TEXT: Genesis 3:14-15

SUBJECT: Christ in the Old Testament #1: The Woman’s Seed


Today, with God’s blessing, we’ll take up a new study called Christ in the Old Testament.  It’s my opinion that He can be found everywhere in the Hebrew Scriptures.  I base this on John 5:39, for example, which has the Lord saying, 

“Search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have

eternal life, and it is they which testify of Me”.


Many other verses could be cited to the same effect.   On the day He rose from the dead, Christ met some friends on the road and “Beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself”.  Peter, Paul, James, Philip, Stephen, and others did the same thing in their sermons.  Using Old Testament verses, they preached Christ.  


Up until the Nineteenth Century, the Whole Church did the same thing, without feeling embarrassed.  Nowadays, of course, it seems unscholarly to find Christ in the Old Testament.   But that’s only because scholars assume the Bible is not One Book inspired by God.  Of course, Moses and David and Isaiah couldn’t have described the Coming of Christ centuries before it occurred.  But then, nobody said they did it.  Peter says just the opposite,

“No prophecy of the Scripture is of private origin,

for prophecy never came by the will of man,

but holy men of God spoke as they were moved

by the Holy Spirit”.

The Spirit of God inspired the Old Testament Scriptures, and He did it chiefly to foretell the Sufferings and the Glories of the Lord Jesus.  This would give hope to Israel and assurance to us that He is,

“The Christ, the Son of the Living God”.
INTRODUCTION


Our verses form the First Gospel Message.  Up to this time, Adam and Eve knew God as Creator, Lawgiver, and Judge.  But now they’ll get to know Him as Savior.  


When first spoken, the Promise must have been quite mysterious.  What Adam and Eve made of it we can’t say.  But over the years, God threw more and more light on it.  From our place in history, we can know what the Promise means and how it was fulfilled.  

CONTEXT


The promise was made in the context of human failure.  Adam and Eve were made sinless and in perfect fellowship with God.  They would stay that way as long as they obeyed the Lord.  And that was pretty easy to do, because at the time He only had one law.  They must not eat the forbidden fruit.  If they did, they would "surely die”.  They obeyed God …for a while.  


But then Eve had a visitor.  He was a Talking Snake who suggested that God was really mean to her, for not letting her eat anything in the Garden.  But she corrected him, saying, “We may eat of all the trees of the Garden, except for the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, lest we die”.  

The Snake rolled his eyes at her gullibility and said, “You shall not surely die”.  The only reason God keeps you away from that fruit is because—if you ate it, you’d know as much as He does.  “You would be as God, knowing good and evil”.  
This did the trick.  Eve ate the Fruit and gave some to Adam, which he ate also.  


As soon as they did, something happened to them, something terrible.  God showed up.  But Adam wants no part of Him.


The Lord asks why.  Adam says, “Because I was naked”.   So?  He had never worn any clothes.  But now, he’s ashamed of himself; he can’t stand God looking at him.  The Lord knows why: he has eaten of the tree.  Why did he do that? “It’s the woman You gave me”—it’s her fault—says Adam.  


Oh! What sin has done to the once-happy couple.  They lost their fellowship with God; they lost their good conscience; they lost their love for each other; they lost their perfect home; they lost their immortality.  Adam and Eve are lost. 


That’s the context for the First Gospel Message.  It’s not when Man was at his best that God favored him with a special blessing.  No!  It’s broken man, polluted man, lonely man, dying man!  Romans 5:8; Romans 5:6; Matthew 9:13.  


We know this—when it comes to the non-Christian.  We tell him God’s favor is by grace alone—and not what he deserves.  But when it comes to the believer, we think otherwise.  You feel you can’t be forgiven because what you did was too bad or you did it too often or you stayed in it too long.  


Baloney!  The Gospel comes to us—not when you’re at your best, but when you’re at your worst.  When you sin shamefully, you don’t fall from grace, you fall into grace!  


That’s what the Gospel tells us.  And not just once, but every day.  

“Where sin abounded,

Grace did much more abound”.
THE INITIATIVE


When Adam and Eve sinned, you’d expect them to run to the open arms of their Loving God.  But they don’t; they hide from Him.  


Thus, it is the Lord who takes the initiative.  He doesn’t wait for the sinners to seek Him, but He goes out looking for them.  “Adam, where are you?” is more than an interrogation; it’s an offer of grace.  He’s looking for them—not as a cop looks for a criminal—but as a Father looks for a runaway son. 


That’s what God did then—and is doing right now!  He’s not waiting for sinners to seek Him; it’s He who is seeking them.  


The Lord is that Good Shepherd who leaves his ninety-nine sheep in the fold to seek the one lost sheep.  And when He finds him, He doesn’t beat him for his stupidity, but takes him in His Arms, goes home rejoicing, and throws a party because He has found His lost sheep!  


This applies to the unconverted, of course.  But not only to them.   Christ seeks and saves every kind of sinner (including those who ought to know better).  

The initiative is always the Lord’s.  

THE SAVIOR


From the beginning of sin, God promises to save men from it.  But how’s He going to do it?  It won’t be by Law.  It’s going to be by a Person, here called, “The Seed of the Woman”.  I told you last week that this is a unique term in the Bible.  “Seed” is often applied to men—the Seed of Abraham, the Seed of Jacob, the Seed of David, and so on.  But here it’s applied to a woman, as though this Special Person will not have a human father.  


Which He did not have.  Our Lord was “supposed (or thought to be) the son of Joseph”.  But He isn’t.  He’s the Son of God.  When Joseph found his fiancee pregnant, he assumed she had been with another man.  He was going to break the engagement, until an Angel came to him with the shocking good news that the Child she carried,

“Conceived in her by the Holy Spirit”.


Thus, the son of Mary is also the Son of God. 


The First Gospel Promise, therefore, doesn’t say “If do this or avoid that, God will save you”.  No, it says God will save you by Another Man’s work.  And that other Man is Jesus Christ.


On the Day of Pentecost, Peter cried,

“Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is

no other name, under heaven, given among men,

whereby we must be saved”.

Let me be blunt and intolerant.  You get salvation from Jesus Christ…or you don’t get it at all!  God didn’t say “The Seeds of the Woman”—Jesus and others.  But “Seed” singular.  Christ alone.  

THE METHOD


How is the Lord Jesus going to fulfill His mission?  He’s going to do it through bitter and painful conflict.  “The seed of the serpent will bruise His heel”.  And that means hurt Him, hurt very badly.


This was fulfilled throughout the Lord’s earthly life.  His was ridiculed His whole life—laughed at as a poor and illegitimate child.  In the wilderness, Satan beat Him with vicious temptations, when He was physically starved and exhausted.   His public ministry was almost nothing but persecution—He was cursed, lied about, threatened, betrayed, forsaken.  At His death, of course, He suffered as no man ever did—punched in the face, back flayed with a whip, crowned with thorns, hung naked on a cross, held up the Satan’s deadliest scorn.  He was

“He was a Man of Sorrows

and acquainted with grief”.


Our salvation depends on suffering.  I love Tolstoy and Dostoevski; they were great novelists, but bad theologians.  All their heroes were saved through suffering—their own suffering.  But that’s not how it works.  We are saved—not because we’ve suffered enough sorrows and pain—but because Christ did.  

“He shall see the travail of His soul,

and be satisfied”.


The sufferings of Christ is not the whole Gospel.  There’s another side to it.  The Man who suffered a “bruised heel” would strike his enemy a crushing blow!  He would “Bruise his (the devil’s) head”.  


How and when would He do this?  Many good people think this refers the Second Coming of Christ.  I agree with them, that the Second Coming will be Satan’s final destruction, but I don’t think that’s what the verse is getting at.  No, this refers the Lord’s victory over Satan on that Sunday Morning!  


Three days and nights after Satan bruised the Lord’s heel, He was shattered by the Resurrection of Christ.  On that Day, his power and dominion were broken.  Writing in the First Century, John said, (in the past tense),

“For this purpose was the Son of God manifested,

That He might destroy the works of the devil”.


And that’s exactly what He did on the Third Day.  Paul says so,

“Having disarmed principalities and powers,

He made a public spectacle of them,

Triumphing over them in it”.

Satan is a whipped fighter.  Though he seems active everywhere, it’s only rigor mortis setting in.  The Great Fight has been fought and won.  By Jesus Christ.  

THE APPLICATION


This means many things, three of which I’ll mention:

1. Believers can rejoice and share in the Lord’s victory over sin and Satan.  We’re not perfect—far from it.  But we’re on the winning side.  The One who destroyed Satan in the world long ago, will also destroy him in our souls.  Partially now, and one day, for good.  

2. We can witness to the lost—and expect them to be saved.  Jesus Christ has bound the strong man and is now plundering his house.  And that means freeing his longtime slaves, the lost.  If we witnessed with faith, we’d see more friends and relatives brought to faith in Christ.  And we can, for Christ has won the world to Himself.  

3. Finally, it means if you’re not on Christ’s side (through faith), you’re on the losing side.  No matter how many you’ve got with you or how successful you appear to be!  The devil is beaten.  So is every one of his servants.  So, why don’t you quit his service for the love of Christ?  The Lord will receive you gladly; he holds no grudges.  Come to Him.  Right now.  

That’s Christ in the Old Testament for today.  May God open our hearts to see Him there, and make our hearts burn for Him.    Amen.  

