TEXT: Colossians 1:1-2PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Colossians #1: Greeting


With the Lord's blessing, let's begin a study of Colossians.  The Epistle was written late in Paul's life, while a prisoner in Rome.  He wrote to the church of Colossae to combat an error that was threatening their faith in Christ.  


What was the error?  It's hard to pin down.  In some places, it seems to be Judaism, with its emphases on circumcision, Sabbath-keeping, and dietary laws.  Elsewhere, though, it sounds more Pagan, with its philosophy, worship of angels and contempt for the body.  


These things are not distinctly Christian, of course.  But some said they were compatible with the faith.  The church, therefore, needn't give up its doctrines, but only enrich them with the best points of Judaism and Paganism.


"Why be so narrow-minded?" they asked.  "Many Jews are wise; some Pagans are too.  Why not combine their wisdom with the Gospel?"  


The question was decisively answered long ago, but it's not gone away.  Why not combine Sigmund Freud with Jesus Christ?  Why not combine the New Age with the New Testament?  Why not combine Charles Darwin with Genesis 1-2?  Why not combine human merit with Divine grace?  


Here's why not:  Because Christ is Enough!.  That is the theme of Colossians.  


The first two verses make up "the greeting".  It identifies the writer, his first readers, and his wishes for them.  

THE WRITER


"Paul".  


Nobody is better qualified to write this Epistle than he is.  For Paul is an expert in both Judaism and Paganism.  And if anyone sees their inconsistency with the Gospel, it is Paul.  


As for Judaism, he says, "I am a Jew, brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our fathers' law, and was zealous toward God..." (Acts 22:3).  This means he went to the best Rabbinical school--and was it's best student.  Was he boasting?  He wasn't.  Paul's worst enemies admitted his scholarship was impeccable.  


Paul knew Judaism.  He knew it could not be attached to the Gospel.  If it were, it becomes "another Gospel", which cannot honor God or save sinners.  These are not the ravings of an anti-Semite, for Paul was proud of his heritage and loved his people.  But he would not combine the faith of Christ with the rabbis' religion.  


As for Paganism, Paul understood it too.  He grew up in Tarsus, a center of Greek culture and learning.  He and his father were Roman citizens and knew the religious foundations on which the Empire was built.  At Athens, he quoted Greek poets.  Even Festus cried out, "Paul, you are beside yourself; much learning has made you mad!"  


Paul knew Paganism.  He  knew the famous names of philosophy--Thales, Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, Zeno, and more.  He did not respect their wisdom, but taunted them for their folly,


"Where is the wise of this age?


Where is the scribe?


Where is the disputer of this world?"


Paganism cannot be combined with the Gospel, for its boasted wisdom is but "foolishness with God".  If the Lord ever had a stupid thought, even it was smarter than anything the Pagans ever came up with!  


Can Judaism and Paganism improve on the Gospel?  They cannot.  If anybody knows that, it's Paul.  And he says, "No".


Paul's learning demands our respect.  But he's more than an educated man.  He's also


 "An Apostle of Jesus Christ". 


The word, "Apostle" means "messenger".  He carries the word of the one who sent him.  Who sent Paul?  "Jesus Christ".  The message of Paul, therefore, is the Word of Christ.  


This means it is true.  Why?  Because our Lord does not err, He will not repent, and He "cannot lie".


How did Paul become an "Apostle of Jesus Christ"?  He didn't seek the office; his colleagues didn't choose him for it either.  He became an Apostle 


"By the will of God".  God prepared him for the work, called him to it, and by His Spirit, is not leading him in it.  This means that Paul's background and gifts qualify him to write the Epistle.  


"Timothy"


...is with the Apostle.  This is not accidental, for God put him there to help Paul.   Was he up to it?  He was, for he loved the older man and had a similar background.  Timothy's mother and grandmother were Jewish.  From them he learned Judaism.  His father was a Greek, and through him he learned Paganism.  Paul and Timothy, therefore, are perfectly suited to dispel the confusion their friends are now suffering.  

THE READERS


Paul wrote the Epistle with the help of his "brother Timothy".  To whom did they write?


"To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colossae".  


These words speak of Paul's respect and love for the Colossians.  They are not perfect men, of course, but they are "saints"--that is, "Singled out by God for His service".  


They are "faithful", that is, believers.  The false teachers have confused the church, but they haven't stolen away its faith.  Under heavy pressure to compromise its faith, the saints in Colossae are still holding firmly to their Savior.  


They are "brethren", that is, members of God's family.  These weak believers are as precious to God as the most veteran saints.  And, because precious to God, they are precious to Paul and Timothy, too.  


They are "in Christ".  They are in fellowship with the Savior through faith alone in Christ alone.


Paul's greetings are not uniform, but they are similar.  Read his other Epistles and you'll see they are.  He was worried about the Colossians; he was mad at the Galatians; he had never met the Romans, yet--whatever he had to say, he always said it with grace.  


He remembered whom he was talking to!  Christians are often foolish and pig-headed, lazy and proud.  Yet they are "Saint, believers, brethren, and in Christ".  We ought to remember that when we speak to them.  Or about them.  If we did, we'd have less tearing down and more building up of the Body of Christ.

THE GREETING


"Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ".  


Paul has some hard things to say to his brethren.  But before he does, he wishes them every blessing.  This is not a technique to "soften them up", but his heart's true desire.  


Again, we feel his love for the saints.  Even those who are weak and confused and under the influence of false teaching.  Though he deplore the false teaching, he still loves the brethren who are shaken by it.  


Here Paul "practices what he preaches".  Elsewhere, he urged the elders to "Not strive, but be gentle to all, apt to teach, patient, meekly instructing those who oppose themselves..."  He does just that.  

THE LESSONS


That's the introduction and greeting.  What do we learn from them?  Three lessons:


The importance of truth.  The Epistle is Paul's defense of the Gospel.  He's a patient man, happy to "receive those who are weak in the faith" and to "cover a multitude of sins".  Secondary things don't work him up much.  But the Gospel does!  It cannot be diluted, added to, or confused in any way.  If it is, we are lost beyond recovery.


Truth matters!  Thus, you've got to study it, think about it, preach it, and defend it.  Paul "reasons" with the Jews; he "disputes" with the Greeks.  He "sets [himself] for the defense and confirmation of the Gospel".


He isn't alone.  You're called to the same work--I Peter 3:15.    


As Solomon says, you're to "Buy the truth and sell it not".  "Buy" it through study and prayer.  And never "sell it [out]".  Not for acceptance; not for popularity; not for anything.  


That's the first lesson: The importance of truth.


The second is: The importance of love.  Paul defends the Gospel with everything he's got.  But he doesn't become bitter or suspicious or proud or contemptuous.  He not only defends "the doctrines of God", but "adorns" them with humility and love. In his own words, he "speaks the truth in love".


  You must do the same.  A bitter defense of the Gospel is no defense!  A proud defense is no defense.  A sneering defense is no defense.  In the words of Francis Schaeffer, we must do "God's work in God's Way".  


The final lesson is: The supreme importance of Jesus Christ.  This is a lesson we haven't learned too well.  Or maybe one we've forgotten.  Look at what it does to us.


It divides the People of God.  Can you name a church that split over the Person of Christ?  I can't.  But over baptism, the Sabbath, the Lord's Supper, "Last things", church government, and a thousand other issues, yes!  I can name plenty. 


This is shameful.  "What you do on Sunday after church" becomes more important to our fellowship than our union with Christ!             


The Early Church was wrong-headed on many things.  But they got this one right.  For 650 years, the Creeds were about one thing: Christ!  


Why?  Because the Old Fathers remembered what we forget: The supreme importance of Jesus Christ.  

CLOSE


That's what Colssians is about.  "Christ is Enough".  He was enough for Paul.  Enough for the Colossians.  Enough for you.  God give you the eyes to see He's enough.  The hearts to believe it.  And the lives to make it known to everyone else.  


"Christ, all in all".

