TEXT: Colossians 1:9-14PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Colossians #3: Paul's Prayer


Today brings us to the third sermon in our study of Colossians.  The Letter was written, late in Paul's life from a roman jail.  He wrote it to a church in Asia Minor to refute an error that was threatening its faith.  What was the error?  It was attaching human wisdom to the Gospel of Christ.  Is this pleasing to God?  Is it helpful to the Church?  It isn't.  For Christ is Enough!.  


That's the theme of Colossians.  Paul hints at it in the first fourteen verses; he develops it more fully in the verses and chapters to come.  


Today, we have the Apostle's prayer for his friends in Colossae.  

THE CAUSE


It begins with a reason.  Paul explains why he started praying for the Colossians.  It is "for this reason" says v.9.  Look back a verse and you'll see what the reason is: "Epaphras...declared your love for us in the Spirit".  In other words, he heard the Colossian believers loved him.  And this stimulated Paul to pray for them.   


The Bible tells us to pray for neighbors.  And to pray for our enemies.  We try to do this, of course, but it's awfully hard!  What's not so hard is praying for people who love you.  They come to mind more often; you feel more deeply for them; and so on.  This stirs up the spirit of prayer.  


That is an excellent reason to love other believers: The more you love them, the more they'll pray for you.  A crisis will make people pray for you for a week or two.  But when the emotion dies down, they'll slack off.  But love?  That will make others pray for you "without ceasing".  


That's the cause of Paul's prayer.  He learned the Colossians loved him and he returned the favor.  

THE REQUEST


What does he want for them?  He wants them "To be filled with the knowledge of [God's] will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding".  


Paul wants his friends to know something!   He wants them to become wise and understanding.  The knowledge he has in mind is "spiritual".  It is the wisdom given by the Holy Spirit. 


Some commentators limit this "knowledge" to the ethical--"how to live".  It includes that, to be sure.  And a whole lot more.  


What book are we reading?  Colossians.  What sort of book is it?  It is chiefly doctrinal.  It tells us Who Christ is and how He is related to God, to creation, and to us.  These are theological matters.  Which Paul will not confine to a seminary.  All the people of God need doctrine!  Especially the doctrine of Christ.   


This is what Paul wants for his friends: Knowledge.  That's not all he wants, of course.  But he wants it.  


Paul strikes a wonderful balance, a balance we don't see very often.  Some believers think "knowledge is everything".  What you are or do doesn't matter much to them.  Only what you know.  They tend to be impatient, argumentative--a real pain in the neck.  


Others go to the opposite extreme: To them "knowledge is nothing".  It doesn't matter what you know as long as you feel warm and fuzzy or do a lot of nice things.


In fact, "knowledge is something".  Not everything, not nothing, but something.  Knowledge is important.  That's why Paul prays for the Colossians to have it.  That's why he urges us to get it through hard study and meditation.  That's why God calls men to the ministry, to equip the Church with understanding.   


Paul doesn't want us to have a little knowledge, but to "be filled" with it.  Every day we ought to "Grow in the grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ".  

THE GOALS


Why does Paul want his friends to "be filled with all wisdom and spiritual understanding?"  That's an easy one: So they can show off, win arguments, and find fault with every church they attend!  


Right?  Wrong.  Paul isn't concerned with winning debates, but with practical godliness.  V.10 explains why he prays for knowledge..."That you may have a walk worthy of the Lord..."  


What does this mean?   Three things: 


First, it means "pleasing" Him.  Doing the things He commands and avoiding the things He forbids.  And doing them all with a cheerful and meek attitude.  


Second, it means "being fruitful in every good work".  "Every good work" speaks for itself.  We're not to be specialists--doing one thing well and leaving the others undone.  As for "fruitful"?  What's that mean?  What is a fruitful tree?  One that produces fruit?  Not really.  A fruitful tree is one that produces much fruit.  That's what it means here: Not just doing good, but "Abounding in the work of the Lord".  Looking for things to do and doing them with zeal.  


Think of the Leper of Galilee.  When healed by our Lord, he didn't go home and pray for an opening to witness.  No!  He "began to publish it much and blaze it abroad".  He's a man "fruitful in good works".  Not just doing them now and then, but abounding in them.


Third, it means to "increase in the knowledge of God".  Paul is at it again!  A "worthy" life is conscientious; it's active; and it's bent on learning.  


This is not multiple choice!  It is not that God wants the bookworm to "increase in knowledge", the go-getter to "be fruitful in every good work", and the sensitive person to "please Him".  No!  It is all three for all God's people!  


And so I have to ask:  


1.
Are you seeking to "fully please God"?  I know you want to please Him in some ways.  But what about the others?  Is there any part of your life where God's wishes are not welcome?  Be specific: Pleasing Him at home, maybe, but how about at work?  Pleasing Him as a mother, maybe, but how about as wife?


2.
Are you "being fruitful in every good work"?  You want to evangelize--I know--but are you doing it with ambition?  You believe in giving--but are you doing it sacrificially?  


3.
Are you "increasing in the knowledge of God"?  Years ago, you devoured the truth like a hungry glutton eating his last meal.  But that was a long time ago.  Have you slacked off over the years?  Are you satisfied with what you know of God--or are you still "increasing [that] knowledge"? 


This is Paul's first goal.  He wants us to "be filled with the knowledge of [God's] will so that we will "walk worthy of the Lord".  


His second goal is, v.11, so that we will "be strengthened with all might according to [God's] glorious power".  He wants us to be godly and strong.  Elsewhere, he says, "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might".  


Why does he want us to be strong?  He has four reasons.  


1.
He wants us to be "patient".  What is patience?  It is self-control when things aren't going the way you wish they would.  Think of little things like traffic.  Or medium things like work.  Or big things like your health.  It's easy to become frustrated, to make a fool of yourself, and to speak ill of God.  


2.
He wants us to be "longsuffering".  This is self-control when people aren't making you happy.  Think of your children talking to you when you're on the phone.  Or you boss making impossible demands.  Think of noisy neighbors or deadbeats who owe you money or pastors who start church late all the time!  It's easy to become aggravated and to do or say things that don't please the Lord.  


3.
Patience and longsuffering are hard enough.  But Paul adds this to both: "with joy".  Not only tolerate annoying things and people, but rejoice while being they're bugging the dickens out of you!  


4.
His last reason is also the most important.  He wants us to be "thankful".  For what?  For saving us.  He develops this in vv.12-14.  


What does it mean to be saved?  


It means to "partake of the inheritance of the saints in the light".  This is somewhat wordy, but the meaning is clear: God has promised heaven to everyone who believes in Christ.  Some of the saints are already there; they're "in the light" as we speak.  But they have no more than we do!  For the living believer's place in heaven is as secure as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob's!  


It means to be "delivered from the power of darkness".  This is a present condition.  The believer lives in the world and is daily harassed by Satan.  But he is not under the control of either.  The mastery of sin is no more!  


"The chains fell off,


My heart was free;


I rose, went forth, and


followed Thee".


It means to be "translated into the kingdom of the Son of [God's] love".  "Translated" is the same word used to describe Enoch's departure from this world into heaven.  What does it mean?  There, it means "Moved from earth to heaven".  Here, it means nearly the same thing.  To be taken from one spiritual state (Satan's kingdom) and put into another: the Kingdom of God's Dear Son. 


It means to be "redeemed through His blood, [which includes] the forgiveness of sins".  

CLOSE AND APPEAL


This brings us back to the theme of Colossians.  Do we need "human wisdom"?  No we don't.  For it is discolored by sin; it is worldly; it's in the clutches of the darkest powers.  


Therefore, Christ is Enough!  He's enough to save you from your sin.  He's enough to give meaning to your life.  Therefore, identify the "human wisdom" by which you live.  And discard it in favor of Christ, in "whom all the treasures of knowledge and wisdom are hidden".  

