TEXT: Deuteronomy 18:15-19

SUBJECT: Christ in the Old Testament #10: The Prophet


Today, with God’s blessing, we’ll continue our study of Christ in the Old Testament.  Last time, we saw Him in the Bronze Serpent.  There He became the sole object of saving faith.  If an Israelite were bitten by a snake he could live in only one way: By looking to the Bronze Serpent.   In the same way, the poison of sin can only be neutralized by looking to Christ in faith.  Salvation is in Christ alone. It is received through faith alone.  


If this sounds narrow-minded, well, it is.  But it is not the narrow mindedness of the bigot who says, “Germans are better than Italians!”  It is the narrow mindedness of the mathematician who says “Two plus two is four”.  One is a matter of opinion; the other is a matter of fact.   F.X. Kelly once said, 

“You’re entitled to your own opinions,

but you’re not entitled to your own facts”.

Salvation is in Christ Alone through Faith Alone.  That’s a fact—not my fact or our fact or the Universal Church’s fact, but simply a fact.  God says so.  And 

“God cannot lie”.
(Or be mistaken, either).  


That was last’s week’s sermon.  Now we come to near the end of Israel’s wilderness wanderings.  For forty years, they’ve gone back and forth in the desert.  Now, they’re at the border of the Promised Land.  


And once again, Christ joins them.  This time in a wonderful prophecy.  

THE PROHIBITION


This is one of the Bible’s most striking predictions.  Both Peter and Stephen quote it in the New Testament; others allude to it, and all say it is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  


They’re right, of course.  It is a great prophecy.  But that’s not all it is.  First, it is a prohibition (or, a negative command).  It’s given to a people who haven’t been around much.  The generation that grew up in Egypt has died out.   The new generation hasn’t paganism up close and personal.   


The Lord warns them against it.  When they come into Canaan. They’re going to meet witches, soothsayers, fortune tellers, mediums, spiritists, necromancers, astrologers, and others involved with the occult.  


They must not listen to these people!  


Why not?  What’s the harm of having your palm read?  Or following the horoscope?  Or buying a Ouija Board? 


Is it because they’re all frauds?  Or, because it’s a waste of money?  Or, because in going to a séance, you’re having fellowship with demons?  There is truth in every one of these.  


But none of them is the reason God gives here for staying away from the occult.  What He says is quite different.  He tells them to ignore the Witchdoctors of Canaan for one good reason: They don’t need them!  


The pagans looked for Truth in tea leaves or crystal balls or comets.  But Israel must not look there.  Why not?  Because God would speak His Word to them through A Prophet. 
THE PROPHET


The word, “prophet” means “one who speaks for God”.  I won’t labor the point.  If you’ve read the Bible at all, you’ve come across the prophetic formula, “Thus says the Lord”.  

Prophecy is not the studied opinion of good men, but the Word of God pure and simple.  II Chronicles 20:20 equates the two,

“Believe in the Lord your God

and you shall be established;

Believe His prophets,

And you shall prosper”.

Thus, “believing God” and “believing His prophets” are one and the same thing.


A Prophet, then, is a Spokesman for God.  Not in a relative way (as every Christian is), but in an absolute way.  True prophets spoke the Word of God without error. 

MOSES


Although every prophet spoke the pure Word of God, not every one spoke with the same fullness.  Some prophets said more the others. 


In the Old Testament, one prophet stood—head and shoulders—above the rest.  Moses.  


This is not because Moses was a better man than every other prophet.  He wasn’t.  Nor was he better with words than the others; in fact, he may have been the clumsiest speaker of them all.  


The unique stature of Moses lay in two things: His intimacy with God and the fullness of what God told him.  The Lord was closer to Moses than to any other prophet and told him more.  Numbers 12:6-8 makes this clear,

“If there is a prophet among you,

I, the LORD, make Myself known

To him in a vision,

And I speak to him in a dream.

Not so with My servant Moses;

He is faithful in all My house.

I speak with him face to face,

Even plainly, and not in dark sayings;

And He sees the form of the LORD.

Why then were you not afraid

To speak against My servant Moses?”


This is a stinging correction.  It was spoken to Aaron and Miriam who criticized Moses.  They were prophets and holy people.  Yet the Lord tears into them for comparing themselves to Moses.  They were leaders in Israel.  But he was the Man!   Deuteronomy 34:10 says so,

“But since then there has not arisen in Israel

a prophet like Moses, whom the LORD 

knew face to face”.

Remember: The greatness of Moses was not in his character or gifts, but in his special relationship to God.  

THE PROMISE


Near the end of his life, Moses makes an inspiring promise.  One day—he doesn’t say when—God will give His People another Great Prophet.  A New Moses will be born to the People and lead them into all truth.  


The People must keep their eyes open for the Prophet.  When He comes, they must obey His every Word.  If they don’t, they’ll pay dearly for their disobedience.  


That’s the Promise of God.  And the warning.  God has spoken through Moses—said a lot by him.  But He’s not finished yet.  He’ll speak by other men in the future.  


And He’ll say everything He ever wanted to say by “The Prophet Who is to come into the world”.  

THE WAIT


The promise was made about 1500 B.C.  Because God made it, it was sure.  But He was in no hurry to bring it to pass.  Years turned into decades, decades into centuries, and centuries piled up too.  


God did not leave His people without a Word.  He spoke to them very often by the prophets, who rose early and pleaded with them all day long.  


But as great as Deborah or Samuel or David or Elijah or Daniel was, none of them measured up to Moses.  The promise was made.  But it was a long time coming.  

FORERUNNER


But, though the promises of God are often slow in coming, come they always do.  An old couple lived in the hill country of Judea.  They feared God and kept His commandments, but they were sad.  For they had no child.  


Late in life, the man was working in the Temple.  An angel came to him with good news: That he and his old wife would finally have a son.  And what a son he would be!  He would be a prophet, in the spirit of Elijah.


The old priest was overjoyed at the great news and believed it with all his heart.  Wrong!  He didn’t believe.  Though he was a good man, to him “Some things were too hard for the Lord”.  


But nine months later God proved him wrong.  For the old priest and his old wife had the promised child.  He grew up with God’s Hand upon him mightily.  


At age thirty, he came with the light and the heat of a Supernova!  The Jews had never seen anything like John the Baptist.  Many of them figured he was the Prophet to come.  


They asked him about it, “Are you the prophet?”


He replied, “No”.

If he wasn’t The Prophet, what was he?  He was 

“The voice crying it the wilderness,

Make straight the way of the Lord”.


In other words, he was the one to introduce the Prophet to His people.  He was the emcee at the dinner party.  All he did was introduce the Speaker…and sit down.  

FULFILLMENT


One day he did just that.  He didn’t use the words of this prophecy, but everyone knew what he meant.  


That very day, Philip said to his friend, 
“We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law,

and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of

Nazareth, the son of Joseph”.

Was he right?  


Yes he was.  The Lord Himself said so; so did His friends.  And even others admitted it, including strangers and enemies!  The former called Him,

“The Prophet who was to come

into the world”.


The latter, who hated him, still had to say,

“Never has a man spoken 

as this Man speaks”.

Jesus Christ fulfills the old prophecy.  God kept His Word.  He gave us a New Moses (and a better one too) by sending His Son into the world.  Hebrews 1:1.  

HOW HE DOES IT


How does the Lord exercise His prophetic office?  The Shorter Catechism says,

“Christ executes the office of a prophet,

in revealing to us, by His Word and Spirt,

the will of God for our salvation”.

In other words, Jesus Christ effectively teaches us God’s way of salvation and life.  He does it Himself.  Not bodily (for He’s not with us that way any more), but by the Holy Spirit applying the Scripture to our souls.  


This means three things:

1. Jesus Christ gives us the Gospel (through the Apostles and prophets).

2. Jesus Christ enables us to understand the Gospel.

3. Jesus Christ empowers us to believe the Gospel.

Thus, it is not we who find the truth, but He who reveals it.  Nor is it we who figure it all out, but He who makes it plain.  Nor is it we who decide to believe, but He who causes His to believe.   

He does not force us to believe against our will, but gives us new a will that wants to believe.   This is a great mystery.  Yet it’s true: the will to believe is the gift of Christ.  Yet it is not His will to believe, but ours!  

The Lord not only teaches us how to be saved, but also how to please God.   This includes “throwing God’s will out there”, and a whole lot more.  He also enables us to understand that will and to do it from the heart.  

When it comes to salvation and service, Toplady was right on the mark,

“The glory, Lord, from first to last,

is due to Thee alone.

Aught to ourselves we dare not take,

Nor rob Thee of Thy crown”.

Jesus Christ is the Only Teacher of His Church.  Others teach only insofar as they properly expound His Word by His Spirit.  

IMPLICAITONS


For you.  If Jesus Christ is the Prophet, it means you must read His Word with care and reverence.  The Bible is not a book about religion, history, or ethics.  It is the Word of Jesus Christ.  


It also means, you’re to bind your conscience to no one, no church, and no theology.  Only Jesus Christ is Lord of the conscience.  If I’m wrong, disbelieve and disobey me!  If the church is wrong, don’t follow.  If your favorite theology contradicts the Word of Christ, follow His Word and not Your System.  


For Apologetics.  When it comes to apologetics (or the defense of the faith), this doctrine is of central importance.  I have never read The Glorious Koran of The Pearl of Great Price.  Yet, I can demolish the arguments of every Muslim or Mormon.  Not because I’m so smart or quick—I’m neither one.  But because I know that “The Prophet who was to come into the world” is Jesus Christ.  Therefore, neither Muhammad nor Joseph Smith could possibly be true prophet.  How could they be?  If God has spoken—fully and finally—in Christ, how could they add to His Word?       


When the Chairman of the Board speaks, the boy in the mailroom doesn’t get up and say, “I’ve got something to add!”  When The Prophet has His say, the rest of us simply say, “Yes Sir”.

For Seekers.  Some people call themselves seekers.  Some are posing; some are copping out; others are more sincere.  If that’s what you are, a Seeker, then I can tell you that at Jesus Christ your search comes to an end.  God has said all that He has to say in Christ.  There is no way, no truth, and no life outside of Him.  


So why don’t you quit looking for the Truth, and start seeing it—in the face of Jesus Christ?  


The Love of God be with you all.  Amen.  

