TEXT: Philippians 3:20-21

SUBJECT: A String of Pearls #7: Glorified Bodies


When Adam sinned, how much of him sinned?  When Christ died, how much of Him died?   There is one answer to both questions: all of him.  The whole Adam sinned; the whole Christ died.  Therefore, the whole man must be saved.  


But what is a man?  Materialists say he’s nothing but a body.  To their way of thinking, words like “soul” or “spirit” are leftovers from a superstitious past.  We now know the mind is the brain; the personality is a chemical mixture in the head, and love is an emission of the glands.  Man is a machine of amazing complexity, but that’s all he is: a machine.  


Christians know better!  We have bodies, but we are not bodies.   We are made in the Image of God and that means we are spiritual beings—and not like rocks or trees or elephants.  Believers have rightly insisted on this.  


But some have taken it too far.  They feel the body is necessary for life in this world, but when we get to heaven we won’t need it any more.  To them, heaven is an eternal happiness without the body.  The reason we can float on clouds in the popular mind is because we won’t weigh anything.  We won’t weigh anything because we won’t have bodies.  That’s how many people think of heaven—many believers in Christ among them.  


This is not the Bible version of heaven.  In fact, it is the pagan view; it’s what the Greeks thought back in the First Century, and what the Paul styled “foolishness”.  


If God made the body, if Christ died for the body, and if the Holy Spirit indwells the body, the body must be saved.  And being saved includes going to heaven.  

When we die, the body is buried and returns to the primary elements.  But when Christ comes again, He will retrieve that part of us put it and our souls back together, thus saving the whole person.  This is the hope of the Resurrection.  The hope is sure because of an Empty Tomb—a grave that once held a Man’s body, no longer there because God pulled it out and gave it back to the Man.  If our Lord’s body and soul are now in heaven, yours will be too some day.  

This brings us to our study of the long Puritan sermon called A String of Pearls or the Best Things Reserved Till Last.   The preacher was Thomas Brooks; the sermon was preached to a grieving family and church who had lost a dear sister in Mrs. Mary Blake.   It was a funeral sermon, but one full of hope.  In taking her life, God had given Mary more than she had before.  And more than she had ever thought could be hers.  


What are the Best Things God has Reserved for us Till Last?  So far we’ve marked six things: an inheritance, a rest, a knowledge, the Presence of God, happiness, and the company of saints and angels.  Though we don’t have them at the moment, they belong to us!  They’re as sure as the Promise of God.  


The seventh blessing is also the last one he names in the sermon (though he still has much to say).  You’ve no doubt guessed what it is from my introduction.  

“The glorifying of our bodies is reserved till last”.  


As the aches and pains of life grow with time, this is something we can look forward to!  Imagine your body—the one you’re sitting in right now—being glorified!   The idea is not easy to grasp, for we’ve never seen a glorified body.  We’ve seen bodies fit and fat, young and old, strong and weak, healthy and sick, but we’ve never seen a body glorified.  We have some hints at it in the Book of Revelation, but that’s all we have—hints.  


It’s easy to speculate here.  I once heard a very fine preacher say decisively that every human body will be 33 years old in heaven!  Another said he was sure we will be able to walk on water in heaven!  Others have said equally unprovable thing.  Even Thomas Brooks does this a bit in the chapter, but I’ll skip over that and stick with the facts, the things that God has plainly said about our bodies in heaven.  

WHAT THEY WON’T BE


The Puritan begins with what he calls “the privative blessedness of heaven”.  Can you tell me what “privative” means?  It means the things that won’t be there—the physical things we won’t have to cope with in heaven.  

“I shall not stand on the privative blessedness of glorified bodies, which consists in their freedom from all defects, deformities, diseases, and distempers which here they are subject to.  Here our bodies stand in need of clothes to cover them, food to feed them, sleep to refresh them, medicine to ease the, air to breathe them, and houses to shelter them—from all of which glorified bodies shall be freed”.  


The list is long, but he could have made it longer.  All physical defects will be put away.  No one will be lame or blind or deaf or sick or sore or tired in heaven.  A close friend of mine has only one arm.  He told me that one of the things he is most looking forward to in heaven is…folding his hands in prayer!  


All the effects of age and abuse will be no more.  Last Friday I saw a fourteen year-old boy jumping over a barrier.  In a joking way, he asked me: “You want to try it?”  No I don’t.  I’m too old and heavy and unfit to make the jump and—even if I got over it somehow--the landing would jar my old knees and ankles something awful.  


When I was in Washington last summer a man told me a story.  His friend was about 80 years old—and for a man his age—was in very fine health.  But there was one great change in his life with old age: his balance.  As a young man, he had been a tree topper.  He climbed often hundreds of feet up and cut off the top of the tree.  Then to show off or make his friends laugh, he would dance a jig where the tree had been cut off—with no belt or rope to save him if he slipped!  Now, he says, stepping off his back porch scares him.  


Besides being free from sickness and the effects of age, we’ll also be saved from physical needs.  You can’t survive long without clothes or a roof over your head, not to mention food, water, and medicine.  But a glorified body won’t have these needs any more.  I think we’ll eat in heaven, but we won’t have to scramble for food as we do on earth.  And, of course, without a deplete ozone layer, we won’t burn and without mosquitoes—I hope—we won’t need bug repellent.  


Free from sickness, weakness, deformity, ugliness, sunburn, pimples, and need, no wonder we call it a glorified body!  This is the negative part of the topic—what our bodies won’t have in heaven.   

This—I suspect—is what we most often think of, especially as the aches and pains of life increase with age.  But Brooks—who wasn’t a young man when he preached the sermon—thought mostly of the positive side of bodies glorified.  What does this mean?  He says three things.

CHRISTLIKE

“First, they shall be like the glorious body of Christ.  Our bodies will be as lovely and comely, as bright and glorious as the body of Christ is.  Chrysostom says the bodies of the saints shall be seven times brighter than the sun.  Certainly saints shall be as handsome-bodied and as comely-featured as Christ is.  If Stephen’s face shone as an angel’s, and if there was such a lustre  upon the face of Moses, if there was such glory on two mortals, how will the bodies of the saints glitter and shine when made conformable to Christ’s!”

The Lord’s body before the Resurrection was nothing to write home about.  He had “no form or comeliness, and when we saw Him there was no beauty in Him that we should desire Him”.  He was not tall, like Saul was, or of startling good looks, like Absolam.  He was an ordinary looking man.  His average looks, however, were a part of His humiliation (like His poverty).  But this has been shaken off with the Resurrection, and now our Lord Jesus Christ is indescribably handsome, beautiful, attractive, muscular, fit, dignified, elegant, lithe, you name the word and He’s it.      

His physical beauty is not an accident of nature but corresponds to what He is on the inside.  In this life, giants of the soul may live in the body of a dwarf and deformed souls may be disguised by visible perfection.  But there are no discrepancies in heaven!  Everything appears to be what it is and is what it appears to be.  Most of all, Christ who is “fairer than the sons of men”.  


And we will be like Him for we shall see Him as He is!  This is not just a moral change—a perfect sanctification—but also a physical one.  Paul says our bodies will be refashioned to look like His.  Each person will still be himself, but he will also be like Christ.  It’s like family look.  The kids have their own features, yet they obviously belong to one family.  


What does Christ look like now?  All we have are hints in the Book of Revelation, but the hints remind me of the song, “Majestic Sweetness”. 


That’s what a glorified body looks like.  It’s what your body will look like some day.  

SPIRITUAL


In the second place, our bodies will be spiritual bodies.  Brooks begins with a disclaimer: not spiritual bodies as opposed to physical bodies, but as opposed to unspiritual bodies, that is, bodies not indwelt by, in fellowship with, and under the control of the Holy Spirit.  

“Now they often vex and grieve, insult and fight against the Spirit of God, but in heaven the bodies will be fully, perfectly, and delightfully under the command of the Spirit.  Now the tongue grieves the Spirit and now the eye is rolling when it should be reading the things of the Spirit, the ear is turned away from the Word of the Spirit, now the feet are wandering away from the Spirit and the hands are idle when the Spirit would have them busy, but in heaven the members are brought into an angelic, willing, delightful obedience to the Spirit”. 

I don’t know what to add to this, other than to say the whole man is affected by sin and this means the body does not always cooperate with the leading of the Spirit.  Does He lead your eyes to look at unwholesome images?  Does He lead your ears to listen to gossip?  Does He lead your mouth to run others down?  Does He lead your hands to fold themselves when they could be working for Christ?  


No He doesn’t.  And yet, our body parts are misused or not used at all.  Think of laziness, gluttony, drunkenness, not to mention the defiant or disappointed or bored looks we so often have on our faces.  This is our present state.  


But not our future!  One day our bodies will be so full of God’s Spirit that every part and organ will be used fully and only for what God designed it to do.  This is the spiritual body that is reserved till last.  

IMMORTAL


The Puritan ends the chapter with a word that is very dear to every believer: immortal.  

“They shall be immortal.  Here our bodies are subject to mortality and corruption.  No sooner does a man begin to live than he begins to die.  Death every hour lies at the door.  But in heaven we shall be immortal--`Neither can they die any more for they are equal to angels’.  By the power, presence, and goodness of God our bodies will be so embalmed and perfumed that they shall never corrupt or be subject to mortality”.  


Immortal means not capable of dying.  Adam and Eve were immortal before they sinned; not only wouldn’t they die, they couldn’t die—it was an impossibility.  Had they been hurt (which I think is possible), their powers of recovery were so great that the wound would have healed immediately.  Had Adam cut off his hand with an axe, I suppose a new one would have grown right back!  This is speculation—I know, I know.  


But when they sinned, they became subject to death.  Their bodies started dying with the Apple in their mouths.  And though they lived unnaturally long lives (by our standards), they both died.  As all others do.  


But death is on the other side of heaven—it’s been passed and we’ll never loop around to it again.  It is the last enemy to whom Christ has already dealt a mortal blow.  One day, death will be dead.  Good and dead.  Forever.  As he lay on his sick bed, from which he thought he would never rise, John Donne wrote greatest poem.  

Death be not proud, though some have called thee

Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so;

For those whom thou think’st thou dost overthrow

Die not, poor death, nor yet canst thou kill me…

One short sleep past, we wake eternally,

And death shall be no more; death, thou shalt die. 


Brooks had named seven great things the Lord has for us when we die.  And a glorified body is not the least of them!  This is your heritage.  Because God loves you.       

