TEXT: I John 5:13PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: The Christian's Great Interest #8


Tonight brings us to the last chapter of The Christian's Great Interest.  The author is William Guthrie an old Scottish pastor.  The topic is assurance.  He explains how believers in Christ can know they belong to God and will go to heaven when they die.  


This chapter aims to summarize the whole book.  In a few questions and answers, Guthrie explains how to get and keep the assurance of salvation.  


1.
"What is the great business a man hath to do in this world?



"To make sure a saving interest in Jesus Christ and to walk suitably thereto".


The words are old-fashioned, but the meaning is clear: The most important thing in your life is not to make money or to stay healthy or to get married or to have kids or to read books or to go on vacation.  These things are not wrong, of course.  In their place, they're good.  But they've got to say in their place!  


The most important things in life are to know God and to do His will.  


Until these things become your "great business", you'll never have deep or lasting assurance.  God's promise is to no one but the serious: "You shall seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart" (Jeremiah 29:13).   


If all you care about is money or school or dating or the Internet, it's no wonder you doubt your salvation.  Get serious about your soul.  And you'll find the "peace of God that passes understanding".

2.
"Have not all the members of the visible church a saving interest in Christ?



"No, but very few of them have it".  


On this point, Baptists would differ a little from the Presbyterian William Guthrie.  We aim for a "regenerate church membership".  Members aren't brought in through infant baptism, but by a credible profession of faith.  Thus we hope that more than "very few...members of the church...have a saving interest in Christ".  


But, though we're hopeful, we're not naive'.  We know that "Not everyone who says, `Lord, Lord' enters the kingdom of heaven".  

Some friends who once came here are no longer with the Lord.  The man who once did our Bible reading gave up the faith.  The family who came here so their children would learn the Gospel are now bowing down to images and worshiping idols.  Our first pastor (not Richard!) left the Lord for another man's wife. 


This means baptism is not saving in its effect; neither is the Lord's Supper or Church membership.  Don't put your trust in them.  If you do, you'll be sorely disappointed.  Forever.  


3.
"How shall I know if I have a saving interest in Christ?



"Ordinarily, the Lord prepares His own way in the soul by a work of humiliation and reveals a man's sin and misery to him, and so [troubles] him with it, that he longs for the physician Christ Jesus".  

The key word is "ordinarily".  You're saved if you believe in Christ and have a new life in Him.  But most of the time, this saving work begins with a feeling of guilt and unhappiness.  For a while, you ignore the bad feelings.  But you can't do that forever.  Then you try to reform yourself.  That fails too.  Finally, you see there is no hope for you but in Christ! 


4.
"How shall I know if I have got an [adequate knowledge] of my sin and misery? 



"An [adequate] sight of it makes a man take salvation to heart above anything in the world; it makes him disclaim all relief in himself and his best things; it makes Christ very precious to the soul; it makes a man stand in awe of sin afterward, and makes him content to be saved on any terms God pleases".

The Lord convicts many people He never converts.  Feeling guilty about your sins, therefore, is good, but not saving.  Most conviction is rather shallow and doesn't last long either.  But true conviction--the kind that leads to salvation--does the following things:


1.
It makes us serious about our souls.


2.
It makes us see ourselves and our goodness as unacceptable to God.


3.
It puts Christ is the best possible light.


4.
It makes us happy with God's way of salvation through Christ alone.  


This kind of sorrow is called "repentance".  Not everyone suffers it to the same degree, but everyone who is saved feels sorry for his sins and sees no good in himself.  Is this important?  It is.  Our Lord said so, Luke 13:3.


Have you repented?  If you haven't, you are not saved.  If you have, you are.  And ought to know it.    


5.
"By what other ways may I discern a saving interest in Him?



"By the going out of the heart seriously and affectionately towards Him, as He is held out in the Gospel; and this is faith or believing". 


This is the other side of the coin: faith.  Repentance is not an end in itself.  It's the way of bringing us to faith in Christ.  Repentance makes us quit trying to save ourselves.  Faith turns us to Christ for salvation.  


Remember, many people have felt terribly sorry about their sins.  Judas Iscariot felt badly enough about them that he hanged himself in remorse.  But salvation isn't in your sorrow, it's in your Savior.  You come to Him through faith alone.  Francis Schaeffer spoke of "the empty hands of faith".  In repentance, you drop your self-righteousness; in faith you take the righteousness of Christ.  


6.
"How shall I know that my heart goes out after Him aright, and that my faith is true saving faith?



"Where the heart goes out aright after Him in true and saving faith, the soul is pleased with Christ alone above all things, and is pleased with Him in all His three offices, to rule and instruct as well as to save; and it content to cleave unto Him whatsoever inconveniences may follow".

How do you know that your faith is real?


1.  Is it fixed on Christ?  


2.
Is it set on the whole Christ (prophet, priest, and king)? 


3.
Is it willing to serve Him? 


If you answer Yes to the questions, your faith is real.  If you say No, then it's not the genuine article.      


7.
"What other mark of a saving interest in Christ can you give me?



"He that is in Christ is a new creature.  He is graciously changed and renewed, in some measure, in the whole man, and in all his ways pointing toward all the known commandments of God".  

Believers are "new creatures in Christ".  The change includes "religious things" like going to church, reading the Bible, and so on.  But is not limited to them.  The change also includes scandalous sins like drunkenness or adultery, but again, includes more than that.    


"The whole man in some measure is changed and renewed".  The way you think is different; the way you talk is different; the way you work; the way you treat your husband or wife--"old things are passed away, behold all things become new".  


The change is not perfect in this life.  But it is real.  The easiest way to see if you have it is to ask yourself: "Do I want to obey God?"  You don't remember His whole law (nobody does).  You don't understand some of it; you misinterpret some things.  But is your heart in the right place?  Insofar as you know God's will for you life, do you want to do it?  


If so, you're a new creature.  If not, you're still the old  creature--the thing that will never "see or enter the kingdom of God".  


8.
"What if I find sin now and then prevailing over me?



"Although every sin deserves everlasting vengeance, yet if you be afflicted for your failings, confess them with shame of face unto God, resolving to strive against them honestly henceforth, and flee to Christ for pardon, you shall obtain mercy, and your interest stands sure".

This is very important.  True believers sin.  Some of our sins are "big ones"; some of them are very stubborn--we commit them over and over and over again.  Do these sins prove we're unsaved?  


Yes they do.  If we don't fess up to them.  If we blame others; if we excuse them; if we confess them in a mechanical, unfelt way, that says we have interest in Christ.


But if these sins bother us, if we confess them honestly to the Lord--and really try to quit them, then our sins in no way prove our lostness or disturb our peace in Christ.  


Every believer ought to memorize I John 1:9.  And put it into practice.  


9.
"What shall a man do who cannot lay claim to Jesus Christ not to any of those marks spoken of?



"Let him not take rest until he makes sure unto himself a saving interest in Christ".


This needs little comment.  Some church-going people don't believe in Christ and aren't changed by His grace.  If that describes you, do something about it--right now!  Don't put it off till...whenever.  "Now is the accepted time; behold now is the day of salvation".

If a doctor told you, "You have cancer" you wouldn't sleep tonight.  But God tells you something much worse.  Don't go to sleep tonight till you have found "peace in believing".  It will be a night well spent.  


10.
"What way can a man make sure an interest in Christ, who never had a saving interest in Him before?



"He must take his sins to heart, and his great hazard thereby, and he must take to heart God's offer of pardon and peace through Christ Jesus, and heartily close with God's offer by betaking himself unto Christ, the blessed refuge".

If you know you're unsaved, what do you do?  You confess your sins to God and accept the offered salvation in Christ.  That's it.  


11.
"What if my sins be singularly heinous and great beyond ordinary?



"Whatsoever your sins be, if you will close with Christ Jesus by faith, you shall never enter into condemnation".

Without Christ, every sin keeps you from God.  But with Christ, no sin keeps you from God and His mercy.  Remember what Paul was--"a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man".  And remember what he got: "But I received mercy".  And remember why he got it: "As a pattern to those who would afterward believe" (I Timothy 1:13-14).  


He was not alone.  "Publicans and harlots got into the kingdom".  So did people possessed by the devil and a man who rebelled against the government, stole, and murdered.  Our friend, David Sitton, saw cannibals forgiven; Steve Montgomery saw vodoo witch doctors brought to Christ.  And many others.  


Nobody's too sinful for Christ.  Romans 5:20b.  


12.
"Is faith in Christ only required in men?



"Faith is the only condition upon which God offers peace and pardon to men.  But be assured that faith will not be alone in the soul, but will be attended with a true repentance, and a thankful [effort] to be conformed to God's Image".  

Justification is by faith alone!  Nobody earns salvation by works; nobody impresses God with good deeds!  Faith alone!  Nothing but faith!  


If everyone were honest, we'd say nothing more.  But, of course, not everyone is honest.  So we have to remind the insincere that saving faith changes the life.  


13.
"How shall I come to full assurance of my interest in Christ, so that it may be beyond controversy?



"Learn to lay your weight upon the blood of Christ, and study purity and holiness in all manner of life; and pray for the witness of God's Spirit; and His testimony [the Scripture] added to these will establish you in your faith in your interest in Christ".

How do you get or increase assurance?  Start by meditating on Christ and His willingness and power to save.  His blood is enough!  Think of that till it gets a hold of your soul!  Keep a good conscience by living a holy life.  Pray for assurance.  Read the Bible.  These will do.  

CLOSE


Do you have assurance?  If so, thank God for it!  What a blessing it is to know that you could die tonight and be with the Lord forever!


If not, seek it in the ways just mentioned.  


If you've got no assurance because you have no Christ, then trust the Lord tonight.  He'll forgive you right now.  There's plenty of grace in Him.  I pray we'll all have that grace.  And know it.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

