TEXT: Genesis 12:1-3

SUBJECT: Christ in the Old Testament #2: Promise to Abraham


Today, with God’s blessing, we’ll continue our study of Christ in the Old Testament.  Every word of the Hebrew Bible bears witness to the Lord Jesus.  All I can do is hand out a few samples.  I hope they whet your appetite for more.


Last time, we looked at the First Gospel Promise.  It was made to Adam and Eve just after the Fall.  God promised to save them from their sin and misery by the work of His Son whom He called “The Seed of the Woman”. 


The Promise was made to produce hope in the human race; to make us patiently wait on the Lord.  But how long can we wait?  Centuries have passed since the Pledge was given.  I know “With the Lord a thousand years is as one day and one day as a thousand years”.  But we’re not the Lord!  


Our hope needs reviving; our patience requires support.  And when we most need the cheering word, God speaks.   He spoke to a man in Mesopotamia--a shepherd named Abram.  To this man, God renewed the Promise—and put more light on how He would keep it.  

THE CONTEXT


The promise was made—once again—in the context of human failure.  Since the Fall of Adam and Eve, things had only gotten worse.  They had a son named Cain.  He became the first murderer, killing his own brother out of spite.  Cain’s family outdid their father for wickedness.  Technologically advanced, they were morally retarded.  One of them, Lamech, introduced polygamy and soon harems were formed.  The neglected kids became vicious criminals and “The earth was filled with violence”. 


Nobody cared.  When a “Preacher of Righteousness” was sent by God nobody listened to him.  For a hundred years, he warned the world of the judgment to come—and not one single person believed him.  


Finally, God spoke!   With a Flood that wiped out the whole world except for eight people.  


Man was chastened for a time; but not for long.  Noah planted a vineyard and became drunk.  His son, Ham, mocked him with a scornful laugh.  Ham’s son, Canaan, was cursed with slavery for himself and his descendants.  


The family grew rapidly and looked to Nimrod for leadership.  He had the charisma for it, but not the grace.  Known for his pride and cruelty, Nimrod led the people into rebellion, which God punished by confusing the languages and forcing the people into separate and hostile tribes.    


You’d think the hammer blows of Divine Judgment would break their pride.  But it didn’t; they kept on suppressing the knowledge of God they had, and ascribing His glory to their obscene idols. 


This was not true of only a few, or even of most.  The whole world was sunk in superstition and vice, including Abram and his family who
“Dwelt on the other side of the river

and served other gods”.


And so, it wasn’t to a worthy people that God renewed The Promise.  It wasn’t when mankind was at it’s best that God broke into history with His Word.  No; it’s when we are at our worst.  


It is not people who are seeking illumination who find it.  It is 

“The people who sit in darkness

[who have] seen a great light”.

Underscore the Divine ambition.  It is not we who seek the Lord, but the Lord who seeks us.  The Gospel comes to us when we’re at our worst.  Nobody is too bad for the Gospel, but some are too “good” for it.  

“Those who are well need no physician,

but those who are sick.

I did not come to call the righteous,

but sinners to repentance”.

 THE PROMISE


The Word is spoken to Abram.  It’s one big promise made up of several smaller ones.   All the details are not given here, but come into sharper focus a bit later.   Here are the main ideas:

1. God will give him a Son.  

2. God will make his descendants into a great nation.

3. God will give them a homeland.  

4. He and they will become rich.

5. They will become a blessing to all.

6. God will be their God and they shall be His people.  

The promise is a big one!  It’s made even bigger by the pivot on which it turns.  The whole thing depends on Abram and his wife having a son.  So?  A lot of people have sons—I have three of them.  True, but I didn’t try to have one for forty-five years.  Abram and Sarai have!  

Abram is seventy years old; his wife is sixty.  Yet to them the Promise is made.  This means it cannot occur “naturally”.  If it’s to be kept it all, God Himself will have to keep it.  


What does the old couple think of the Promise?  They think it’s funny.  But God’s Word is not nullified by their laughter.  In time, He’s going to fulfill it all—and more.  

FULFILLMENT IN ISRAEL

In one way, the promise was fulfilled in the history of Israel.  At a hundred years old, Abraham had the promised son, Isaac.  Isaac had two sons, Jacob and Esau.  The former had twelve sons.  Between them, seventy sons and daughters were born into the family.  They, in turn, had their own children.  Over four-hundred years in Egypt, Abraham’s family became a great nation.  


As for the land?  It too was given in time.  During the days of Joshua, Israel took Canaan as their own.   And they didn’t take just some of it, but the whole thing.  Solomon said so (I Kings 8:56),

“Blessed be the LORD who has given rest to His people Israel,

according to all that He promised.  There has not failed one word

of all His good promise, which He promised through His 

servant Moses”.  


Every Calvinist knows that “all” doesn’t always mean “all”.  But here it does.  The promised borders were from the Nile to the Euphrates.  Which they got, (I Kings 4:24),

“So Solomon reigned over all the kingdoms from the River

to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt”.

The riches were also theirs.  They plundered the Egyptians, took a rich land, and spoiled kings.  Solomon became the richest of men, and all Israel prospered.


Did Israel become a blessing to all peoples?  Sure they did!  Isaiah called them,

“A light to the Gentiles, that [they] should be [God’s]

salvation to the ends of the earth”.

They did this in their travels abroad, in their exiles, in translating the Old Testament into Greek, and in other ways too.  


As for becoming their God and they becoming His people?  Both did.  At Mount Sinai, The LORD publicly became the God of Israel and Israel formally became His People.  


To Abraham and his physical descendants, God kept His promise—in every detail.  


This itself is very encouraging.  For, if you read the Old Testament, you’ll see Israel did nothing to deserve His blessings—and a whole to forfeit them!  In the Wilderness—alone—they set up the Golden Calf at Sinai; they worshiped the stars; they murmured against God; they grew sick of the manna; they demanded meat; they screamed for water; in short, they “hardened their hearts”.  


Yet God did not cut them off, but continued blessing them.  And this was by no means the darkest chapter in their history.  The Book of Judges is full of idolatry, rape, murder, mutilation, and civil war.  


Jeroboam set up Golden Calves; Ahab married a witch; the prophets were persecuted and killed.  On and on it goes.  The monotony of rebellion!  That’s the story of Israel.  


Yet even to them, God kept His promise.  That’s good to know when we fall into sin; that even then, 
“He is faithful who promised”.

FULFILLMENT IN CHRIST


The fulfillment I have just described was real and significant.  But it was not of primary importance.  For all the promises of God are fulfilled—not in Israel—but in Christ. 


In Galatians 3:16, Paul says that Abraham’s “Seed” was not “seeds as in many” but “Seed [singular] “Who is Christ”.  

Jesus Christ is the Seed of Abraham, and to Him all the promised blessings are given.  Hebrews 1:2 says He is

“Appointed heir of all things”.

Though everything belongs to Him, He’s not stingy with what He has.  Jesus Christ shares the wealth with His people.  


He gives us a land—but it’s not Canaan or America!  The godly in Israel were not satisfied with their forty acres in Judah, they “Desired a better, that is a heavenly country”.   Which they got—and so do we.  We don’t get a small country, but heaven!  


The riches promised to Abraham are also ours.  But they’re not counted in dollars or weighed in gold.  They’re “Riches in glory…the kind that “Moth or rust don’t corrupt and thieves don’t break in and steal”.  


Through Christ, believers become God’s people and  the Lord becomes our God.  This we can only wonder at and celebrate!

“Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed

upon us, that we should be called the sons of God”.

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD

and the people whom He has chosen for His

own inheritance”.
THE AVAILABILITY


In one way, the blessings that come through Christ are offered to all, “in [Him] all the families of the earth shall be blessed”.   Everyone is eligible; no one excluded.  And that means you.  There’s plenty in Christ for you.  The grace of God is sincerely offered to you.  Why don’t you take it?  Why not take it right now?  


In one way, it is to all, but in another way, it’s only to some.  God will “Bless those who bless you and curse him who curses you”.  

Some Christians apply this to the Jews; everyone who supports them (or the state of Israel) will get a blessing; those who don’t will be cursed.  No one should be anti-Semitic, of course, but you’ve got to find that duty in some other place.  


This is about the Lord Jesus!  Those who bless Him (through faith) will receive a blessing; those who curse Him (through unbelief) will bear the curse of God.  It starts in this life (John 3:36), but it doesn’t end here; it goes on forever, 

“Depart from Me, you cursed,

into everlasting fire”.

The promise is not about a curse, however, it’s about a blessing.  The blessing promised to Abraham is fulfilled in Christ and freely offered to you.  Why don’t you join the Psalmist and say,

“I will bless the LORD at all times;

His praise shall continually be in my mouth”.


God bring it to pass.  For Christ’s sake.  Amen.  

