TEXT: Joel 2:28-32

SUBJECT: Christ in the Old Testament #32: Pentecost


Today, with God’s blessing, we’ll continue our study of Christ in the Old Testament.  On Easter Sunday, you’d expect to hear a sermon on our Lord rising from the dead.  I hope to preach one, though I won’t use the customary texts.  Many verses foresee the resurrection; many others record it as an historical fact.  


However much Christians differ with each other, on one point we all agree.  We all believe
“The Lord is risen;

the Lord is risen indeed!”


We tie our salvation to His resurrection.  He was, after all, 

“Delivered for our offenses,

and raised again for our justification”.


In His resurrection, we find the hope of personal immortality,

“But now Christ is risen from the dead,

and has become the firstfruits of those

who have  fallen asleep [i.e.,died]”.


The resurrection is so important to our faith that, Paul says, without it we’ve got nothing!

“If Christ is not risen,

your faith is in vain;

You are still in your sins.

Then also those who have

Fallen asleep in Christ

Have perished.”


The contrast could not be sharper.  It is the resurrection of Christ or nothing.  If our Lord is not risen from the dead, then faith is mental illness and death is final!  Albert Camus is often assailed from pulpits, but I think he was a genius.  Not believing in the resurrection, he said the only question worth thinking about is Whether or not to commit suicide!  


He was right!  Either the Lord is risen indeed, or we’re all lost, lost fully and forever!  


Did Jesus Christ rise from the dead?  And, if He did, how can we know He did?  


Christians have always tried to prove the resurrection, and they’ve done it in various ways.  


Some point to the physical evidence.  A dead man’s body was laid in a tomb and guarded by policeman, but three days later, it wasn’t there.   Had the Rulers been able to produce the Body, they would have discredited our Lord and His disciples forever.  But, of course, they couldn’t do it.  That’s pretty good evidence.  


Others point to the testimony of eye-witnesses.  Everyone saw the Lord die on the cross, but later, more than 500 people claimed to have seen Him alive.  The eye-witnesses were not gullible or superstitious or looking for a resurrection!  When they first heard that He rose, none of the Apostles believed it.  One of them was a real scientist!  He said, 

“Unless I see the nailprints in His hands

and put my finger in them,

and thrust my hand into His side,

I will not believe”.


For their faith, these men were disowned by their families and kicked out of their synagogues.  They were ridiculed, arrested, tortured, and even killed.  Why would they suffer all these things for a made-up story?   What would possess them to tell such a lie--and stick with it to death?  They had everything to lose and nothing to gain.  


 Saul of Tarsus, in particular.  Why would a young man—on his way to the top in Judaism—give up his prestige and power and money and respect to become a dead man’s disciple?  Very good evidence.  


When the eye-witnesses died out, Christians turned to other means to support their case.  Tertullian cited changed as proof that the Lord is risen indeed.  


It’s a pretty good argument.  Why does Christianity make the wife-beater stop beating his wife?  Or the drunkard stop drinking?  Or the fornicator stop fornicating?   Why does it make the depressed man rejoice?  Or the suicidal man live in hope?   


The Church has no way of implementing these changes.  We don’t force people to change, yet, under the power of Christ, they do.  How can a Dead Man do that?


These are all fine arguments for the Resurrection.  But none of them was the first one to be used.  The first man to formally preach the resurrection of our Lord was…


Peter.  


The first proof he cited was the prophecy of Joel.  This, he said, is proof-positive that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.  And that day, three thousand men—most of whom had never seen the empty tomb or met a Christian—believed the Gospel and were saved.  


To Peter’s way of thinking, this was the most compelling argument in favor of the Resurrection.  In light of Joel’s prophecy, men either believed in Christ…or were left “Without excuse”.  


He was right.  You’re on notice.  If you leave this place without faith in Christ, it’s because you don’t want to believe!  Even if I mess up, the proof is there!  It’s not in the sermon; it’s in the Word.  

THE JUDGMENT


When it comes to dating the Book of Joel, scholars are split.  But whenever it was written, one thing is sure: It was a bad time for God’s People.  A plague had just devastated the land.  1:4 puts it this way,

“What the chewing locust left,

the swarming locust has eaten;

what the swarming locust left,

the crawling locust has eaten;

what the crawling locust left,

the consuming locust has eaten”.

 
This means the economy was wrecked.  Rich men were wiped out and poor men had to wonder where their next meal was coming from.  It would be a hard winter in Judah.  A starving time for God’s People.


If this weren’t bad enough, things would only get worse.  The locust wouldn’t be the only invaders.  “The Day of the Lord” was at hand.  It would be

“A day of darkness and gloominess…”


Why?  Because an army was on its way—a big, ferocious army, an army that took no prisoners,

“A people come, great and strong,

the like of whom has never been…

A fire devours before them,

And behind them, a flame burns,

The land is like the Garden of Eden

Before them,

And behind them, a desolate

Wilderness;

Surely nothing shall escape them”.


The catastrophes had a moral cause.  They were direct judgments of God on the People who had left Him for their idols.  If they would not listen to the prophets, then let the voice of the enemy wake them up!  


A terrifying judgment had fallen on Israel.  And a worse one was yet to come.  

THE BLESSING (MATERIAL)


The Lord, though, would not quit His people.  After the judgments fell, He would return to them and with blessings galore.  The first would be natural or material things,

“The LORD will be zealous for His land,

and pity His people.

The LORD will answer

And say to His people,

`Behold, I send you grain and new wine

and oil,

and you will be satisfied by them…

I will restore to you the years the locust

Have eaten…You shall eat plenty and be

Satisfied, and praise the Name of the LORD

Your God, Who has dealt wondrously

With you”.


Material blessings are blessings.  They come to us from God and are given solely by grace.  Did you earn your last paycheck?  Sure you did.  But Who gave you strength to earn it? 


Israel’s temptation is ours too.

“Then you say in your heart,

`My power and the might of

my hand have gained me this wealth,

And you shall remember the LORD

Your God, for it is He who gives you

Power to get wealth”.


Material blessings may be inferior to the Spiritual ones, but they too are blessings.  We ought to notice them, appreciate them, and give thanks for them…  

“Oh that men would praise the LORD

for His goodness,

and for His wonderful works to

the children of men”.

THE BLESSINGS (SPIRITUAL)


The material things God gave His People were the first part of their inheritance.  When they saw the trees loaded with fruit and the barns bursting with plenty, they’d know…


The greater blessings were on the way.  One day, God would pour out the Greatest Blessing of all on His People.  One day, He’d pour out His Spirit.


The key word is “pour”.  For centuries, the Spirit of God had been sprinkled on His People—a drop here and drop there.  But one day, He’ll be poured out with a fullness never seen before!  


He will come upon “all flesh”.  There must have been Calvinists in the audience, eager to make “all flesh” into “a handful”.  So Joel explains what “all” means—“Sons and daughters, old men, young men, menservants and maidservants”.  The Spirit will be poured out on people irrespective of their sex or age or social status.  Men and women, boys and girls, even slaves will one day receive the Spirit of God in His fullness.


The Day will be so staggering, that Joel compares it to the End of the World.  Or, maybe, to the Beginning of a New World,

“I will show wonders in the heavens and the earth;

blood and fire and pillar of smoke.

The sun will be turned into darkness,

And the moon into blood,

Before the coming of the great and

Terrible day of the LORD”.


But, unlike the End of the World, this day will be a day of…salvation,

“And it shall come to pass that

whoever calls on the Name of the 

LORD shall be saved”.


What a Day that will be!  The scoffers might have laughed at it, but the believers in Israel must have gotten goose bumps when they heard what the Lord would do for His People!  

PENTECOST


The wait was long—hundreds of years long.  But the Promise was kept.  Fifty days after our Lord was crucified, there was a holiday in Israel.  It was called The Day of Pentecost.  


Jews had come from all over the world to be in Jerusalem that day.  They expected a blessing from God.  And, boy, did they ever get one!  


A small group was meeting that day in an upstairs room.  And Something Happened.  They heard the sound of a tornado, yet there was no wind.  Then, fiery tongues appeared over their heads.  And each one was split in two—forked tongues, you might say.  


And finally, these people—most of whom were uneducated—began speaking the Word of God in languages they had never learned.  Unschooled Galileans started speaking, Latin, Libyan, Arabic, Mesopotamian, and more.


This caused quite a stir.  Most people were stunned at what they heard.  Others, of course, figured they were all drunk.  But Peter said they hadn’t been hitting the bottle.  Or the books either!  No, what was happening that day was a fulfillment of prophecy.  Here’s what he said,

“This is what was spoken by the

prophet Joel”.


He goes on to quote our text in full.


When the people heard this, they were amazed.  And 3,000 believed in the Savior they had crucified a few weeks before.  


The Prophecy of Joel—all of it—was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost.  

CHRIST?


That’s the Promise.  And its fulfillment.  But where does Jesus Christ fit in?  Why did the Jews, on seeing the outpouring of God’s Spirit, turn to the Lord?  


There are two good reasons for that.  Here’s the first one: The outpouring of the Spirit—all Jews believed—would follow the enthronement of Messiah.  


Therefore, if the Spirit is poured out, Messiah must be enthroned.  Was He?  Sure He was.  But where?  Not in Jerusalem—which is what they were looking for—but in heaven.  Peter explains how He got there and how the outpouring proves He’s there,

“Therefore, being a prophet and knowing that God

had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of

his body, according to the flesh, He would raise

up the Christ to sit on [David’s] throne, he

foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection

of Christ…This Jesus God has raised up, of which

we are all witnesses, therefore, being exalted to the

Right Hand of God, and having received from the Father

The promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this

Which you now see and hear”.


The logic is undeniable.  The Spirit is poured out only when the Jewish king is crowned.  But no Jewish king was crowned at the time.  No King but One they had killed and Whom God raised from the dead.  

APPLICATIONS


What does Pentecost say about the Lord Jesus?  It says He is alive, for one thing.  Dead men don’t do anything.  But seven weeks after He died, the Lord acted decisively.  


It also means that He is your Lord—whether you want Him to be or not.  Jesus Christ is not on the Church’s throne only, but on the throne of the Universe.  The people who killed Him were told,

“Let all the house of Israel know assuredly

that God has made this Jesus—Whom you

crucified—both Lord and Christ.”


One last thing: It says the Day of Judgment is coming and that Jesus Christ is going to do the judging.  


Some men mistook John the Baptist for the Lord.  But he knew better.  When asked about it, he compared his own work to the Lord’s.  

“I baptize you with water,

but there is One coming after me,

He shall baptize you with the Holy

Spirit and with fire”.


The Baptism of the Spirit took place at Pentecost.  It offers salvation to everyone who believes in Christ.


But the Other Baptism hasn’t occurred yet.  One day, the Same Man will baptize “with fire”.  That’s not the fire of excitement or the fire of refining.  It’s the fire of hell.  The Man who offers salvation to you this very moment, will one day withdraw the offer.  One day, 
“He will thoroughly purge the threshing floor;

the wheat will be gathered into His barn,

but the chaff will be burned with unquenchable

fire”.

He’s not bluffing.  He means it.  Believe in Christ or suffer eternal fire.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the believer’s blessed hope.  It’s the unbeliever’s worst nightmare.


Which will it be for you?  


God give you the right answer.  For Christ’s sake.  Amen.  

