TEXT: Colossians 3:12-17PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Colossians #9: What to do


Today brings us to the ninth sermon in our study of Colossians.  The Book is about one thing: Christ is Enough.  In chapters one and two Paul states, proves, and defends the doctrine.  In chapters three and four, he applies it to our lives.  


Is Christ enough?  If so, you've got to stop doing some things.  You've got to stop "fornicating, lusting, coveting, getting mad, being bitter, slandering, and telling lies".  


These things are displeasing to God and inconsistent with the new person you've become in Christ.  Everyone here--I suspect--is guilty of some of these sins. 


Maybe someone is having an illicit affair.  It does happen, you know, even in the Church.  If you are, repent.  "The body is not for fornication, but for the Lord".  


Maybe someone is nursing a grudge.  You were done wrong years ago, and you won't let go.  Maybe your parents abused you and you're not over it yet.  Or maybe you didn't get the promotion you wanted, and you still envy the one who did.  You, too, must repent.  


Maybe someone is not satisfied with what he has.  He too must repent.  


For these things are not only wrong, but incompatible with life in Christ.   If you're doing these things--either openly or secretly--just stop.  You can't on your own--I know that.  But you're not on your own.  


"[You] can do all things through Christ who strengthens [you]".


"My God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus".    


Life in Christ, therefore, means you stop being certain ways and doing certain things.  Never justify your sins by saying, "Well, that's just the way I am".  For, in fact, it's not the way you are, but the way you were.  Now, you're 


"Made after the Image of Him


who made [you]".

"New life in Christ" means a "new kind of life".


These are some things you don't do anymore.  But is that are there is to it?  The world says that about us.  We're against everything; we're negative; we're "party poopers".  


Is that true?  All too often, it is.  Is it true of you?  I don't know.  But your kids do.  Why don't you go home today and ask them?  Their comments may not be entirely pleasant.  


What is "new life in Christ" for?  What is it in favor of?  Paul offers a list.  

WHO WE ARE


But before he gets to that, he reminds us of who we are, v.12a.  We are "the elect of God, holy, and beloved".   


To be "elect of God" doesn't mean we chose Him, but just the opposite: Believers are chosen by God.  How this squares with man's freedom and God's justice is not easy to explain.  But then again, we're not commanded to explain everything in the Bible, but to believe it.


And this is plainly what the Bible teaches.  God chooses some people for salvation.  Ephesians 1:4 cannot be answered: "Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world..."  If you need other texts, talk to any Calvinist--he's been praying somebody would ask him!


We're not only "elect of God", but "holy".  This means "separated from the world and devoted to God".  Though God owns every soul, believers are "His peculiar people".  This objective holiness leads to an ethical holiness.  We live in faith and obedience to God.  


We're not only "elect of God and holy", but also "beloved".  Christians are loved by God.  Though God is loving to all, He has a special place in His heart for us, His people.  


The prophet said, "Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love..." (Jeremiah 31:3).  


Our Lord added, "The Father Himself loves you..." (John 16:27).   


And so, this is who we are--all believers are "Elect of God, holy, and beloved".  


Why does Paul say this?  He is giving us an incentive to do what he commands us in the verses that follow.  We're to do these things because God loves us and chose us for holiness!  


This reminds me of another verse, Romans 12:1.  Paul is about to give many commands, some of which are extremely difficult to obey.  But before he does, he tells us why we're to keep them--


"I beseech you brethren by the mercies of God..."

The mercies of God (or His love) will motivate saved people!  This is the New Testament model.  Now, the Old Testament is full of threats.  Whole chapters are devoted to the curses God will inflict on His people if they don't obey Him.  Do you know why?  Because they were unsaved!  


But we're Christians.  And though we need warnings, too, it is chiefly God's love that urges us to holiness.  It is "the love of Christ [that] constrains us".  

WHAT YOU MUST DO


Having told you who you are, Paul goes on to tell you what you must do.  


You must "put on" some things.  This is a figure of speech, of course.  Just as you take off your dirty clothes and put on clean ones, so you're to "take off" the sin of your old life and "put on" the holiness of your new life.  


Here are some examples of "holiness".  


1.
"Tender mercies".  The word means compassion or sympathy.  Rather than not caring that others are in pain, you're to be moved with their plight.  You're to "Weep with those who weep".  


2.
"Humbleness of mind" means helpfulness.  It describes the person who would rather serve than be served.  He looks for ways to help others rather than complain that nobody helps him.  


3.
"Meekness".  This is kindness.  Or treating others with the courtesy you'd like for yourself.  


4.
"Longsuffering".  This is to hold your temper when provoked.  


5.
"Forbearance".  This is to put up with people you don't like and who won't change!  


6.
"Forgiveness".  You must be slow to take offense and easy to make up with.  How easy should you be?  This easy: Even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do".  If our Lord were easily offended, He would have been aggravated every minute of His life.  At their best, the disciples were "slow of heart to believe".  At times, our Lord rebuked them for their unbelief.  But He didn't go around in a snit!  He was easy to get along with.



Is He forgiving?  Yes He is.  He forgives our worst and most repeated sins.  He forgives them on very easy terms.  


7.
"Love".  Of all the graces you "put on", love is the most important.  For it is "the bond of perfection".   On these words, commentators are split.  What, precisely, does "love" "bind" up?  Some say the other graces.  But I think otherwise.  I think "love perfectly binds up" the People of God.  It is love that makes for harmony in the church.  Confessions of Faith, strict discipline, by-laws, pressure to conform--none of these will make the church one.  But love will.  That's why Paul wants us to put it on "above all these things".  


These are the things you're to "put on".  Each is a personal duty.  I can't make you patient; you can't make me humble.  "Every man must bear his own burden".  

THINGS WE MUST DO


These are some things we do personally.  In vv.17-18, we find some things we're to do in the church.

1.
"Let the peace of God rule in your hearts".


"God is not the author of confusion, but of peace".  Thus, it's not our duty to make peace in the Church, but to keep it.  "Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" is how Paul puts its elsewhere.  


How do we keep peace in the Church?  The best way is to be Christ-centered.  When we start identifying with men or parties, division must follow.  But when everyone is loyal to Christ, we'll have peace in the church.  


2.
"Be thankful".  


In our public prayers, we offer thanks together.  This is something we do at church.  Something we ought to do more of, too.  And with more passion.  


3.
"Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly" 


This "Word of Christ" is the word about Christ.  The meetings of the church must be full of the Gospel.  Not just the sermon, but in our fellowship and singing too.  It's not just my job to preach the Gospel, but yours too.  You're to "teach, admonish (or warn) and sing the Word of Christ".  In the Church, for the benefit of all.  


4.
"Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him".  


Not even an Apostle can give a complete list of things we're to do in the Church.  And so, Paul ties up every loose end with these words.  If we eat together, do it in the name of Christ.  If we work together, do it in the name of Christ.  Whatever we do, we do for Christ.  And we do it--not reluctantly, but with thanks in our hearts and on our lips. 

CLOSE


Paul has issued several orders.  Some to the Christian, some to the church.  The two sets are closely related and largely depend on each other.  


Do you want the kind of church Paul wants?  Wouldn't it be wonderful be part of a church that is peaceful, thankful, evangelistic, and Christ-centered?  In that kind of church, you'd find rest and encouragement; you'd see souls saved and believers equipped for ministry.  


With the blessing of God, we can have that kind of church.  But it won't be from better programs, a bigger building, or another pastor (though they might help!).  


If you want this kind of church, you've got to do your part--not gripe about what others aren't doing, but do your duty.  I promise: If everyone would "put on tenderness, humility, longsuffering, and love", we'd have that kind of church.  


And, if we had that kind of church, it would encourage its members to "put on" these things.  


And so, let's commit ourselves to pursue these things--separately and together.  To do it, we've got to mediate and act on the central message of Colossians: Christ is Enough!  

