourage believers to rejoice in God’s love even when things aren’t going their way.  In the preface, he writes,

“There are two things, which I have always looked

upon as difficult.  The first is to make the wicked sad;

the other is to make the godly joyful.  Dejection in the

godly arises from a double spring: either because their

inward comforts are darkened or their outward comforts

are disturbed.  To cure both these troubles, I have put

forth this piece, hoping by the blessing of God, it will

buoy up their desponding hearts.  I would prescribe

them to take, now and then, a little of this Cordial;

All Things Work Together for Good to Those Who

Love God.  To know that nothing hurts the godly is

A matter of comfort; but to be assured that ALL things

Which occur shall cooperate for their good, that their

Crosses will be turned into blessings, that showers

Of affliction water the root of their grace and make it

Flourish more—this may fill their hearts with joy till

They run over”.

The Puritan has set a high goal.  He wants us—not only to submit to the problems of life without murmuring—but to rejoice in them.  


Is that possible?  It is.  Paul suffered more than most have, yet he 

“Boasted in [his] infirmities and took pleasure

in [his] reproaches, needs, persecutions, [and]

distresses”.


By God’s grace, what he did you can do.  But if you’re going to do it, you must have knowledge and faith.  You must know the Promise of God and you must believe it.  Most of us know the Promise very well; some of us can quote it.  But do we believe the Promise?  It’s easy to believe when everything’s going your way.  But that’s not when it’s needed.  We need to believe the Promise when things aren’t going so well.  It is then that we need to say with the poor father,

“Lord, I believe!

Help my unbelief!”


Thomas Watson can help us to understand the Promise more clearly and to believe it more firmly.  May God bless the study and make us “doers of the Word” for Christ’s sake.  Amen.  


In the Introduction, Watson divides the text into two parts.  They are: 

· A glorious privilege—“All things work for good”.
· The persons who share in the privilege—“Those who love God and are the called according to His purpose”.
THE GLORIOUS PRIVILEGE


Under this heading, he has two points.  First, we have the Certainty of the Privilege—“we know”.  

“It is not a matter wavering or doubtful.  The Apostle

does not say, we hope or conjecture, but it is like

an article in our creed.  WE KNOW all things work

together for good”.


This is a good way to start.  There is no ambiguity in the Promise.  In Christ,

“All the promises of God are Yes,

and Amen”.


When Christians struggle with assurance, they almost always look to themselves.  They wonder if they’re elect or not, if they’re indwelt by the Spirit or not, and so on.  These things have a place in keeping assurance, of course, but they mustn’t occupy first place.  


We always start with the Promise of God.  And so, before asking yourself if you love God or not or if you’re called or not, ask yourself, What has God promised?  


Here, He has promised to turn every thing—good, bad, and indifferent—into a blessing.  Watson calls it the Excellency of the Privilege.  Here’s the quote,

“The expression work together refers to medicine.

Several poisonous ingredients put together

By the pharmacist make a powerful medicine

And work together for the good of the patient.

So all God’s providences, being divinely mixed

Work together for the good of the saint.

Why should the Christian destroy himself,

Why should he kill himself with worry, when

All things conspire for his good?  

What will make us content, if this will not?”


This is the Privilege all believers enjoy.  Whether we think we do or not.  Everything without exception ends up being good for us.  Including sickness, family problems, financial losses, embarrassments, disappointments, and even death.  

THE PERSONS WHO SHARE IN THE PRIVILEGE


The promise is not for everyone.  But only for those who love God and are called by Him.  Note carefully: There is nothing said here about being perfect or nearly perfect either!  If you read the whole Book of Romans, you’ll see the believers in Rome had their share of problems.  Chapter 12 suggests they were selfish, lazy, and somewhat worldly.  Chapter 13 says they griped about the government quite a bit and maybe didn’t always pay their taxes.  Chapters 14-15 say they were proud and “exclusive”.  These are not super saints!  


Yet it was to them that God made the promise,

“All things work together for good”.

Now that’s encouraging, isn’t it?  We ought to be consistently godly—but when we fail to be—even then, All things work together for our good”. 


The persons are described in two ways, they love God and they’re called by God.  


This love for God is not perfect, but it is real.  Watson says it “Breathes after God as the supreme good”.  Everyone wants the blessings of God, but do you want the Lord Himself?  If you do, you love Him.  Your love for Him may be weak, but it’s there.  If you love God, then you should know, 

“All things work together for your good”.


The other way we’re described is this: We are “Called according to His purpose”.  


The word “call” can mean one of two things.  There is, first, the outward call.  Everyone who hears the Gospel receives it.  Jesus Christ invites everyone to “Come unto Me…and you will find rest for your souls”.  This, however, is not the Call spoken of here.


Rather, it is the Inward Call or the Effectual Call.  The Lord calls everyone to believe in Christ, but He enables only some to do it.  They have received the Inward Call.  The Inward Call brings you to faith in Christ, and in short, saves you.  


You know you’ve received it—Watson says—when three changes occur in your life.  

· Your understanding is changed—“The first work of God in the creation of the world was light; so it is in the new creation.  He who is savingly called says with the man in the Gospel, Whereas I was blind, but now I see.  He sees much evil in sin and the excellency in the ways of God that he never saw before”.
· Your desires are changed—“The will, which before opposed Christ, now embraces Him”.  
· Your conduct is changed—“He who is called of God walks contrary to what he did before.  He walked before in envy and malice, but now he walks in love; before, he walked in pride, but now in humility…Thus we see a mighty change is wrought in the lives of those who are called”.  
These are three good tests.  Has the Lord changed your understanding?  Has He changed your desires?  Has He changed your life?  The changes are not complete, but are they real?  If they are, then you’ve been called by God, you love God, and everything must work for your good.  

